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Roots: What Does It Mean? 

As I sit down to write my first Roots 
newsletter a job that I have inherited 
from Mr. Mac. I looked for a while at 
the title of the newsletter and thought 
about how it related to the SCC 
Horticulture Program. 
Root- as defined by Webster’s is 
something that is an origin or source.  I 
have come to believe over the years 
that SCC’s Horticulture program is an 
origin or source of many great people.  
No matter where folks who come 
through the program end up career 
wise, they can reflect back on their time 
at SCC and recall something that 
happened to them while they were here 
that helped to shape or steer them in 
one or many life decisions.  So although 
many come through the program and 
never continue on in the horticulture 
field they still are touched by what goes 
on here in the classroom and in the 
field.  I encourage all those who have 
walked the halls here at SCC to join the 

Facebook Alumni Page at 
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?i
d=1045240516&v=wall#!/group.php?gi
d=55249040839&ref=ts or search in 
Facebook for:  Spartanburg Community 
College Hort Alumni.   

 
 

What is growing on at SCC? 

Over the past couple of months we at 
SCC have been very busy with 80+ 
students in the program.  So busy in fact 
that for the first time ever in the 
Horticulture Departments history we 
ran summer school sections in 5 
courses.  At the time of this newsletter 
hitting the streets all summer classes 
are complete and a good experience for 
all involved. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1045240516&v=wall#!/group.php?gid=55249040839&ref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1045240516&v=wall#!/group.php?gid=55249040839&ref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1045240516&v=wall#!/group.php?gid=55249040839&ref=ts


 

 

 

(What’s growing on cont’d from page 
1) 
 
New equipment: over the last couple of 
months we have been able to acquire 
some new equipment to aid in teaching 
students what they might come into 
contact with in the industry. 
 
Air Spade- This is used around campus 
to loosen soils that have been 
compacted in parking islands and other 
areas prone to compaction.  It can also 
be used to work organic matter into the 
root zones of trees.  Finally, it can be 
utilized to trench when a standard 
trencher might not fit in a tight area or 
utilities are present. Special thanks to 
Bartlett Tree Experts out of Charlotte, 
NC for helping us to get a great price on 
this piece of equipment. 

 
 
 
Boring Attachment for the Dingo- 
Finally we can bore for power or water 
under walks around campus.  Not long 
after getting this we were able to install 
irrigation in front of the Library and 
bore under the walk to get drip on the 
other side.  This is a Super Sweet piece 
of equipment to say the least. 
 

 
Arborjet Kit- During our annual trip to 
the South Carolina Nursureymen Show 
in Myrtle Beach, Mr Bagwell and Myself 
were really interested in a tree injection 
system.  J.B Toresh with Arborjet was 
willing to come and demo the product 
to students this past spring semester.  
After seeing it in action we were able to 
acquire a kit for our own use.  Will 
report back on what we are shootin’ up 
around campus and the results. 

 
 
 
NATO Thermal Printer- With the ever 
expanding nursery area we found a 
need for labeling all the plants.  With 
this printer students and instructors 
have been able to generate sticker, pot 
sticks, and tree tags for nursery and 
greenhouse stock.  This has and will 
continue to aid in plant sales so that 
they run as smooth as butter.  It also 
exposes students to a tool that they 
may come into contact with again if 
they choose to go into the nursery or 
greenhouse industry.  Amazing how fast 
the sucker is. 



 

 

 
(Felecia Powell, current student, 
entering data and printing labels) 
 
Dingo Trailer- Gone are the days of 
driving the Dingo all the way across 
campus.  We were able to acquire a 
small tilt trailer which will aid in getting 
equipment around campus and to and 
from being serviced.  One of those 
pieces of equipment that once you have 
it you don’t know how you did without 
it. 
 
Finally…. With the growing pains we 
have experienced the shop that has 
been utilized for years got and 
expansion this summer.  A new 8’X16’ 
area has been added to help with the 
need for more space.  Special thanks to 
Ray Switzer Director of Facilities at SCC 
for helping to make this a reality! 

 

If you know of something that you feel 
students need to be exposed to during 
their time here at SCC please let us 
know.  Industry input helps us to 
continue to turn out students that are 
ready and well prepared for the job 
market. 
 
 

There’s Something Green in the Air 
Around Here 

 
As a part of the horticulture 

department here at SCC I have acquired 
many of the classes that Mr. Mac used 
to teach.  My favorite which I don’t 
think is a surprise to anyone around 
here is HRT 253 Landscape 
Construction.  One of my favorite parts 
of this course is the integration of Green 
Technologies into the Horticulture 
Industry.  This past spring semester I 
was lucky enough to oversee the 
construction of a greenroof gazebo here 
on the SCC campus.  Many, many hours 
went into the planning and erection of 
this structure.  I guess the old saying of 
“it takes a village” pertains to this 
project as it took a “campus” to make 
this happen.   

It has been to this point in the 
summer one of the hottest summers on 
record with little to no rain.  So the 
greenroof gazebo has become an 
ecology lesson with the fittest surviving.  
It has not grown in as fast as I had 
hoped but with the environmental 
conditions we have faced I am glad 
there are still plants living on the roof.  
It will be a process of trial and error 
until we find the appropriate mix to 
grow on the roof.   



 

 

To our knowledge it is the first 
green roof gazebo on a college campus 
in the southeast.  So it is something for 
SCC and the Horticulture department to 
be proud of.  Below are some 
interesting facts pertaining to 
greenroofs or ecoroofs.  These were 
taken from a publication distributed by 
the city of Portland Oregon.  The link to 
the publication is: 
http://www.portlandonline.com/bes/in
dex.cfm?c=50818&a=259381.  
 
Pictures of the greenroof construction 
and finished product are following the 
benefits of greenroofs.  This project was 
constructed by the spring class of 2010 
and the patio underneath the gazebo 
was completed by the summer 2010 
Landscape Construction Class.  Without 
the hard work these students put in it 
would not have been possible.  If you 
have any questions pertaining to this 
project feel free to contact me at (864) 
592-4281 or moorej@sccsc.edu. 
 
 
 
  Environmental Benefits 
• Based on City of Portland monitoring 
data since 2002, 
ecoroofs typically capture and 
evaporate an average 
of 60 percent of the rain that falls on 
them. This 
reduces stormwater runoff volume and 
speed, helps 
prevent combined sewer overflows 
(CSOs), and 
protects rivers and streams. 
• Ecoroofs lower stormwater runoff 
temperature 
which helps maintain the cool stream 
temperatures needed by fish. 

• Ecoroofs improve air quality by 
decreasing air temperatures and 
capturing airborne pollutants. 
• Ecoroofs increase vegetation and 
wildlife habitat on urban sites 
(There’s Something Green in the Air 
Around Here cont’d from page 3) 
 
that are typically biologically dead 
spaces. 
• Ecoroofs reduce urban heat island 
impacts. 
 
Building Owner Benefits 
• Ecoroofs can last twice as long as 
conventional 
roofs, saving replacement costs and 
materials. 
• Ecoroofs insulate buildings and 
decrease cooling 
and heating costs. 
• An ecoroof can reduce drainage fees 
by making 
a property eligible for Portland’s 
stormwater 
discount program. 
• An ecoroof qualifies as a stormwater 
management technique and reduces 
infrastructure costs. 
• Ecoroofs provide visually attractive 
alternatives 
to conventional roofs and can often 
increase property value. 

 

http://www.portlandonline.com/bes/index.cfm?c=50818&a=259381
http://www.portlandonline.com/bes/index.cfm?c=50818&a=259381
mailto:moorej@sccsc.edu


 

 

GOT MULCH? 
 

A new era of t-shirts have been 
printed by the SCC Horticulture 
Club and they address the poor 
practice of mulch volcanoes that 
are swallowing trees all across the 
land.  The front of the shirt reads 
as the title of this article “Got 
Mulch” and the back looks like the 
image below.  If you are 
interested in purchasing one of 
these contact me at 
moorej@sccsc.edu. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
From Arboretum Coordinator 
Kevin Parris: 
  
Fall is almost upon us, and that 
means our 2nd Annual Arboretum 
Fundraiser and Fall Plant Sale will 
be here before we know it! 
Department Chair Jason Bagwell 
and myself independently made 
treks to Canada this summer and 
visited quite a few a spots of 
horticultural interest along the 
way. For a tax deductible 30$ 
contribution, you will receive a 
ticket to October 7th dinner and 
presentation which also includes a 
plant giveaway and a Friends of 
the Arboretum membership which 
entitles you to 10% off at the 
October 8th plant sale! 

mailto:moorej@sccsc.edu


 

 

FALL PLANT SALE FRIDAY 
OCTOBER 8th 
Rain or Shine 

Mums, Pansies, 
Perennials, Grasses, Trees 

and Shrubs 
will be offered. 

 

Where are they now??? 

 
Ethan Hughes has been spotted 
gallivanting around Germany driving a 
John Deere Tractor while on work study. 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Leonard Nesbitt has been spotted 
swinging from trees in the Charlotte NC 
vicinity with Bartlett Tree Experts. 

 
 
Brian Collins has been keeping the Electric City 
of Anderson in Line with Collins Landscapes 
 
 

Josh Howard has been flying high with 
Phoenix Landscapes out of Greer 

       
 
 

Special 
Congratulation 
are in order to 
Nathan 
Mitchum (09) 

who was hired as the 
grounds supervisor at the 
Governor’s Mansion in 
Columbia. 



 

 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Erection of the structure was very time consuming because of the over engineered 

structure to support the greenroof weight. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Getting the roof planted in April 



 

 

 

 
 

 
August image of how the roof is growing.  Hot dry summer has slowed the growth 

rate below what we expected but still we are happy with the progress. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flagstone Patio with dwarf mondo planted in the crevices 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jimmy Painter Scholarship Fund 
 

In closing I would like to remind all those that read this newsletter 
that there is always a chance to give back to this program that we 
all love.  The Jimmy Painter Scholarship is set up for Students that 

are from outside Spartanburg County and incur higher tuition 
prices.  If you would like to contribute please contact Kim Fogle in 

the SCC Foundation office at 592-4624 or foglek@sccsc.edu . 

mailto:foglek@sccsc.edu

