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What’s New?     
 
A major renovation has and taken place in our Plant Production 
Facility (formerly known as the Greenhouse/Nursery area. 

 
So out with the old wooden frame base and end walls, and in with the    
new!  And the old Poly was recycled ! 

               
                                                 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 All steel framed Square Tubing.  In addition there is new metal benching 
and new Poly. 

 
 
 
 

Jason got all this done in time for the 
Spring Plant Sale. Jaderloon 

                 Greenhouses was the contractor.   
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And the old Coldframe behind the Propagation House was moved to the 
Nursery pad and set up beside the matching frame we got from Clemson. 

These were retrofitted, covered, and equipped with roll up side ventilation.                                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 And in addition, a new Metal Shed was put beside the existing Storage 
 Shed to accommodate our New John Deere tractor and ?gismo. 
 
Kevin has worked his Propagation class and lab hard and has pretty much 
taken advantage of the two new coldframes by filling them with rooted 
liners.  So our plant sale in time will not only have Annuals and Perennials 
but now Woody plants also. 

 
Kevin, working with adjunct, Jay Moore is renovating the landscape 
planting around the East Building. In the first phase the foundation 
adjacent the old canteen area, Jay took his Landscape Installation students 
and ripped out the old planting, amended the soil and planted, A National 
Boxwood Trial planting. 
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Chris Nasca, a recruiter for Davey Tree Experts speaks to classes. 
 

                                               Chris Nasca, shown here coaching Renee 
                                               Moriorty in a climbing exercise, came to 
                                               speak to my 8am Introduction to Hort- 
                                               iculture Class and proved to be a very 
                                               dynamic and captivating speaker.  
 
         Kevin had invited Chris to come primarily 

to speak to his Urban Forestry class and                                                         
Into to Hort Class. He was so successful 

in captivating our students attention, that we had him speak to all classes 

about what Davey does and about careers with this company as well as 
Internships. 
 
I had a Design Lab and could not attend what may be, in the student’s 
mind, one of the best labs in the Urban Forestry course. They met with 
Chris at the Live Oaks near the Security office. 
 
Chris guided them in a tree-climbing exercise without spikes!  Each student 
fitted into climbing gear and were guided in a safe practice of tree 
climbing.   
 

I think students thoroughly enjoyed and learned a lot from the experience. 
Facebook was loaded with pictures of students ‘Hanging Out’. 
 
 
Many thanks to Chris for a great and enjoyable class and lab performance. 
 
I certainly don’t want to take anything away from Jimmy Walters who has 
come numerous times to speak to classes about Hazard trees and other 
topics. Jimmy is our Urban Forester for the Western Unit of the SC Forestry 
Commision.  Over the years Jimmy has come and met with classes and labs 

as well as spoke to PAHP groups. 
 
And Urban Forestry has now become a stand alone course in our program. 
In the past, Mr. Painter had worked with Judy Caldwell, the Urban Forestry 
Instructor at Clemson and worked out joint field trips to an all day event at 
the Bartlett Tree Research and Training Site near Charlotte, NC. This is 
a great trip and learning opportunity. 
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Landscape Students design a Sensory/Healing Garden 
 
Students have gone to Rosecrest, A Luthern Retirement Community, 

near Inman, SC to measure two enclosed courtyards and draw a landscape 
plan for these two small bland courtyards. 
 
These are located at the Nursing facility. 
 
This garden was to have access for the patients to go out on nice days  
and enjoy the five senses; Sound, Sight, Smell, Taste, Touch. Older plants 
would be employed as well to provide a nostalgic feeling. 
 
For wheelchair patients, the pathway would be lined with large pots or clay 

chimney flues with plants to see, feel, smell, taste (edible) and well as 
larger plants in the background with various colors, fruits, etc. Seating 
would be provided as well. 
 
The idea of Hort Therapy is catching on across America in hospitals, nursing 
homes, etc. to help take people’s minds off their current conditions in such 
a way to help relieve severe depression and improve their lives during bad 
times. 
 
I hope the student’s ideas will bring new life to a dull, boring view of these 
Courtyards and these ideas can be meshed into a singe, workable plan to 

bring some peace and enjoyment to these folks. 
 
Recruiters Come Speak to Classes 
 
In addition to Chris Nasca from Davey Tree, other recruiters have come 
to speak to students about careers or employment. 
 
Stuart Grant, a graduate and now a Maintenance Supervisor and 
Billy Gray, Personnel Manager for the Greenery spoke to students 
concerning internships with their company at Hilton Head, SC. We have 

two other Graduates working for this company; Ava Comer who takes care 
of 60 accounts providing color beds from Hilton Head to Savannah, GA, and 
Jerry Ashmore who is an Account Manager. Two other graduates 
left the company for other opportunities. Two of our current students, Josh 
Cantrell and Josh Howard went down and worked one day with a crew as 
they were thinking about an Internship. 
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Steve Farmer, Vice President of Upstate Operations with South- 
Land Landscape Corp. came and spoke about Internships with this 
large company. 

 
Southland has a couple of graduates, Josh Reeves and Patrick Graham 
working with them now. 
 
Southland has also set up a $1000.00 scholarship for our Horticulture 
Program and SCC. 
 
Jason Getgasorn, who interned with them last year received the 
first scholarship. 
 

 
Student amend soil around Ginkgo Trees behind the Health Science 
Bldg 
 
Debbie Stringer, with the Permatill Corp came and presented a class 
and Lab presentation on the uses and advantages of incorporating Permatill 
into planting beds. 
 
Prior to her arrival, the company shipped a bulk quanity of the material for 
use in the demonstration. 
 

This material allows better water infiltration, drainage and helps keep clay 
soils from compaction. This allows better root growth and fertility. 
 
After class, students went out to the Ginkgos and spread the Permatill 
around the trees. They also loosened the soil and worked some material 
into the soil. 
 
The result we should see is better growth from these trees due to loosened 
soil, and water, fertilizer uptake. 
 

We also had enough material left over to treat the new boxwood plantings. 
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Entry #2D-4 

Winter Sunset 

Photography 

My Photo of a Winter Sunset over the Food Lion at Lyman wins First Place 
in the 2009 Celebrate the Arts Photography category. 

 
A large printout will be displayed on the hall bulletin just past my office. 
 
Kevin Parris Wins Award 
 
Kevin recently was awarded first place in the Ph.D. category of the 2009 
Southern Nursery Association's Bryson L. James Student Research 
Competition. 
 
Kevin presented the paper "Ploidy Levels and Genome Sizes of Magnolia 
Species, Hybrids and Cultivars." (Whoa!!) It was co-authored by Tom 

Ranney of N.C. State University ,Vance Baird and Halina Knap of Clemson. 
 
Based on Kevin’s love for Magnolias, the results will provide plant breeders 
with better insight into the effect polyploidy (multiple complements of 
chromosomes) plays in expression of traits in magnolia hybrids. 
 
Way to go Kevin…and he is filling the cold frames with cuttings so this 
year’s Plant Sale offered quite a number of ‘Woodies’ for sale. 
 
Watch the future for exciting plants from our ‘Polyploidy King’. 
 
My last ‘Atta Boys’ are coming up at our annual End of the Year Cookout. 
Gonna ‘roast’ a few folks here! 
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Jay Moore is making things happen in the Landscape Installation 
Course. 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     Kevin Parris               Jay Moore 
 
Jay taught my classes and lab this pring. He contacted a representive from 
Anchor Walls, a company that makes Segmented Retaining Blocks and 
concrete pavers and not only convinced them to donate materials for a 
project, but to come and lead students in a 3 day hands-on build/seminar. 
 
The second-year students worked very hard and learned a lot in building 
this project. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                          A great job and learning experience! 
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Kevin Parris, Faculty and Arboretum Coordinator heads to China 
 
No, he has not transferred there, nor vacationing, but presenting a 

presentation to an international group of plant scientists working 
on Magnolia breeding. Wow, our ‘Polyploidy King’ is moving out in 
the world. We are all very proud of him and his achievements.  
However, you upcoming Propagation students watch our for next year’s 
labs! 
 
 
Hort Shorts 
 
A record-breaking Spring Plant Sale (my opinion) was held on Friday, April 

10, 2009. In spite of heavy rains and thunder showers, people came and 
bought plants.  
 
Cale Ledford, a Hort Alumni came and purchased a large amount of 
plants at our sale. He also told me that graduate, Shane Williams is now 
a SC Highway Patrolman and recently wrote Mr. Painter a ticket in a 
minor traffic accident. 
 
Bryan Chapman, a Hort Alumni, works with his dad in their plastic 
recycling business and took all the old greenhouse poly and gave us about 
$3,000 Worth of nursery pots and greenhouse pots this spring! 

Thanks, Bryan 
 
Candace Henderson is working in the Garden Shop at Lowe’s in Boiling 
Springs. In addition, she has started her own Landscape Design firm 
called Lawn Artist ! 
 
Andrea Stevens is working at A Growing Concern near Tryon as a 
Landscape Designer. 
 
Graduates,  Melissa Douglas, Dan Haddy and Tommy Taylor work for 

the City of Greenville in maintaining Falls Park. 
 
Congratulations to Leonard Nesbitt, our hard-working Englishman 
on his “Celebrate the Arts’ award for his Speech ! 
 
Peggy Henderson is Jeff Hall’s Girl Friday as she works at Hatcher 
Garden and Wildlife Preserve as the Gardener. 
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Randy Fowler, a Park Ranger at the Cowpens Battleground, an a 
graduate of our night certificate program, gave me a ride back in 
history as we went to the site where Gen. Daniel Morgan defeated British 
Gen. Cornwallis. It was an amazing tour! Thanks Randy! 

 
 
Wow, What a semester to end my 28-year career at SCC 
Horticulture !! 
 
In a year when spending was limited, Jason, Kevin, and Jay Moore found 
Grant money and Hort Industry companies who donated their time and/or  
materials, etc to give students such great Hands-on projects and help to 
continue building our program and the Arboretum. 
 

Our presence on Face book has been good with many students and 
graduates reminiscing about the times, events, projects and trips. In 
addition, they can rekindle old friendships since they may be scattered 
apart in new locations. 
 
The greatest reward for me has been to help kindle within students the 
confidence that they can reach whatever goal they dream. 
 
We have graduates scattered all over the Southeast and some beyond who 
have become very successful in their careers. 
 

The memories of all who have aided me, especially Mr. Painter and the 
current Faculty and adjuncts will remain in my memories till my end! 
 
So, to you, Jimmy Painter, Jason Bagwell, Kevin Parris, Kelly Lewis, Jay 
Moore, Mark  Gregory, and Chris Smith, Thanks for making this job so 
rewarding with your friendship, concern and help. 
 
And to the students and graduates, Thank you as well !! 
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