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 After an intermission, Roots is back!  Since the cost of postage, printing, 
and lack of address change information from recipients have made the paper 
copy too expensive!  Therefore, we’ve decided to post this newsletter on our webpage.  
 
Ok, Hort Alumni, Step up to the plate! 
 
 
You remember how Mr. Painter helped prepare you for success in the field of 
Horticulture.  You probably also remember how those of you out-of-county and even 
out-of-state students came here for in-county fees? 
 
Well, now is the time to honor Mr. Painter for his service and at the same time help 
those students gain the same benefits you had as a student. 
 
The Jimmy Painter Scholarship is designed to honor Mr. Painter for his 35 
years of service of preparing men and women in the field of Horticulture.  The 
scholarship also benefits those young people who come from out-of-county 
and out-of-state to have the same tuition costs as Spartanburg County 
students. 
 
This idea came from the fact that this program has become regional in its scope 
and a one-of-a-kind program in a two-year college in this state. Our Hort 
Advisory Board felt this was an excellent way to honor Mr. Painter and make this 
program available and affordable to more people in the Southeast. 
 
So, I personally stepped up to do my part to make this successful; thankful how the 
program brought me a rewarding career over these past 28 years. 
 
Why don’t you do the same and help fund this endowment scholarship? 
 
Doug McAbee, Class of 1978 
 
Your Contribution may be sent to: 
 
The Jimmy Painter Scholarship Fund 
c/o  Ms. Nancy Dickson 
Spartanburg Community College Foundation 
Spartanburg Community College 
PO Box 4386 
Spartanburg, SC  29305          1 
 



 
What’s New? 
 
SCC Horticulture enters a New Era!  
 
        While Kevin ‘Woody’ Parris is not new, his  
        position is new! 
       
        Kevin is no longer an adjunct faculty, but is 
fulltime                                           full time and teaching Jimmy Painter’s courses 
        in addition to his love… Plant Propagation. 
        
        In order to achieve full time status since he had 
        only a Bachelor’s Degree and school policy 

required a Master’s Degree he went back to     
school.. However, no  problem, since our 
administration was willing to allow Kevin to 
achieve this degree on Fridays and over the 
summer. 

 
And add to this, The Clemson Hort Department likes ‘Woody’ , So, Dr. Judy Caldwell 
and Department Head, Dr. Ted Whitwell took ‘Woody’ under their ‘leaves’ and set up 
a program to get him not only a Masters, but possibly a Doctorate!  Whoa!! 
 
Dr. Kevin Parris…..nice ring for our ‘Dirr’ disciple!  So, here is ‘Woody’ traveling up to 
Fletcher, NC and North Carolina State’s Nursery Research facility to work ‘elbow to 
elbow’ with Dr. Tom Ranney. 
 
And to make matters better, Kevin is also the Arboretum Coordinator

 

.  New plants and 
ideas are popping up everywhere! I even saw a new cultivar of Sweetgum? 

And Kevin says…. 
 
The first semester of my full-time association with the SCC Horticulture Department 
has been everything I thought it would be. Seeing students develop their interests in 
horticulture has always been rewarding, and seeing that on a day to day basis is even 
more rewarding.  
  
My appreciation for the work our department has done with students and with the 
grounds here at SCC over the years is what called me to this duty. The contributions 
made by Jimmy Painter, Doug McAbee, Jason Bagwell, numerous adjunct instructors, 
and the SCC Horticultural Advisory Board have shaped the horticultural workforce in 
our region.  
  
I have joked that I came on board here because I ran out of room for plants in my 
back yard and I needed somewhere else to put them. Admittedly, there is some truth 
to that statement. I have high expectations for what we can we accomplish in the SCC 
Arboretum. We are a part of the Arboreta of Spartanburg County, affectionately known 
as the “Arboretaville” group. I believe SCC to be the hub of this organization  
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because we are providing not just a nice place for the community to visit, but we are 
an outdoor classroom. Our graduates have become employees for our neighboring 
arboreta, and they in turn, provide  internship opportunities for our  current students.  
               
If you are a horticulturist and don’t see Spartanburg as a near Utopia, you are blind.  
  
Keeping up with what we have will not be the only thing I do as Arboretum 
Coordinator. Collecting plants for the arboretum is what I enjoy most. In addition to 
gathering and begging growers for the latest and greatest cultivars we hope to develop 
our own introductions through breeding and evaluation. These will be long term 
projects that get sandwiched between primary duties, but they make life interesting 
and help show students the full realm of horticulture.  Last fall we began making some 
new plant acquisitions. Below is a list of these. If you will be visiting campus let me 
know. I would love to show you how these are performing. 
  
-Will add list later- 
  
Kevin Parris 
Horticulture Instructor/ Arboretum Coordinator 
Spartanburg Community College 
 
 
Thanks to Kevin and Jason, this program continues to make something better out of 
itself.  Keep up the Good Work, guys! 
 
 
               
A new Niche Garden on the horizon. 
 
Two of the three courtyards of the West Building now contain beautiful gardens…. 
The George and Sissy Stone International Peace Garden and The Sallie James Plant 
Zoo.  
 
The last bermudagrass, bare spotted-no landscaped courtyard, between ‘C’ and ‘D’ 
wings will become the Xeric Garden. 
 
 This garden is sort of a ‘dry gulch, western style garden that will feature plants that 
can maintain themselves with little water needs. 
A style known as ‘Xeriscaping’… Cacti, Agave, etc and a real plus to the construction 
of this garden is ‘We get to take out four of the most prolific ‘Gum Ball’ producing 
Sweet Gum trees on campus..Woo Hoo!!  
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A First Year ‘Atta Boy’? 
 
For the first time in the 17 or so years of Atta Boy Award history, a first year student 
has won an acclaimed ‘Atta Boy’ Award. 
 
‘Leo the Lion’ Leonard Nesbitt 
        Able to move large trees with 
        4 students hanging on to it. 
 
      Stays after school and volunteers 
      to do work in garden. 
        
      Never observed with ‘hands in  
      pockets. 
 
      For his British accent  
       ( What ‘e’ say?)                                                              
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Our Graduates cover the Southeast 
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Michael Barnes, Research Asst, Virginia Tech, 
Blacksburg, VA.  His wife, Tamara is now gaining a 
Doctorate in Environmental Studies. Congratulations to 
both these fine people!  

Homer Green, Crew Leader, Landscape Services, 
Disney Word, Orlando, Fla 

Amy (Ingraham) Caldwell,( a new Mom) vegetative 
control, power right-of-ways, Tenn. 

Cyndi (Robinson) Banks , Horticulturist, 
Highlands Botanical Garden (UNC), Highlands, NC 

Ava Comer, Manager, Color Beds for 60 
properties from Hilton Head to Savannah, GA for 
the Greenery. Ava formerly worked for the City 
of Hardeeville as a Grounds Manager. 

Chris Dicks, Crew Leader, Landscape 
management for Ed Castro Landscapes, Atlanta, 
GA 

Jason Yuille, formerly with the Greenery, in 
Hilton Head is now a Landscape Supervisor with 
Environmental Arts. He is moving to the Turks 
and Caicos Islands at the end of May. 



 
 
 
 
 
Western SC Operations teams up with Local College 
 
Charleston, S.C. (May 14, 2008) – Southland is proud to announce its new scholarship 
and internship programs with Spartanburg Community College (SCC). 
 
Beginning this May, students from SCC’s horticulture program will have the opportunity 
to gain hands-on experience in the landscaping industry. Student’s participating in the 
program will learn a wide variety of skills that will include landscape maintenance, 
working with irrigation systems, installing landscapes and applying pesticides and 
fertilizers. 
 
“Hands-on experience is invaluable in the horticulture industry,” said Jason Bagwell, 
SCC’s horticulture department head. “Working alongside industry professionals like 
Southland will give students the opportunity to experience real-world applications in a 
high-quality work environment.  It will be a tremendous asset to every student both in 
the classroom and as they begin their careers.” 
 
In addition to the internship program Southland will offer a $1,000 scholarship to one 
SCC horticulture student. This will be an annual scholarship that will be offered each 
fall. 
 
“We are pleased to be able to partner with Spartanburg Community College as a 
participant in their internship program,” said Don Pottieger, president of Southland. “In 
the same spirit, Southland Landscape Corporation is proud to be able to provide a 
scholarship for students who wish to enter into the green industry and study 
horticulture at this fine institution.”   
 
     
 
He’s at it again! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dan Devoe  is gaining a advanced look into the world of Horticulture through 
Horticulture Internships. 
Dan was our first student ever to accept and complete a year-long internship. This 
great experience was completed at the Chicago Botanic Gardens. Not only a great 
learning experience, but a great entry on his resume!                                   
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Dan, on his own, has sought additional internships and had an opportunity at the 
famed Callaway Gardens in Pine Mountain, Ga., however, had another opportunity 
at the  Applewood Estate in Flint, Michigan.  He wrestled with the choice, but 
eventually turned down the Callaway offer and has accepted the Applewood offer. 
 
Applewood is an award winning estate of thirty four acres located adjacent to the 
Cultural Center of Flint. Applewood, the Charles Stewart and Ruth Rawlings Mott 
estate, which dates back to 1916, includes a formal perennial garden, a large 
rose/annual garden, extensive shrub borders, mature specimen trees, lilac, daylily and 
hosta collections, highly maintained turf, an antique apple orchard, a demonstration 
garden and production greenhouses. The estate has been described as one of the top 
five gardens in Michigan. An extensive Community Enrichment Calendar provides a 
variety of opportunities for the public to experience Applewood’s gardens, as well. 
 
I’m sure Dan will do well there as he did in Chicago. Surely lots to learn with this 
garden’s variety of opportunities with various plants.         
 
 
            
Spartanburg Community College Signs replanted. 
 
Visitors, Faculty and Staff will notice that our signs coming onto campus have a new 
look. 
 
Some of the plants planted there in the past had overgrown and were blocking the 
lettering on some of the signs.  Also many were just ho hum and didn’t portray a 
modern college look. 
 
So leave it up to our new Arboretum Coordinator and Instructor, Kevin Parris and 
Department Head, Jason Bagwell along with first and second-year students to 
update this and make our campus more attractive to visitors, students, and staff. 
 
And as always, a good learning experience for our students. 
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New Urban Forestry Course this Fall 
 
Kevin Parris is developing a new course in Urban Forestry to be taught this Fall 
Semester.  And what better person to teach a course dealing with ever aspect of 
Urban Trees than Kevin. Well, he loves trees and if you don’t believe that just follow 
him around our campus or around Milliken’s collection! 
 
He reminds me of the young lady on TV running from carpet to carpet, except 
Kevin is running from tree to tree ! 
 
Seriously, he will cover Urban trees from selection, planting, and maintenance. 
 
Check it out! 
 
 
What’s This?  Online courses _
 

_____________________________ 

Kelly Lewis, our adjunct faculty has developed the HRT 241 Turfgrass course 
for online this summer. In addition, she is developing HRT 113 Landscape Plant 
Materials this summer for online later and HRT 108 Annuals And Perennials for 
this Fall. 
 
So Check it out………school at home and at your hours! 
 
 
 
Hort Shorts – Who, What, When ,Where? 
 
Chris Smith, a graduate of SCC Horticulture and Clemson, who now owns and runs 
a successful Landscape company called GrassTenders based in Pauline, SC. 
is coming onboard this Fall as an Adjunct Faculty to teach our HRT 208 Hort 
Business. Well, he does own a successful hort business! 
 
Hey, is this a Pauline conspiracy?  
 
Andrea Stevens, from Pauline and aided by her sidekick, Peggy Henderson, is doing 
an Internship at Hatcher Gardens. According to Jeff Hall, Horticulturalist, both are 
doing a great job! 
 
Wait!!  Another graduate from Pauline or maybe Walnut Grove? ,but still close to 
Pauline, Michael Barnes, got married in Hatcher Gardens on Saturday,  
May 17, 2008 to Tamara V. Savelyeva.  Good fortunes to you both! 
 
What’s with all this marrying stuff?  Matt Rainey, a graduate of Greer, SC got married 
a week or so ago.   
 
Graduate Nathan Rogers is working the summer with Matt doing Landscaping. 
               
             8 



 
 
 
A graduate classmate of Matt’s,  Thomas Baker, put the camper on his truck and lit 
out to Washington State to do an internship at a Garden there!  Sounds like something 
Mike Barnes and Dan Devoe may have done some time before? 
 
Travis Matthews, a 2008 graduate is now employed by Painter’s Landscaping. 
Travis gained recognition as being a 2-year Work Study along with his cousin, Justin 
Turner. Travis’ fame to glory was his hard work, but a plus besides keeping his 
assigned garden area neat and clean, was his keeping the equipment shed neat, clean, 
and orderly! Perhaps these attributes: Hard Work and Organization of 
Equipment and Tools was what Jimmy Painter noticed about him! 
 
              
Brandon Patton, a recent graduate is working for John Keeler Landscaping in 
Columbia, SC.  Brandon is a Hardscape Installer. On our field trip to Columbia this  
past spring, Brandon spoke to our students about paver installation. Good to see you, 
Brandon! 
 
 
Editor’s Note :  Sure glad these ‘young’ folks are coming on to teach these courses, 
‘Cause, Old Mac’s gitting all tuckered out. I can’t keep up with Jason and Kevin, so 
we don’t walk together anywhere!  They stop occasionally and wait for me. ‘And both 
them ‘Boys’ have knee problems! 
 
Maybe what tuckered me out was following Jimmy Painter around for the past 
29 years!  He too had bad knees! 
 
As I enter my last year in the Hort program, It has been a great experience! Lots of 
great memories of trips, events, labs, classes, as well as so many memorable students. 
 
I recently received this note from a graduate; “ You have shaped my career 
pursuits, and life for the better.”  This makes it all worthwhile.   
 
 
 

And then, I found a surprise on          
the Internet….. 
Thomas Dismukes!          
 
Thomas had finished our program 
several years ago, then went on to 
Clemson. I lost touch with him at 
that point.   
 
Recently I was looking through an 
old SC FFA magazine and saw 
Thomas’ name listed as a speaker at 
their conference. 
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I contacted Thomas around this past Christmas.  Thomas was excited to hear from me. 
 
His reply was “ It’s a cool story how everything turned out the way things have. To be 
completely honest, EVERYTHING is contributed and ties back to things I learned and 
people I met under the tutelage of you and Mr. Painter.  I’d love to come by and see 
you sometime. Please know wherever I lay my head, you are always welcome. 
 
Thanks again for every  thing you did/do, and not to get all Oprah with you…Thanks 
again for making a difference in my life.” 
 
Thomas is a motivational speaker who travels around the country speaking to groups. 
He lists himself on his website as a Motivational Storyteller, Humorist and Adventurer 
with his organization; Stories That Tell, “Powerful stories that encourage the heart and 
warm the soul.” 
 
Great to hear of this graduate’s success!!   
 
I read and hear about the many successes of our graduates…..it astounds me! 
 
And the fond memories of my collegues, both faculty and staff , Why I bet I’ll still come 
around occasionally to see everyone and the gardens……but I won’t have to be here at 
8 am!!, nor will I have to shout out Jimmy Painter’s famous phrase to students, 
Now y’all lookie here! 
 
I’m sure that this program has great things in store….we’ve been recognized 
throughout the Southeast.  And these ‘young whipper snappers’ are putting their 
feet to the floorboard. 
 
So jump back and watch ‘em go! 
 
My hat’s off to Jason, Kevin, Kelly, and whoever else comes aboard to steer this 
program along. 
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