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What’s New? 
 

Successful Internships over the Summer 
 

Jeff Hall, the Horticulturalist at Hatcher Garden and Wildlife Preserve 
had a very successful summer workforce with Interns, Andrea Stevens and 

Peggy Henderson working by his side. According to Jeff, these two hard-working 
ladies were the best interns he has had yet at Hatcher! And in talking to them, 

they enjoyed their summer internship. They were pictured in the past Hatcher 

Happenings newsletter. 
 

It was amazing watching them, along with Jeff dismantling a 28’ X 48’ (?) green- 
house at Clemson to bring back to Hatcher Gardens free of charge. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Other interns were, Andrew Bullard working with CD Landscape Management and a 

former alumnus, Justin Finney 
 

Jake Satterfield worked with Matt Rainey, an SCC Hort graduate and, supervisor of 
Landscape Operations at River Farms Nursery, along with another graduate, Nathan 

Rogers who was working the summer before going back to Clemson this Fall.  
 

Jason Getgasorn, worked with Southland Landscapes , did a remarkable job as usual 
and even got featured along with his picture in the Spartanburg Herald-Journal  in a  

story. In addition he received a $1000 Schlorship! Nice Bonus! Way to go, Jason! 
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It has been awhile since we have had a student choose Callaway Gardens in Pine 
Mountain, Ga for an internship. However, this year, Candice Henderson chose and 

went to this famed resort. 
 

 

           
 

               Peggy Henderson 
 

                                                                          
 

 
 

                                                                                                  Alesha  Broquet 
 

Andrea Stevens 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  2nd Year Horticulture Ladies shown on our new 
  John Deere Tractor 
 

Scholarships 
 

This year’s classes have raked in some scholarship money to help defray the cost of 
attending SCC’s Horticulture Program. 

 
     A $1000 Southland Landscape Corp. scholarship was  

    awarded to  Jason Getgasorn Thanks to Southland and their 
    generous offering toward scholarships. Several of our  

    graduates are employed by the state wide company. 
 

 
 

     

    The Jimmy Painter Scholarship of $ 500  was awarded to 
                                  Charles Coleman from Greenwood, SC.  This is the first  

                                  award of this scholarship fund. 
    *Alumni, Friends, Hort Industry, your support is needed 

    to help grow this fund so deserving students from out- 
    of- county, out-of-state students can attend our regional 

    program! 
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Hort Club Officers Selected 

 
Jason Getgasorn was selected by his fellow 2nd year classmates to be the President 

and Francisco Gutierrez was selected as Treasurer. The Club is in good hands. 
 

  
 

 
 

    
 

               
Welcome to our New Instructors?  

 

Actually, Kelly Lewis began last semester, but this year has taken on new and 
expanded duties. 

 
This semester, Kelly is developing online courses which eventually will expand  

opportunities for night students who in the past were unable to attend because 
of horticulture job difficulties. In addition, this may help night students move  

from a Horticulture Certificate to a full AS Degree in Horticulture! 
 

Kelly has completed putting HRT 108, Annuals and Perennials online. She is  
working on getting the HRT 105 Landscape Plant Materials online. 

 
Both these plant ID courses additionally will benefit day students in these courses 

in studying the pictures at night for upcoming ID quizzes in the day program. 
 

In addition, Kelly is teaching 2 lab sections of Botany and Landscape Plant  

Materials as Kevin works to complete his requirement for a Doctorate Degree. 
 

Kevin’s course work at Clemson and his research work at the Fletcher, NC’s 
NCState Nursery Research Station are part of his work to secure his degree. 

He is teaching a lab at Clemson, a new course in Urban Tree Care at SCC as well  
As a night course in HRT 113 Plant Materials at SCC, 

 
Both Kevin and Kelly are burning the midnight oil!  

 
Chris Smith,  a SCC and Clemson Hort graduate came in this Fall to teach the HRT 

208 Horticulture Business Practices. We have received great comments from students 
about Chris’ performance in teaching this class. Chris owns and operates 

GrassTenders, A full-service Landscape Service based in Pauline, SC. Glad to have 
Chris with us this semester. 

 

And although not new, since he taught as an adjunct last year, Mark Gregory is back 
to provide his expertise in teaching HRT   Irrigation.  Mark, a graduate of our program 

owns and operates Guardian Professional Horticultural Services, Inc of 
Spartanburg, SC. 
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We dun got us some new stuff!! 
 
A forty- horse John Deere tractor with hydrostatic drive and equipment. WOW. I 

drove it…..Sweet!  This heavier tractor will benefit us in our expanding gardens as well 
as the Physical plant with campus maintenance. 

 
But the crème de mint is our new Dingo and all the various attachments. This 

equipment with its tools will be invaluable to renovation of garden areas and  
features as well as building new garden beds and features. 

 
Got some ideas myself……but shoot, I’m leaving. 

 
 

Future plans (dreams)   

 
We ain’t xactly telling all, but like the ‘Wild and Crazy Guys’ (must have watched too 

much ‘Saturday Night Live’ in the past) we got some innovative project plans in the 
near future.  Stay tuned! 

 
 

Greenhouse – Nursery upgrade. 
 

The free cold-frame from Clemson ( thanks to Kelly ) that we took down and 
 moved to school this summer along with our existing cold frame, which our existing 

Nursery Class just took down, will soon be resurrected on our nursery pad side by 
side to provide us better growing conditions and winter protection for crops. 

 
The problem with the ‘wind tunnel’ off the hill to the nursery pad is also  

being addressed.  We have ordered and received several Container Slik units 

which are large vacuum formed sheets of poly with sleeves for containers to 
hold them erect in wind to solve blowovers!  

 

 
 

“ A society grows great when old men plant trees whose shade they know they shall never sit in.” 

 
 

A unique ‘animal’ visitor in our Plant Zoo 
 
In my wanderings to photograph plants, critters, landscape structures, etc to use in 

support of our various course content and make our courses more meaningful to 
students, I occasionally stumble across learning adventures ( this old dog still learns 

new tricks!) to share in classes. 

 
With first-year students in HRT 141 Pest Control running around campus with nets and 

jars catching ‘bugs’, I ‘caught’ a unique, first-time ever photo of a butterfly I had never 
seen before. 
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The butterfly visited our Sedum plants in the ‘Zoo’ . I got some great close ups and 

observed an unusual wing rubbing behavior as the insect fed on nectar. 
 

My next chore was to identify the ‘critter’. So, being a member of Iowa State’s 
BugGuide website, I submitted the photo for identification. I received an email 

notification shortly. 
 

The butterfly was a Great Purple Hairstreak (male). Most references showed the 
species was most prominent in the San Gabriel Mts of California and Utah. Sources 

further stated that the butterfly typically stayed at tree top levels in Sycamore trees 
with a larvae food source of Mistletoe……well just near the ‘Zoo’ these plants are found! 

 
Introducing the Great Purple Hairstreak……….. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             
 

 

 

      Our Mad Scientist 
  

                               Kevin ‘Woody’ Parris  is in ‘Hog Heaven’.            Since his 
 development of the ‘Kay Parris’ Magnolia      and his work 

                       at Fletcher with Dr. Tom Ranney,  He is planting seeds,  

       pollinating flowers, (I see little bags of Pantyhose tied over flowers  
       to keep insects from depositing unsuitable pollen on his work) and  

       looking for seedlings that might yield something new. 
 

       He was all excited the other day with a new Magnolia seedling he  
       found on campus, only to go back later to see it had been pulled up. 
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  But his detective skills found it in the back of the dump truck. He has 

       nursed it back to health and waiting to see what comes of it! 
 

 Certainly, a Horticulturalist to have on your team! 
 

 

 

  

          

 

    And now a word from the Chief, ‘Bugs’ Bagwell… 
 

Recognition for those who never get RECOGNIZED! 

As I think of how far this department has come and the many people (especially 

graduates) who have helped us get to where we are there is no way to say thank you 
enough for all that currently do and have done for us!  With that said I want to 

recognize our advisory committee (who is largely made of graduates) and extend a 
sincere welcome to several new members.  Members include Stewart Winslow, Keith 

Campbell, Mike Foster, Bruce Suddeth, Randy Failor, Mark Gregory, Dave Slatter, 
James Gilbert, Rick Burns, Randy Settle, Cleveland Jackson, John McGinnis, Stephen 

Howard, John Harris Drake, and Jeff Hall.  This committee has always been extremely 
supportive and innovative in helping us become the great program it is and they don’t 

get enough recognition or enough THANKS!  
 

 
 
Field Trips  

 
Perhaps one of the most rewarding events for students and faculty is to 
be able to expose students to seeing practices, equipment, procedures, 

at first class nurseries, arboretums, greenhouses, gardens, trade shows and other 
geographic regions. 

 
The friendships we have made over the years with World Class horticulturalists have 

been phenomenal!  People like Michael Dirr, Tony Avant, and numerous others. They 
have helped our students see a bigger picture of this Industry. 

 
The many Conferences and Trade Shows have provided internships as well as even job 

sources for our students after they finish here. 

            
Our program has become well-known throughout the Southeast, especially in North 

Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. 
 

We can’t show students all the great plant treasures first hand that are contained at JC 
Raulston Arboretum, Duke Gardens, Georgia State Botanical Garden, Atlanta Botanical 

Gardens, Callaway Gardens, Biltmore House and Gardens, North Carolina Botanical 
Gardens at Asheville or the Landscaping at Post Properties in Atlanta. 

 

It just adds a life experience to their education they don’t forget! 
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Our Alumni at Clemson 
 
The following SCC Hort Alumni are currently at Clemson and have received 
Scholarships: 

 
Kenneth Baker            John Chumley           Michael Hardin        Nate Rogers 

 
Congratulations to all! 

 
 
 
Lisa Burgess : Successful graduate of SCC Horticulture and 
                        Clemson University 
 
   Lisa (Johnson) Burgess, a graduate of our program and                  
   Clemson University is now the Horticulture teacher at 

                         Golden Strip Career Center in Greenville.  Lisa did 
                         her student teaching with Barry Burdette while he was 

                         the teacher at Golden Strip Career Center.  
                         Previously Lisa, upon graduating from Clemson’s AG Education 

program was employed in Anderson County at Pendleton High School as an AG 
teacher. 

 
  
Lisa  Klementovich Gabory…A Graduate Success Story 
                              
                            Upon graduating from STC in 1999, under the helm  

                            of Jimmy Painter, Doug McAbee, and Kevin Parris,  I  
                            relocated to Pennsylvania where I began working at              
         the Rodale Working Tree Center in Emmaus.  
                            
                            This is the original Rodale family farm/arboretum            
         where the organic gardening movement started. In 
         fact, our farm is where Organic Gardening tests the 
         plants that are mentioned in the magazine.              
 
 

 
I was hired as the ornamental landscape coordinator who oversees the 
greenhouse operation, the children's garden project, and all of the 
ornamental gardens on the farm and at other company sites throughout 
Emmaus.  
 
I also write for Organic Gardening Magazine on a freelance basis and am 
currently taking an online writers course to sharpen my skills. I work 
directly with the Rodale family and Organic Gardening staff and pose for 
photos for how-to's and other articles both in the magazine and on the 
website.              7 



  
I am honored and very proud to have learned from Jimmy, Kevin, and 
Doug and I still brag about them to my coworkers and others in the 
business ! If it wasn't for them and the Hort Department at STC, I 
wouldn't be where I am today... 

  
Thanks a lot, 
  
Lisa Gabory 
 
Thanks to you Lisa for sharing this with us and our fellow Alumni.  
 
 
 
     Send us mail (email) graduates and let us know about your 

     success in the field of Horticulture! bagwellj@sccsc.edu 
 
 
 

We were saddened to learn about the death of a former student from our 
Hort program. Thanks to his family, he will be honored in our program 
with a Scholarship named in his honored. 

Below is the obituary as published: 

Patrick Lee Stuart 

SPARTANBURG, SC-- Patrick Lee Stuart, 38, of San Francisco, CA, formerly of 
Spartanburg, died Friday, September 5, 2008, in San Francisco. Born December 22, 

1969, in Auburn, AL, he was the son of Dr. Jeanne S. Kowalczyk of Gaffney and the 
late Alex W. Stuart. He attended St. Paul the Apostle Catholic School, Massanutten 

Military Academy in Woodstock, VA, and Spartanburg Community College, and was a 
landscaper. He was a former member of St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church. 

Surviving in addition to his mother is his step-father, Dr. Bruno F. Kowalczyk; a 
daughter, Alexis Stuart, and a son, Ross Stuart, both of Gaffney; and two brothers, 

Brian Stuart of Atlanta, GA, and Timothy Stuart of Gaffney. 
A memorial Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 2:00 PM Monday, September 22, 

2008, at St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church conducted by the Rev. James M. Crowley. 

A reception will follow in the Parish Life Center. 
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the Patrick Stuart Horticulture 

Scholarship, Spartanburg Community College, PO Box 4386, Spartanburg, SC 29305. 
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