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We were saddened to learn of the death of Jerry Wilson.  Mr. 
Wilson was the oldest graduate of our horticulture program, 

having graduated at the age of 72. Jerry came into our program after 
his retirement while in his late 60’s-early 70’s. He quickly proved the 
old adage – ‘You’re never too old to learn.’  Jerry was well respected 
and loved by the ‘youngsters’ in our program and quickly became 
many student’s ‘adopted grandfather’.  He was always ready to do 
the work that students were assigned and took a lot of pride in doing 
the best job he could.
 
Jerry was always telling us about growing up on a farm in the upper 
Midwest. He often described his boyhood chores and the hard life 
experiences that come with cold winters. He was an excellent story-
teller and students were usually eager to hear what he had to say. Mr. 
Wilson was a very dedicated student and I certainly thought a lot of 
him and the superb effort he put forth.

William G. Wilson passed away Wednesday morning January 18, 2006.  
Memorials may be made to the SCC Foundation earmarked hor-
ticulture department. A very nice wooden bench and table have 
already been placed in the Plant Zoo by a donor honoring Jerry’s 
memory. Our hearts and prayers go out to Jerry’s daughter, Karen  
Ravan, and her family.
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Once again, FFA Chapter Teams from all over South Carolina spent a busy Saturday on our campus competing in 
various competitions in the Nursery/Landscape  area of the Career Development Events (CDE).

These were the top teams and individual winners:

Lexington FFA Nursery/Landscape Team Headed To National Finals 
Columbia, SC – According to John W. Parris, director of public affairs with the South Carolina FFA Association, the 
Lexington Technology Center FFA Nursery-Landscape Team took first place honors in the state finals recently held at 
Spartanburg Community College.

Team members Justin Wright, Jessica Hook, Robbie Fox and Cooper Ress, along with FFA advisor, Tommy Harmon, 
were awarded expense-paid trips to compete in the nursery-landscape finals. The finals, held annually at the national 
FFA convention, will be taking place in Indianapolis, Indiana later this year.

Robbie Fox was the highest individual scorer in the overall event, just beating out second place finisher Justin Wright. 
The Strom Thurmond Technology Center team, consisting of Jonathan Holmes, Ryan Williams, Michelle Miller and Ashley 
Doolittle, was runner-up in the state finals. Ashley Doolittle had the third highest score in the overall state competition. 
Hugh Bland and Dan Henderson are the FFA advisors at the Center.

Anderson I & II Technology Center’s team placed third in the state finals. Team members Zach Haddan, Jeffery Ambrose, 
Clay Jordan and Greg Brewer were coached by Steve McGaha, horticulture instructor at the Center.

Florence FFA Members Compete In State Horticulture Finals
Florence, SC – Florence Career Center FFA members competed in the State FFA-sponsored Floriculture and Nursery-
Landscape Finals held recently at Spartanburg Community College.

FFA State Nursery/Landscape CDE Winners decided at 
Spartanburg Community College

Nursery / Landscape
Top Teams

1. Lexington Technology Center 
2. Strom Thurmond High School

3. Anderson I & II Tech. Ctr
4. Gilbert High School

Top Individuals
1. Robbie Fox – Lexington

2. Justin Wright – Lexington
3. Ashley Doolittle – Strom Thurmond
4. Michelle Miller – Strom Thurmond

Floriculture
Top Teams

1. Lexington Technology Center
2. Strom Thurmond High School

3. Aiken High School
4. Gilbert High School

Top Individuals
1. Will Amick – Lexington

2. Rebecca Hastings – Strom Thurmond
3. Patrick Williams – Lexington

4. Lara Boyd – Aiken

continued on page 3
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Debra Merrill, Kelsey Yeargin, Rose Sims and Clayton Wain-
right competed in the FFA nursery-landscape career devel-
opment event while Brittany Gandy, Kelsey Yeargin, Lizzie 
Turner and Victoria Gregg competed in the floriculture event. 
Joan Alexander, horticulture instructor and FFA advisor at 
the Career Center, coached the two teams and accompanied 
them to the state competition.

Lexington FFA Floriculture 
Team Headed To National Finals

Columbia, SC – The Lexington Technology Center FFA 
Floriculture Team took first place honors in the State FFA-
sponsored floriculture finals at Spartanburg Community 
College, according to John W. Parris.

Team members Will Amick, Richard Blume, Patrick Williams 
and Emily Ivey along with team advisor, Tommy Harmon, 
horticulture instructor at the Center, were awarded ex-
pense-paid trips to the National FFA convention scheduled 
in Indianapolis, Indiana, later this year to compete in the 
national floriculture finals.

Will Amick was the highest individual scorer and Patrick Wil-
liams was the third highest scorer in the overall state event.

The Strom Thurmond Technology Center Team was runner-
up in the state finals. Rebecca Hastings  was  the  second high-
est individual scorer in the overall event. Team members are 
Rebecca Hastings, Brandi Bearden, Tracie Morgan and Jessica 
Morgan. Hugh Bland and Dan Henderson, agricultural educa-
tion teachers at the center, are the team advisors. Aiken FFA 
team members Lara Boyd, Shevonie Paige and Amanda Barron 
placed third in the state competition. Joe Wilson, horticulture 
instructor at Aiken High School, is their coach.

- Reprinted from Ag Biz, SCFFA magazine with 
 permision on John Parris.

As we sought the addition of a water feature for our plant  
 zoo, Smith Turf’s Nate Crosby went ‘to bat for us’. He 

got the wheels rolling and worked out a deal with Aquascape 
to set up a pondless feature as a contractors workshop. This 
endeavor saved us quite a sum of money as well as allowed 
our students to work side-by-side with contractors. The ad-
dition was completed on June 8, 2006.

The builder in charge was Richard Panten, of Platinum Ponds, 
aka  “The Upstate Pond Guy” of Taylors, SC. He did a super 
job of guiding our students and the contractors through a 
great day of instruction. Richard was assisted by fellow pond 
builder, Ronnie Abbott of Green Valley Landscaping, Inc. in 
Spartanburg. Both Richard and Ronnie have been certified 
as pond builders by Aquascapes.

We were also included on Richard’s Pond Tour of water 
features in the Upstate area on June 21, 2006.

Thanks so much to everyone who made this happen!

A Great Endeavor...
By Doug McAbee

continued from page 2

Seems that Roebuck Nursery and Landscape’s Rick McAbee 
has taken a liking to our graduates.

At present, David Kuhn works as a manager at the nursery 
along with graduates Jason Bates and Josh McMillan, who 
work as landscapers. And now, Jamie Pruitt has joined the 
team and become the latest SCC hort alumni to work there.

Jamie had worked for some time as the grounds manager for 
the Kannapolis Intimidators, a minor league baseball team, 
following his graduation from Clemson University.  As a turf 
specialist, there may be some new operations in store for 
Roebuck Landscape’s future. 

By Golly... It’s a Hort Alumni 
Connection at Work!
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On Thursday, September 29, 2005, a group of 50+ 
(perhaps gang, troop or even mob describes it 

best!) of hort students, along with four faculty members, 
boarded a bus headed for of horticulture ‘wonders’ in 
the state of Georgia.

Enroute we encountered a brief rain shower, a phenome-
num we had not seen in some time. As many rejoiced 
in its sight, others yawned and went back to sleep. 
Certainly, not the lyrics from the hit song; ‘A Rainy Night 
in Georgia’…

Our first stop was the State Botanical Garden of Georgia, 
just off the University of Georgia (UGA) campus. Dr. Tim 
Smally and two other garden personnel led students on a 
brief tour.  After this, our own Kevin Parris, a Dirr disciple, 
led a small group of students in his HRT 105 Landscape 
Plant Materials class on a tour of plants from his weekly 
plant list. An interesting trip to a fine garden!

Afterwards, Dr. Smalley led us to the nearby horticulture 
farm, a research area of the UGA hort department, and 
discussed his research plots concerning soil amend-
ments, mulch materials and their effects on the growth 
of annuals. Unfortunately, some hort students missed the 
discussion as they were too busy getting fire ants out from 

between their toes!

Next, we visited Mark 
Griffith’s liner nursery. 
Mark’s nursery operation 
has expanded to include 
a new site which has 

houses that accommodate 100 thousand plus rooted liners 
in a single greenhouse! And the site is still growing!

A Rainless Night in Georgia

By Doug McAbee

After a quiet night and a Marta trip to dine, we had a 
refreshing sleep. The next day, we were off to the Atlanta 
Botanical Garden. We wuz like yunguns at a carnival…all 
big eyed! There was so much to 
see – even a new model railroad 
garden!  We were taken back to our 
childhood, but to a grander scale. 
These trains had tall trestles over 
water, mountains, tunnels – the 
works!  After the spell broke, Mr. 
Painter, Jason and I did manage 
to view the rest of this fine, elaborate garden nestled in 
Downtown Atlanta. It was so peaceful there, you forget 
you are in Atlanta until you look over the trees and see 
skyscrapers.

After a fine, educational, and enjoyable visit, we finally 
rounded up the troops and headed to our next stop, a 
meal at the famous Varsity Drive-In near Georgia Tech. 
This was like going to two Beacon Drive-Ins! After the 
meal, we headed out to visit a Post Properties site. Post 
manages apartments, townhouses, condominiums, com-
mercial warehouses, etc.  These properties shine since so 
much attention is given to the appearance of the struc-
tures and grounds! We have been able to place several 
interns with Post Properties, including Ian Duncan, who 
interned with Post just last year.

Students were awed at the scope of Post horticulturalists 
and the work they do with these properties. After walking 
up and down the hills in Hotlanta, we were ready for the  
more forgiving foothills back home in Spartanburg!

Another fine, educational, and enjoyable visit as we 
headed back to Sparkle City.
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By Doug McAbee

Why you thank we call it the Plant Zoo!  ‘Cause ‘em’ 
plants is armed and dangerous… least some of ‘um 

is’. The Plant Zoo, our newest West Building courtyard 
garden, was designed to contain plants that have un-
usual animal names (we call these plantimals), as well as 
include plants with unusual characteristics. It’s a Garden 

of Botanical Wonders.

Some of the planting areas include 
a dry garden with Prickly Pear 
cacti, Agave, Sedums, Yucca, False 
Yucca, New Zealand Flax and the 
like. An Organ Pipe garden is a 

series of clay chimney flues which contain herb species. 
We have a tropical rainforest (rain provided by Jimmy 
and his irrigation students) with Bananas, Elephant Ears, 
Gingers, Bengal Tiger Canna Lilies, Japanese Irises, etc. 
And just in case there are any hungry Koala Bears prowl-
ing about campus, we have a couple of Eucalyptus trees 
located here for their forage. 

Some of the other plants are Teddy Bear Magnolia, Fly-
ing Dragon Osage Orange, Butterfly bushes, Dragon’s 
Blood sedum, Cardinal Flower as well as Cardinal Red 

‘Git Back… ’Git Back… ’Them Plants ‘Ull’ Bite ‘U’

Jimmy Painter, Jason Bagwell and myself have put the rubber to the road this spring. Our mission: recruit new students 
from area high school programs in the state. 

We collectively visited the following high schools: RD Anderson, Moore, SC; Anderson Area I and II TLC; Daniel Morgan 
Technology Center, Spartanburg, SC (Class Visit and Career Fair); Cherokee Technology Center, Blacksburg, SC (class 
visit and career fair) Union Comprehensive High School, Union, SC (career fair); Gilbert High School, Gilbert, SC;  
Lexington Technology Center, Lexington, SC; Ridgeview High School, Columbia, SC; Swofford Vocational School, New 
Prospect, SC;  Laurens High School (career fair), Laurens, SC; and Harley Bonds Vocational School, in Greer, SC.

On the Recruitment Circuit

Oleander, Little Kitten, Tall Tails and Zebra ornamental 
grasses and numerous other plantimals.

And now, we’ve got a watering hole for our plantimals. 
An Aquascape water feature was installed in June 
which features a small rocky stream with marginal and 
water plants to be added. Since we want to represent 
certain animal groups such as Tigers and Gamecocks, 
we even have some plants bearing the animals fea-
tured there (more with Tiger names though, you 
know…fiercer!!). A Tiger Lily will be added later (had 
trouble capturing it).

In this hot, dry summer, the birds have discovered 
the stream we installed. Scores of birds visit it daily for 
drinking and bathing. Just the other day, a 
Cardinal scolded me because I was in the 
garden near the water feature and ‘he was 
next in line to visit.”

So as it matures, come out and visit our Plant Zoo gar-
den between the A and B wings of the West Building 
on our campus!
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I recall back in the ‘60’s (strange I can remember this 
and can’t remember something from yesterday) visit-

ing relatives on Carlisle Street on Sunday afternoons. 
It was, then, a quiet neighborhood of mostly medium 
income, residents who spent Sunday afternoons basking 
in the warm afternoon sun, sitting on the front porch 
and  sipping ice tea.

My reintroduction with Carlisle Street, a short street 
running from South Church St. to Daniel Morgan Ave. 
(this end now blocked by the city) in the center of Spar-
tanburg, was quite dramatic. This neighborhood had left 
those quiet 1960’s days as people moved away to the 
suburbs, leaving these as rental houses and inviting the 
criminal element to move into this small street. Many 
of these once nice homes, had fallen into shambles. 
Now condemned, standing with boarded windows. 
However, progress of redeveloping this neighborhood 
was evident.

This was a community 
redevelopment project 
to restore homes in 
the Historic Hampton 
Heights neighborhood, 
one of Spartanburg’s 
oldest. A foundation 
called Preservation Trust 
moved in and gained control of the situation. They were 
buying the homes, renovating them and then reselling 
them. My Hort 102 Landscape Design classes were asked 
by Kristi Webb, executive director, and Rebecca Parrish, 
assistant director of Preservation Trust, if design students 
could draw landscape designs for houses being renovated 

Down on Carlisle Street

By Doug McAbee

and offered for sale to young 
professional people. It is an 
effort to give these beauti-
fully remodeled homes more 
curb appeal for sales.

Many of my Design students 
rose to the occasion, putting many hours of hard work 
and care into designing landscapes for the renovated 
homes.

You can visit the following web address to learn more 
about Preservation Trust in Spartanburg and their 
work in the Historic Hampton Heights neighborhood 
of Spartanburg, SC: http://www.preservespartanburg.
org/purpose.htm

Congratulations to Nathan Rogers, Matt Rainey, Thomas 
Baker, and Luke Murphree for a job well done. These four 
young men were chosen from my landscape design class 

to present their ideas to Kristi Webb and Rebecca 
Parrish of Preservation Trust of Spartanburg. The 
designs were of three homes being renovated for 
sale on Carlisle Street. They each did such a remark-
able job with a color rendered presentation design 
that Ms. Parrish asked if she could get a copy of the 
computer design file. That’s when they told her that 
the designs were hand colored!

In addition, Ms. Parrish showed the designs to Kevin 
Parris and Tipp Pitts of the LandArts Design Group of 
Spartanburg. The two were impressed with the detail and 
care the students had given to the drawings. They were all 
very dedicated to the task and did a remarkable job!
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The spring saw many students, eager for some hands-on-
learning, a little income and college credit, seeking out 

summer internships. Here are some of the great opportunities 
they landed this year...

Dan Devoe was very energetic in applying to many large Bo-
tanical Gardens such as the Missouri Botanical Garden in 
St. Louis, the Chicago Botanical Garden, Biltmore House 
and Gardens in Asheville, NC, Longwood Gardens in Penn., 
and Callaway Gardens in Pine Mountain, GA. And he was ac-
cepted to all of these!  This must be a hort department record! 
Unfortuantely, due to an existing back problem, he was unable 
to take most of the offers. The offer in Chicago, however, was 
right up his alley, so Dan was off to the windy city in May.

Homer Green, our hort club president, headed to sunny 
Florida where he applied and was accepted to Disney World 
in Orlando. From Dark Corners (in upper Spartanburg County), 
Homer will sing his country ballads and wear his straw hat in 
Mickey’s kingdom.

Jason Isbell, from Clinton, SC, went north 
to Panther country, Charlotte, NC and the 
Bank of America Stadium (home of 
the Carolina Panthers) for his internship. 
Jason stay off the field when the players 
are out there!

These guys were featured on the SCC local cable TV show, Tech 
Talk, in Spartanburg in April speaking about their internship 
opportunities, the hort program and the college.

John Navy interned with Highlands Botanical Gardens, 
in Highlands, NC. He worked there under Cyndi Robinson, 
an alumni of our program and Clemson University, who is the 
resident horticulturalist and currently is pursuing a master’s 
degree from Clemson University. A note from Cyndi Robinson: 
“ John is doing a great job. Very enthusiastic and willing to do 
whatever we need. I wish I had several more like him.” John 

is our first intern at this site and it sounds like he is planting 
seed from more students to intern there!

Travis Durham interned at Thornblade Golf Course in 
Greenville, SC and had the opportunity to work with Graham 
Stepp, a graduate and Clemson University transfer student.

Matt Rainey interned with Carolina Landscape in 
Charleston, SC. I spoke to Matt in late May about how he 
liked it down there. His comment was, “Great!! This is 
Landscaping!”  We recently planted a large holly with a 95” 
rootball. There was not enough room to get a tree spade 
behind the house, so we had to dig the hole by hand!  And 
the large holly had to be lifted by a crane over the house to 
place it in the planting hole!”

Andrew Kingsmore was an intern with the Greenery, a first 
class landscape installation and maintenance company along 
the coast in Hilton Head, SC.

Nathan Rogers took an internship with Gilbert’s Nursery, 
a fine container nursery in Chesnee, SC.

Brandon Stroud interned with Yoder Bros 
Greenhouses in Pendleton, SC.

Brandon Patton stayed nearby and interned at 
Hatcher Garden and Woodland Preserve in 
Spartanburg where he worked with horticulturalist, 
Jeff Hall, a graduate of our hort program.

Jacob Powers interned with The Farmer’s Shed Garden 
Center in Lexington, SC.

And last but not least, Greg Scofield interned (and put up 
with us) in the Hort Gardens at Spartanburg Community 
College. In addition, Gregg worked with the grounds manage-
ment on our campus for half a day. By the end of summer, he 
should be a lean, mean, mowing machine.

And the first two interns I visited got great reviews from their 
supervisor. Hope this continues…

Hort Internships
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Hort Shorts

Nancy Hannotte Zerr sent word that her and husband, 
Tim are tired of the Florida scene with its hurricanes are 

moving to Sago, Maine. Wow… but the snow? Well, Nancy is 
from the northeast so she can adjust. An accident resulting 
in a back injury forced Nancy to give up her job as a grower 
at a major foliage-producing greenhouse firm in southern 
Florida, and now she is off to a new setting from Key Largo, 
Florida to Sago, Maine. Good Luck to you and Tim!  And 
bundle up this winter! Nancy was one of three graduates 
(along with Jon Onifer and Ray Owens) who interned at 
Disney World in Orlando, Florida.

A message from graduate, Chris Dicks: “Happy MLK Day!!   
How’s it going?   Here are a few of the managers here at 
Ed Castro Landscape (a picture he sent).  I blinked in this 
picture, but I’ll send more if you want a selection. I am a field 
manager/account manager. A field manager goes around 
with the supervisors and aids them with anything they 
need, while an account manager is the contact manager for 
a property.  I run two crews of two and I am currently over 
70 properties.  I am in love with the job here.  Everything 
the professors at SCC have taught me, I am using.” 

Chris came to our program from Aiken, SC. He was the Hort 
Club President while here, interned at the Biltmore House 
and Gardens and helped his class in planting the Interna-
tional Garden. He went on to Clemson University and then 
to Castro Landscape upon his graduation from Clemson.   

Rusty Ribelin is getting married! Rusty is a graduate and 
was a classmate of Nancy Zerr. He is from Lancaster and 
upon graduation moved back to Lancaster where he works 
for the S.C. Forestry Service.

Lisa Johnson is finishing her student teaching at Golden 
Strip Career Center in Mauldin, SC with Barry Burdette 
as part of her Ag. Ed Degree at Clemson University. She has 
thoroughly enjoyed her experience at Golden Strip. She 
recently attended our high school equipment fair with Barry 
and brought a team to SCC to participate in the State FFA 

Career Development Events (CDE) contest.  She has accepted 
a position with Pendleton High School  in the Ag Department. 
In addition she is also looking into a graduate opportunity at 
Clemson, as well. Good Luck with your teaching job!

Michael Green, an SCC graduate and current Clemson 
student in the Ag. Ed. Program has, for the third year, helped 
in the State FFA CDE contest. Thanks, Michael for helping 
out and good luck with the completion of your degree In 
Ag. Ed at Clemson.

Ava Comer, a graduate employed at Foster’s Garden Center 
in Spartanburg has approached me about getting the SCC 
Hort Alumni Association up-and-running again. According 
to Ava, several recent graduates have expressed an interest 
in reforming this association. We had a good association 
back in the mid-90’s but careers took our leaders to various 
places in the country and the association fell apart without 
their leadership.

Graduate Lynne Fairchild, has relocated to St. Augustine, 
Florida with her family. Formerly, Lynne was associated with 
Lichtenfelt’s Nursery and worked as a manager at Carolina 
Garden World, in Spartanburg. Prior to coming into our pro-
gram she had a background in the corporate management 
motel business. She said she had an interest in purchasing 
a bed and breakfast business in St. Augustine, Florida. We 
wish you much success!

Double congratulations go to Carrie (Livingston) Barrett. 
Carrie was married to Christopher Barrett on June 7, 2003 
and they had a baby boy, David Christopher, on July 26, 
2005. According to grandpa (David Livingston, Green Earth 
Services, Inc) all are doing well.

I recall the team of Carrie Livingston and Jennifer Orr plant-
ing a lot of perennials in our International Garden.

Ann Jones, a graduate is currently working with Ashdown 
Roses in Campobello, SC. According to Paul Zimmerman, 
Ann is doing a great job for them. In talking with Ann at a 
recent Professional Association of Horticulture Professionals 
(PAHP) meeting, she said that even with the long drive from 
Pauline, she loves her job there.
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Jay Love, a graduate and current student at Clemson had 
an opportunity to go to the Ecke Ranch in California for an 
internship. Jay won a $1,000 scholarship and $500 travel 
money from the International Plant Propagator’s Society last 
April.  Ecke Ranch is the world famous Poinsettia hybridizer 
and grower in southern California. In speaking with Jay at 
the South Carolina Horticulture Industry (SCHI) Nursery 
Show in Myrtle Beach, he said he enjoyed the work very 
much. An update on Jay.  According to Dr. Faust, a profes-
sor at Clemson in a message to Jason Bagwell, Jay recently 
married, honeymooned in Florida, and is to returned to NC 
where he works for Van Wingerden’s Greenhouses. I saw Jay 
at the Southeast Greenhouse Conference in late June and 
he was excited about his new job and his marriage.

Also, according to the Clemson Horticulture Department’s 
newsletter, Jay was honored at graduation this spring for 
making the Dean’s List as well as being one of five Clemson 
students to receive the 2006 American Society of Horticul-
ture Science’s Collegiate Scholars Award.

Could it be… Could it be?  In the same Clemson Horti-
culture Department’s newsletter, Brad Page, a graduate 
from some time back in our program, just graduated from 
Clemson in horticulture. Way to go, Brad!

Parker Dailey, a graduate dropped by to see us in early 
April. He now works for a company called Precision Turf, 
out of Atlanta, Georgia.  PTurf or Precision Turf is a large 
southeastern sports turf management company that repairs 
and renovates sports fields, installing sod, drainage, irriga-
tion and other major work on university fields across the 
Southeast. Good to see ya, Parker.

Amy Ingraham, upon graduation last year accepted a 
landscape technician’s job with a company near Beaufort, 
SC. More recently she joined several other graduates at the 
Greenery, a world class landscape company caring for the 
resort homes around Hilton Head. And before the ink dries, 
another change confronts Amy… seems she is getting mar-
ried to a Marine and moving off to Tennessee!  Best Wishes, 
Amy to you and your new hubby.

An update on Amy… seems she is working for an environ-
mental company checking plants before right of ways are 
cleared for various construction projects in Tennessee.

Ben Utley has recently become a manager at The Plant Outlet 
on the Asheville Highway in Spartanburg. Good luck, Ben!

Good to see, Vaughn Pitts, a recent graduate who is now 
doing landscaping. He came to our high school equipment 
fair to showcase his father’s lawn equipment business, 
Zoom... Zoom Small Engine Repair. Vaughn also lent us his 
large propane grill for hort students to cook over 500 hot 
dogs to feed the large group of high school students who 
attended.  Thanks!

Jason Sharpe, a graduate from a while back has been in a 
number of phone conversations with me lately. I remember 
Jason as a sort of soft-spoken Clark Kent type guy. However, 
I never saw him change over to Superman! But he is working 
as the office manager for Smith Turf in Greer, SC.  Though 
not a mild-mannered reporter for the Daily Planet, he sounds 
very professional in this position with Smith Turf.

Our sympathies go out to Cecil Strickland and other mem-
bers of the family of Sandra Strickland. Sandra was an 
’89 graduate of the hort program. She was working as a 
horticulturist for a local company at the time of her death 
in late April.

Double congratulations go to Justin Debord. Justin 
graduated from the horticulture  program in early June. In 
addition, his Mom, Mary Renteria, also graduated from the 
Office Systems Technology the same day from Spartanburg 
Community College!  This is a first to my knowledge for one 
of our graduates.

Congratulations to Nathan van Hoff, a graduate and his 
bride, Danielle. They were wed at the end of March.

Patrick Graham (a fall 05 graduate) spoke to Jason about 
job offers. Jason mentioned Twin Rivers Lawncare and 
Landscaping Co. in Lexington as a possibility. Patrick came 

continued on  page 10
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Hort Shorts
to me to get contact information for Mr. Harold Wiggins, Jr, owner of Twin Rivers Lawncare and Landscaping Co. Some 
time back, Mr. Wiggins had contacted me about a graduate or even an internship with his company. Patrick went down and 
interviewed, got the job and, along with his new wife, was surprised when Mr. Wiggins offered to help him and his wife find 
a house down there. He must have impressed Mr. Wiggins because he also offered to help find Patrick’s wife a job teaching 
in a school near there.

Mike Barnes was recently in San Francisco.  One of our faculty members, Eva Smith from the SCC business division hap-
pened upon Mike on the Street and got her picture taken with him. In addition to his hort associate’s degree he got here, 
he also got a degree in business management from Spartanburg Community College before heading off to Clemson, Penn 
State and Connell University, where he is currently completing a master’s degree in the Fellows Program in public garden 
management. However, I still don’t know how he ended up in San Francisco?  He is doing an internship this summer at Mt. 
Cuba in Delaware while mapping and inventorying their plants on this Dupont Estate. However he did email me back to 
tell me that HE’S ENGAGED!!!  He sent me pics of himself and his bride to be. Best Wishes, Mike and Tamera!

...continued from  page 9

Many graduates want to do whatever they can to help our 
program. Here are four examples:

Example 1:  Recently the SCC Intuitional Effectiveness 
Office held a Designing a Curriculum (DACUM) event.  
This time they selected graduates who either owned their 
business or else worked as management in hort businesses. 
Although many were selected, some were not contacted 
in time or else had work issues that did not allow them to 
attend. This group brainstormed on what a hort graduate 
should get from our courses to be competitive and success-
ful in the hort business world.

In attendance were Ben Gray, landscape designer, installer;  
Felicia Sherbert, landscape designer; David Kuhn, 
nursery manager; Jody Taylor, landscape maintenance 
manager, and Cyndi Robinson, horticulturalist at a botani-
cal garden. Others were willing but for various reasons, were 
not able to attend. Thanks to you guys for your insight and 
contributions in this process!!

Example 2:  Jeff Hall, horticulturalist at Hatcher Gar-
dens, for the second time, called and offered me plants 
that were surplus from their plant sale. I have shared 
plants with Jeff and he has shared plants with us. This 

year he shared over 100-1 gallon plants of many species 
we did not have or new varieties of other species that we 
did have. Many are destined for the Plant Zoo garden.  
Thanks, Jeff!!

Example 3:  Ava Comer, manager at Foster’s Garden 
Center, networks with many graduates and is always (when 
I visit Foster’s) telling me about graduate successes. This is 
an important recruitment tool for us to use when we visit 
high school classes and other functions.  Potential students 
always seem impressed at where and what our graduates 
are doing. Ava has expressed a desire to reform the Hort 
Alumni Association and will be working in the near future 
to make some contacts with alumni.

Example 4:  Jay Love, a hort graduate and Clemson 
graduate made this statement recently to me in an email: 
“I’d love to hear from you guys and hopefully come visit with 
you.” He said he is willing to come speak to classes.

So how about a renewed Hort Alumni Association?  Much 
of the ground work on organization was made by former 
graduates, so we simply need graduates willing to come 
together and support your alma mater hort program. Let 
me hear from you!

Why We Need a Hort Alumni Association!
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It seems that often in this column I am thanking various in-
dividuals for their support of our program. Our Advisory 

Committee, nurseries and landscape companies, suppliers 
and high school teachers are all very important to us.

But two people I want to formally recognize in print are 
our full-time instructors, Doug McAbee and Jason Bag-
well.  You would really have to work with them on a daily 
basis to appreciate their dedication to our department.

Jason manages our greenhouse production and plant 
sales, as well as maintaining our web site.

Of course, Doug, for years (17, to be exact), has been 
our newsletter editor and really compiles most all of it. 
In addition he draws the landscape designs for all of our 
new campus buildings to beautify the grounds.

These tasks are certainly in addition to the rigorious-
demands of teaching a full load of horticulture courses 
which themselves involve much preparation.

If you run into these two, tell them thank you for a job 
well done!  I certainly want to!

Painter’s Ponderings

Night Offerings in our Landscape Management Certificate Course

   Course     Day/Time
  HRT-104-80  Landscape Design & Implementation  Tuesday Evenings from 6pm – 9pm
  HRT-241-80  Turf Mangement Thursday Evenings from 6pm – 9pm

Classes begin January 8, 2007    
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At the annual Awards Cookout, the following 
students were recognized:

Student of the Year
(selected by students)

Ann Swink

Most Outstanding Student  
(selected by faculty)

Andy Farr

Hort Club Officers Awards
Homer Green – Club President

Chad Dunning – Treasurer

2006  Student Awards

Nathan Rogers
Mike Hardin

Tyler Crocker
Dan Devoe

Rev. Everette Lineberger, Spartanburg Men’s 
Garden Club congratulated the following students 
who each received a $250.00 
scholarship from the club:

These students are eligible for the national Men’s 
Garden Club award. Congratulations to all!


