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The Learning Center 
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(Visit www.sccsc.edu to check on  
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Hours are also available at our 

satellite campuses.  

See website for details! 

NEW Faces in the TLC 

The TLC is pleased to announce that Jonathan Griffin is a 
new English tutor. Jonathan is a high school English 
teacher at Union County High School where he teaches 
British Literature and American Literature. He holds a B.A. 
in Creative Writing and an M.A. in Education. Before 
teaching in Union, Jonathan taught in China. He has also 
visited Hong Kong, Australia, Mexico, Honduras, and Be-
lize.    
     Jonathan also enjoys playing the piano and studying 
the culture and history surrounding words. He is on the 
board of 516 Now, a ministry working towards stability in 
third world countries, especially Nicaragua. Welcome  
Jonathan! 

Jonathan Griffin 

     The TLC would like to extend a warm welcome 
to Lori Remington as our new ASL tutor. Lori 
earned a B.A. in Special Education and a M.A. in 
School Counseling for the Deaf from Gallaudet Uni-
versity in Washington, DC. She spent 25 years in 
education before going back to specialize to be an 
ASL interpreter. She says she is not sure what she 
will be when she grows up. 

     Lori has spent her life investing in other people 
as a classroom teacher, resource room instructor, 
itinerant teacher, college lecturer, pre-school lan-
guage facilitator, ASL interpreter, developmental 
therapist, and foster parent. If she has any free 
time, she enjoys gardening and reading. We are-
happy to have Lori in TLC! 

 Lori Remington 

     The TLC would like to welcome Robert 
Peake to the computer area of the TLC. Robert 
holds an Associates of Arts from USC Union. 

     Robert enjoys helping people, and working at 
Spartanburg Community College will allow him 
to do that and gain experience. He also enjoys 
reading, music, gaming, and fishing.  His favor-
ite author is Stephen King, and his current fa-
vorite band Is Alabama Shakes. Welcome to 
Robert! 

 Robert Peake 

https://www.sccsc.edu/tlc/
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We all jumped into 2018! The Learning Center jumped into 2018 with two Jumpstart programs the 

week of January 2nd. Jumpstart programs are designed to improve retention and to give students a 

warmup to their semester. This year we held two programs to give students what they needed to be 

ready to work on day 1 of class. The first session focused on math students. Math 102 presumes 

mastery of factoring skills presented in Math 101. Often students have a time lag between courses, 

and those who may have sat out for a math semester or two struggle to jump in. The Jumpstart Math 

102 two hour session was designed to review basic factoring strategies, so students would not feel 

lost the first week. It was also beneficial to students who recently completed Math 101 but who need-

ed to strengthen those skills. One student commented, “I am feeling a lot more confident in math. Af-

ter having it explained, I was able to remember past lessons. I really appreciated this!” Thanks to 

Mary Ann Hipp for conducting this session. 

The second session was for students entering BIO 210/AHS 104. Study strategies were more the fo-

cus of this session. A student who had succeeded in the course shared her strategies for success, 

including her notebook. Tutor Patrice Thompson presented strategies that helped students with 

whom she had worked. Two mini video lessons were shown by two different A&P instructors, so stu-

dents witnessed different teaching styles. Lastly, Dr. Todd provided a tour of the anatomy lab and 

suggested ways to approach content. One student’s take away…“I will definitely empower myself with 

the knowledge I learned today!” Thanks to all who helped make this session a success! 

Our two prize winners were Camille McCrorey for BIO 210/AHS 104  and Kalilyana Tutt for Math 102.  

Jumpstart Spring 2018 
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A Whirlwind Experience 
The following are two perspectives (staff and student) of the tornado that passed through  

Spartanburg Community College campus on October 23, 2017.  

Staff: Lisa Rodman 

As the tornado warnings were broadcast, SCC staff quickly told everyone in The 

Learning Center (TLC) to gather in the small, windowless breakroom near the cen-

ter of the building. Initially staff and students chatted, searched for weather up-

dates, and checked in with loved ones to make sure they were also in a safe 

space. As we waited, my ears popped. I wondered why. A split second later, we 

were all stunned when a massive force crashed on the roof directly overhead. Stu-

dents scuttled under the breakroom table, hugging and praying as we all braced 

ourselves. 

Rain pelted the roof, and soon water spilled under the hallway door. SCC staff 

pushed towels against the bottom of the door in a vain attempt to prevent water 

from flowing into the room. I heard a student speaking on the phone telling her husband, “Please listen. I can’t 

come home now. There’s a tornado outside!” We realized friends and family in other parts of town had not the faint-

est inkling of the danger and destruction tumbling in the tornado’s path. 

Then, —silence. We ventured out of the breakroom. Leaves stuck to the exterior windows. I looked outside and felt 

sick. I saw my car, now with a smashed passenger door and a 5x15 foot piece of twisted metal on the ground by its 

side. I trudged out warily through standing rainwater. The passenger window was gone; the interior was pocked 

with glass, dirt, and debris. Throughout the parking lot, busted windows, dents, and scratches marred some of the 

parked cars while others a few feet away remained untouched. Torn scraps of metal 

wrapped around trees, and debris littered the parking lot. Fallen trees completely 

blocked the exit. I looked up when I heard sirens. Fire and smoke loomed from the 

building across the highway. SCC soon closed for the day, and I went inside to wait 

for the snarl of traffic to clear. In the hallways, broken ceiling tiles littered the floors, 

and security staff  blocked off areas where water spilled in from the ceiling and roof. 

Finally, I ventured out to drive home. I gingerly pulled a piece of wood with protrud-

ing nails from the driver’s seat, scooped out chunks of glass, and layered towels on 

the wet seat for the drive home.   

While it would take months to work through the logistics of repairing damage, I felt 

grateful. I was unharmed and alive.  

Student: Kim Tinsley 

On Monday, October 23, 2017, I was in The Learning Center for some tutoring. I looked out the window and said to 

myself, “It’s a gloomy, rainy afternoon.” I continued to do my homework, and the next thing I heard was the tutors 

telling us to go into the other room, that a tornado was approaching and to take cover NOW! Everyone---including 

me--- gathered whatever they could at the time and ran for cover in a nearby room. In that room, people from all 

walks of life huddled under tables. People were praying…crying…not knowing what was going to happen in that 

building. We heard a loud BOOM, and everyone screamed! I was terrified. I’m a native New Yorker and had never 

experienced anything like this before. After the loud boom, we were all still praying and hoping that the worst was 

over. The aftermath of the tornado was unbelievable. Yes, there was a lot of physical damage to buildings and cars 

(My truck was totaled!), but there was emotional damage too, the emotional scars of not knowing what was going to 

happen to the building we were hiding in or whether we were ever going home to see our families again. To this day, 

I think about that day and how we all came together to uphold one another and be strong for each other in time of 

crisis. I am thankful no one was harmed. I may have lost my truck, but I survived my first tornado experience! 


