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Lastly, the TLC would like to welcome Stephen Shackleton as a math and 

computer tutor.  He has spent 15 years in IT, and all of his knowledge has been 

self-taught.  He has received certifications from Microsoft, Dell, IBM, and HP.  

While a student at SCC, Stephen was asked to tutor in the Success Center for 

math, to assist CAD and print reading students and to be a lab assistant for 

electronics for the summer STEM camps. 

Stephen feels most fulfilled when he is able to help a student understand a 

difficult topic.  He also enjoys building small robots and learning programming 
and electronics, which he enjoys sharing with his son.  

The TLC would like to welcome Jennifer Chason as a new science tutor.    She 

holds her B. S. in Math and Biology from Mars Hill College and her M. S. from 

NCSU in Biomathematics.  Jennifer has done ecological research and also 

worked with an environmental consulting firm. She changed careers in 2000 and 

received her certificate in massage therapy and has worked in fitness centers, 

spas, and hospitals. 

Jennifer enjoys working with students to help them succeed.  Outside of class, 

she enjoys gardening, hiking, and cooking.  

The Tyger River Learning Center has an added asset in new English tutor Kristy 

Meehan.   Kr isty already enjoys teaching English but will now be tutor ing 

one-on-one for us. Kristy says, “I love tutoring, as well as teaching, at SCC 

because I have the chance to communicate with the students and get to know 

them on a more personal level.  They sometimes feel estranged from their 

classmates and their teacher and can reach their full potential with the help of a 

tutor.” 

Kristy enjoys reading, writing, crocheting, and exercising in her spare time and 
interestingly enough, is related to the famous author of Jurassic Park, Michael 

Crichton. 
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Bridges to Success 
The Learning Center staff is always looking for ways to help students succeed. Sometimes that takes the form of 

collaborating with faculty who are in the trenches. The first new project this fall grew out of collaboration with ENG 101 

faculty. The question was asked: What is your biggest challenge? How 

can we help with that challenge?   The answer was students need help 

with basic grammar. SCC wants students to be able to write clearly and 

correctly, even if it is just in an email in the workplace.  As a result, TLC 

developed a workshop called Grammar Boot Camp to review some of 

the basic grammar rules. This workshop was well received, and a request 

was made to make this available for all ENG 101 students. This required 

development of an online component. This challenge was met by Billy 

Duncan and Deb Bridges with the added counsel of Katherine Stiwinter. 

(Thanks to all!) There is now an online workshop in D2L for all ENG 101 students. TLC is hopeful that this effort will 

refresh and renew old grammar rules! 

 

The second collaborative effort was with Transitional Studies. TLC 

staff wants to encourage more TS students to access support services. 

To that end, a mini course was developed to present the services of 

TLC to COL-103 students.  The intent is to make all COL-103 students 

aware of the services so that they might develop good habits early in 

their college career. Thanks to Billy Duncan, Jimmy Cooper and 

Melissa Smith for their efforts on this project! 

 

Words From a Student…  
About the TLC  
 

Recommendations: 

I would suggest that the  COL 101 teachers actually take the 

students to TLC to meet some of the great tutors there.  Why? Because 

sometimes a student does not feel they need the help and can rough it 

alone.  By meeting the tutors one can see that they might be able to help 

one over those “rough” spots we all run into at the beginning of our 

courses.  If I had not had these wonderful tutors, my nose would have 

been on the ground all the time due to my frustration and not getting 

what I needed to understand the math problems, writing or speech set 

up.  I owe my “A”s to these ladies and gentlemen.  It was so helpful I 

can really say this was the most important first step I did when I came 

back to school.  You can almost call them the oil cans for our brains to 

get the rust out of those synapses.  

Guess you could say this student caught the tutors’ passion….to keep those synapses stretching and growing ! 

 

 

 

 

 


