
 

 

TLC works closely with faculty as a team to help our students succeed and 

graduate. In the area of English, the tutors have observed some common 

grammatical errors that appear frequently. In communicating with the ENG 

faculty, we discovered they often observe the same types of errors in stu-

dent papers. Hence, BOOT CAMP! What is boot camp? It is a workshop 

developed by tutors that reviews four common grammar problems: run-

ons/fragments, use of commas, subject-verb agreement, and use of apostro-

phes. The workshop includes explanations of the rules followed by some 

immediate practice. These sessions are offered as both a general workshop 

or as a class session on request by faculty.  If you would like more infor-

mation on this workshop, please contact The Learning Center at 592-4715. 
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Testing Center Stays on Cutting Edge 
Smart watches….no they are not watches with little humans em-

bedded, but they are close to it! In other words, they are smart! 

Some can take pictures; some just store data. They were a popular 

item this past Christmas and will probably 

increase in popularity! In the area of test-

ing, we are being proactive by asking stu-

dents to come without watches. Our prima-

ry goal in the testing center is to provide a 

comfortable, distraction-free environment, 

so students can successfully test. Test in-

tegrity is our goal! 



                                                   NEW STAFF 

Joining the SCC staff as a proctor in the Testing Center is Sandra Russell. After 

working for Delta Airlines and a college in Oxford, England, Sandra and her family 

have relocated to Spartanburg, SC.  While in Europe for fifteen years, Sandra had an 

opportunity to travel to Scotland, Ireland, Holland, Italy, and France.  Because she 

likes meeting new students and faculty, she is pleased to be here at SCC and proctor 

in the Testing Center.  In addition to her job here, she assists her husband who works 

as a professional voice over actor/artist.  Being a mother of two daughters and work-

ing, Sandra’s days are filled with people and tasks that she loves.  The Testing Center 

is fortunate to add her to the staff. 

 

Colleen Green, another new staff member, joins the other proctors in the Testing 

Center at Central Campus.  When her children were young, she was a stay-at-

home mom, but she also used this time to attend SCC and complete a BA degree 

from USC-Upstate.  Originally from Georgia, Colleen has worked many years in 

the business sector.  She looks forward to interacting with students and faculty 

and providing customer service not only to Central Campus but all SCC loca-

tions.  Colleen loves her miniature schnauzer named Biscuit and teaching yoga.  

She is currently training for her RYT-200 certification in yoga.  The Testing Center welcomes Colleen to 

her job as a testing proctor.   

The Testing Center at Evans Academic Center welcomes Brenda McAbee.  After re-

ceiving a degree from Greensboro College, Brenda has worked at the Spartanburg 

Public Library, South Carolina Department of Vocational Rehabilitation, Spartan-

burg County Department of Social Services, and the Central Texas Youth Services 

Bureau.  She is excited to join the Testing Center downtown, to work in a beautifully 

restored historic building, and to master the challenge of learning a new job.  She 

loves animals, books, traveling to New York to visit her son, spending time with her 

daughter and grandson, and her husband, who is wonderful 

cook.  Her favorite spot on Earth is anywhere near the sea.  

Brenda’s many experiences will make her a valuable member of 

the Testing Center at the Evans Academic Center.  

Shawna Loudon is our new programming tutor in the TLC.  Shawna loves to travel 

and has been the executive assistant to the vice president of a large company. She is 

married with two teenage daughters and is a gamer with a preference for mmorpg’s.  

A soon-to-be graduate of SCC, she loves to help others, and she loves computers. 

Her enthusiasm will inspire others to work and succeed.  
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Carol Frome is an educator and poet who tutors English for SCC’s TLC. She attend-

ed the State University of New York at Plattsburgh and earned a Master’s degree in 

literature and creative writing from Purdue University. She taught college English 

courses for 15 years and has tutored professionally, on and off, for 31 years.  

 

Mostly a relaxed person, she takes her life as a poet seriously. In her creative writing 

syllabus, she opens with, “Three things have made my life meaningful: my children, 

loving other people, and poetry, so please don’t tell me you don’t like poetry because 

that’s like telling me you don’t like one of my children.” 

 

Her poetry has appeared in many literary magazines and journals, including Nimrod, 

Colorado Review, Northwest Review and Southern Poetry Review, among others. 

She is also a recipient of a Discovery/The Nation Award. Her poetry collection, 

Lives & Mortalities, is forthcoming next year from WordTech Communications’ CW 

imprint. 

 

Writing, teaching, and tutoring have always been deeply meaningful and personally 

enriching activities for her. Deeply impressed and inspired by the many students that 

she has met at SCC, she thanks them for making her work a joy. 

Gail McAbee tutors English and algebra a t the Cherokee County campus of SCC. 

As K.G. McAbee, she also writes fiction in a variety of genres. She’s a member of 

Sisters in Crime, Horror Writers Association, the Heinlein Society, International 

Thriller Writers, and she’s an Artist in Residence, Literature, with the South Carolina 

Arts Commission.  

She refuses to count how many books, novellas, and stories she has had published so 

far, believing the shock would be detrimental to her health, but it’s inching past a 

hundred, and she’s won the Dream Realm Award, the RIO Award, the Epic Award 

and a few others, plus honorable mention in the Writers of the Future.  

Back in May 2014, deciding to stretch a bit from the steampunk/fantasy/science fic-

tion/comics and horror genres she loves, she jumped into her first mystery by enter-

ing the Black Orchid contest, sponsored by The Wolfe Pack, the premier Rex Stout 

appreciation group, and Alfred Hitchcock’s Mystery Magazine, with the firm belief 

that she would never win in a million years. 

A million years later, aka August 2014, she got a call telling her she’d won, beating 

out over 500 entries. At the awards banquet in New York City on December 6, she 

received the Black Orchid Novella Award from Linda Landrigan, editor of Alfred 

Hitchcock’s Mystery Magazine, plus a check for $1000. Her winning novella Dyed 

to Death, set in a 1920s cotton mill village, will appear in AHMM in July.  

Poetry anyone? 

New York Called! 
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