
sentative in the SC State Leg-

islature and an advocate of 

education. Finally, in the fall 

of 2007, some furniture and 
computers were relocated be-

tween the two spaces, resulting 

in a slight name change to The 

Learning Center (TLC). Since 

the fall of 1997, visits have 

increased 336%, which tells us 

students are increasingly 

aware of the services and their 

benefits. Many of the tutors 

have moved on to other places 

on campus. If you see them, 
ask them to recount some tales 

of the TLC in days gone by! 

What do the following people 

have in common: Betty Cash, 

Jeff Ethington, Janie Faulkner, 

Billy Duncan, Carol Crowe, 
Melissa Collins (just to name a 

few)?  They are all employees 

of SCC, but beyond that, they 

all worked at one time in TLC! 

So, just how far back does the 

TLC go? Well, it started as a 

Writing Center in the West 

Building, “B” wing, under Bob 

Isenhower in 1989. Margaret 

Abrams joined the crew in De-

cember of 1991.  Needs for 
tutoring grew. With the support 

of a new president, Dr. Dan 

Terhune, the Tutorial Learning 

Center moved to a larger loca-

tion in the “A” wing and added 

additional subjects. An existing 
accounting lab was also merged 

into the center, which then in-

cluded English, math, and the 

sciences.  Still more needs were 

identified, and a computer lab 

was added in 1999. When reno-

vations were planned for the 

East Building, an expanded 

space was planned to house the 

TLC, as well as the Open Com-

puter Lab (OCL). In 2002, the 
current space was dedicated in 

honor of Rita Allison, a repre-
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New English Tutors Join the Ranks 
periences. Thirdly, there is 

Gina Cox, who prior to her 

work here was an active vol-

unteer. Gina has also studied 
American Sign Language 

(ASL) and keeps up her 

skills by communicating with 

our ASL tutor.  

Diana Wright is a proud 

grandmother  and a retired 

English teacher from the 

Spartanburg Public School 

System. Diana is active with 

the Spartanburg Writing Pro-

ject and the Spartanburg Jun-

ior Writing Project. Please 

stop by and visit this great 
group of tutors! 

New English tutors have 

joined us. First we have 

Bruce Wilkerson, who at-

tended West Virginia Uni-
versity for his undergrad, 

majoring in political science 

and German. He then at-

tended the University of SC 

and majored in linguistics 

and earned a MAT in Eng-

lish. Bruce has worked as an 

ESL instructor, and in addi-

tion to German, he has stud-

ied French, Spanish and Rus-

sian.  He is fluent in Japa-

nese, as he spent 25 years in 

Japan.  

April Lawson comes to us 

via  the English department 

where she serves as adjunct 

faculty. She enjoys writing, 

as well as hearing the tales 
of her colleagues who are 

moms with interesting ex-

S P R I N G  I S S U E  

2 0 0 9  

A Quick Study 
Language (ASL) interpreter. 

With four young children, she 

is well acquainted with the 

stresses of being a “stretched” 
student. We are grateful to 

have Bea among us greeting 

students, acquainting students 

with the center’s services, and 

completing clerical duties. She 

has learned quickly. Welcome, 

Bea! 

Beatrice Collins has come on 

board TLC as a work-study 

candidate. Beatrice (Bea) grew 

up in Atlanta, Georgia, in a 
large family that included four 

sisters and one brother. Before 

coming to Spartanburg, Bea 

served in the US Army and had 

her own cleaning business. 

Presently, Bea is studying to 

become an American Sign 

April 

Diana 

Gina 

Bruce 

Top Ten Excuses for Not Doing Mathematics Homework 
1. I accidentally divided by zero, and my paper burst into flames. 

2. Isaac Newton’s Birthday! 

3. I could only get arbitrarily close to my textbook.  I couldn’t actually reach it. 

4. I have the proof, but there isn’t room to write it in this margin. 

5. I was watching the World Series and got tied up trying to prove that it converged. 

6. I have a solar powered calculator and it was cloudy. 

7. I locked the paper in my trunk, but a four dimensional dog got in and ate it. 

8. I couldn’t figure out whether I am the square of negative one or the square root of 

negative one. 

9. I took time out to snack on a doughnut and a cup of coffee. I spent the rest of the 

night trying to figure out which one to dunk. 

10. I could have sworn I put the homework inside a Klein bottle, but this morning I 

couldn’t find it. 



Peter Domas 
Peter Domas is one of our 

growing population of students 

from the former Soviet Union.  

He hails from Belarus, which 
means “White Russia” in 

English.  Peter came to the 

U.S. in 1997 at twenty years of 

age with virtually no English.  

He first landed in Washington 

State and worked in Portland, 

Oregon.  He said that the 

people were generally very 

rude to the Russian people 

there because many of the first 

people to come had caused 
trouble and given a bad name 

to the newcomers.  He did 

meet the Vice President of 

Nike while there, though, and 

said he was a great person who 

made him feel welcome.  After 

eighteen months, a friend from 

Spartanburg convinced him to 

move here.  He was amazed 

and impressed at how friendly 

the people were here from the 

very start.  He first worked for 

Dräxlmaier and then BMW 

and eventually got his real 

estate license.  He met his 

beautiful wife here in 
Spartanburg.  She had been in 

this country since she was nine 

years old.  They got married 

and have a sweet four-month- 

old daughter named Ella 

Elizabeth.  He says that being 

a dad is “Awesome!!!”  With 

the slow-down in the real 

estate market, Peter decided 

that the medical field might be 

a safer place to be in the 

future.  He is studying 

Physical Therapy and is in the 

transfer program to go on to 

Greenville Tech. to complete 

the curriculum.  Peter believes 
that faith and family are the 

two most important things in 

life.  He loves the TLC, and 

barely a day goes by that we 

don’t see him in here with his 

ever-smiling face.  He is 

excited to share that the TLC 

is a place with  kind people 

available to help him catch 

m i s t a k e s  a n d  c l a r i f y 

information.  He feels that 
everyone is so helpful and that 

he can always get help.  Peter 

has worked so hard to get 

where he is and has overcome 

language and cultural barriers 

while establishing himself as 

an overwhelmingly positive 

member of the community.  

He has become one of our 

favorite faces to see as he 

walks through the TLC door 

each day! 

crime” climbed up on the 

man’s roof and moved his 

antenna. They watched from 

afar as he pounded on his TV 
trying to get a clear picture. 

This process was repeated 

several times as the boys 

enjoyed his attempts to solve 

his problem. Eventually, the 

man came out with his hammer 

and flashlight to climb on the 

roof and FIX that antenna.  (At 

least with HDTV, that won’t 

happen again!) Grigoriy 

learned English by listening 
and talking to others.  He 

learned enough to get his first 

job as a paperboy. From there, 

he moved on to janitor, grocery 

clerk, lab researcher, and tutor. 

(Notice the progression.) 

Grigoriy tutors in all of the 

sciences, and students tell us 

they enjoy learning their 

su b j e ct  m a t t er .   Hi s 

encouraging attitude and love 
for his subject make the science

-phobic into science fans. In his 

free time, he enjoys soccer, 

volleyball, and reading. 

Medical school is on the 

horizon for the fall of 2009. 

Some day we may be seeing 

him for an explanation of a 

medical diagnosis. 

From Newsboy to Medical Doctor   
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Our science students are 

fortunate to be tutored by 

Grigoriy Klimovich. Grigoriy 

loves his subject matter and is 
so talented he can make even 

the most hesitant among us 

understand complex scientific 

processes. Grigoriy hails from 

Zarechne,Ukraine, originally, 

but currently resides in Boiling 

Springs with his parents and 

three brothers. At the age of 14, 

he emigrated to this country, 

landing in Buffalo, New York. 

That was a short six-month stay 
as they moved and settled 

permanently in South Carolina. 

When asked to recall a fond 

childhood memory, Grigoriy 

recalls a boyhood prank played 

on a male neighbor who was 

enjoying an evening television 

program. As night settled in, 

Grigoriy and his “partners in 



No, this is not about Simon 

and Garfunkel, for you 60s 

music fans. This is about our 

new American Sign language 
tutor, Sandy Oslund. It may be 

silent, but there is  a lot of 

communication when Sandy is 

working with a student. Sandy 

is an amazing,  woman who is 

an American Sign Language 

(ASL) tutor at the Learning 

Center here at Spartanburg 

Community College. With her 

vibrant personality and 

infectious smile, Sandy makes 
the ASL students feel very 

relaxed, and they consider her 

to be a friend. Sandy has the 

ability to read lips without the 

use of sign language. This is 

truly a gift itself. Sandy has 

been deaf since birth. She 

attended schools for the deaf 

in Missouri from the age of 

three until she was eleven, 

when her parents enrolled her 

in a private church school. 
When Sandy was in the 

eleventh grade, her family 

moved to Pennsylvania. Sandy 

says that she did not know sign 

language until she was a senior 

at Blue Mountain Academy 

High School in Pennsylvania. 

Despite never being able to 

hear anything in her life, 

Sandy was able to talk and 

read lips from the age of three 
and made a B average without 

an interpreter. After graduating 

from high school, she attended 

Union College in Nebraska for 

one semester but soon 

discovered that college life 

was difficult without an 

interpreter. Afterwards, Sandy 

attended Gallaudet University 

in Washington D.C. for a year. 

It was there that her sign 
language skills improved 

tremendously. Sandy married 

while living in D.C., and then 

she moved to Alberta, Canada. 

Sandy has a twin sister who is 

also deaf. Neither her parents 

nor her three children are deaf. 

Sandy believes that the 

deafness may be either due to 

the incubator where she and 
her sister were placed after 

being born two months 

p r em a t u r e  or  i n  t h e 

developmental stages before 

bir th. Sandy says the 

challenges she faced by being 

deaf were the feelings of being 

left out of conversations 

between groups of hearing 

people. Having no interpreters 

during her formative years was 
difficult, but she felt fortunate 

to have dedicated teachers and 

wonderful classmates who 

took the time to explain things 

to her. According to Sandy, 

reading lips is more difficult 

than learning ASL because 

some people do not speak 

clearly and/or speak too 

rapidly.. Sandy says that she 

wishes she had learned ASL 
before learning to speak and 

read lips because it would 

have prevented a lot of 

frustration in the period of 

training and in being unable to 

express herself at a young age. 

Sandy is a strong believer that 

in a predominantly hearing 

world, it is so important that 

hearing people be aware of 

and be sensitive to the needs of 
the deaf and their culture. She 

believes that everyone should 

take a course in deaf 

awareness in order to have a 

better understanding of the 

deaf world. Sandy says that 

patience is vital since 

communication can be very 

frustrating at times. Not all 

deaf people can speak and read 

lips.  Sandy says that it would 

be awesome for those people  
who are able to take at least 

the first class to experience a 

deaf teacher and live the 

experience of being in the 

presence of a deaf person first 

hand.  Sandy Oslund is truly 

an inspiration to those around 

her, and she is an excellent 

role model not only for the 

deaf, but for the hearing as 

well. Any student who is 
studying ASL can learn so 

much from her because she is 

very patient and is always 

wearing a smile. It is her 

eagerness to help others which 

makes her a unique and special 

individual. 
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How well do you know TLC tutors? 

1. Which tutor can remember the license plate number of her mother’s 

1971 Cadillac? 

2. Which tutor kept a rooster in her garage? 

3. Which English tutor speaks fluent Japanese?  

4. Which tutor had an ancestor at the Salem Witch Trials? 

5. Which tutor tutors Spanish but is studying Greek? 

Sounds of Silence 

 

 

a. Bruce Wilkerson  

b. Mary Ann Hipp 

c. Karen Eller 

d. Deb  Bridges 

e. Denise Huntington 


