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Students trade the sound of school for the sound of music

Sister Hazel (left) and Nappy Roots (right) will perform at Barnet Park in Spartanburg
on Saturday, September 18, at 8:00 p.m. Gates will open at 6:00 p.m. Photos courtesy of
Sister Hazel and Nappy Roots

COLLEGE song "All for You" will play
hits from their previous albums
as well as their latest album,
"Lift" which debuted in stores

on August 24th.
Nappy Roots, a Kentucky

based hip-hop group, stormed
into the music scene with their

platinum selling album,
"Watermelon, Chicken, and

Gritz" and the hit single "Po'
Folks." They will perform
songs from both their previous

albums and also

their 2003 re

lease, "Wooden
Leather."

Spartanburg

.\ Technical CoI-
l lege will have

tickets available

in the Student
Services Build

ing in Room
137 and also in
the Admissions

Office.

gates will open at 6:00 p.m. to
allow students to enjoy the
food and drinks available. For

the first hour of opening, free
food will be on hand.

Tickets to the event are
available at each school for ten

dollars or they will be made
available for twenty dollars at
the door on the date of the
show.

Sister Hazel, the pop/rock
group best known for their hit

ist College, Spartanburg Tech

nical College, USC Upstate,
and Wofford College.

College Fest offers students
the chance to mingle with other
students of other area schools,

and also enjoy good food, good

drinks, and of course, good
music. Both Sister Hazel and

Nappy Roots will play at the

amphitheatre in the park that
evening. The bands will take
the stage at 8:00 p.m., while the

By MATTHEW ROBERTS
Editor

FEST
2004: Sister Hazel,
Nappy Roots to play
at Barnet Park

SPARTANBURG - On

Saturday, September 18, Barnet
Park will be abuzz with stu
dents from all
the local col

leges in Spar
tanburg. Barnet

Park will play
host to Spartan
burg's College
Fest this year,
and it will wel

come back stu
dents from

Converse Col

lege, Sherman
Chiropractic
College, Spar

tanburg Method-

Voter registration drives students to the polls

ELECTION

102j:

CHOOSE OR
LOSE: STC offers
students a chance to
register to vote

By MATTHEW ROBERTS
Editor

STC CAMPUS - Spar

tanburg Technical College will
offer students and faculty the

chance to register to vote on
Wednesday, September 29
from 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.
STC will hold a voter registra-

tion drive
that will
include
m u sic
and in

centives

for regis
tering.
Informa-

tion on the candidates running
for the different offices will

also be provided to give stu
dents and faculty a chance to
see what each candidate's plat
form is.

STC also helped students

to register for the vote during
school registration. Over 90
people were signed during that
time.

The last day to register to
vote in the 2004 election in

November will be Saturday,
October 2.

This voter registration
drive will provide people that

aren't registered or have never
voted before to share in one of

this country's greatest free
doms - the freedom to elect
our leaders.
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STC gets the accreditation it deserves
SACS: STC plans
for Re-Accreditation

By KEMP SIGMON
Accreditation Liaison, STC

STC CAMPUS - Spar
tanburg Technical College is
currently going through its re
accreditation process with the
Southern Association of Col-

leges and Schools (SACS).
Accreditation means that STC
meets standards of excellence
set forth by SACS and the
federal government. Being
accredited also means that

STC students are able to ap
ply for certain financial aid
and for the College to apply
for certain grants.

The re-accreditation proc-

ess takes over two years to
complete. The College must
evaluate all of its operations
to insure that they meet all of
the SACS requirements and
federal regulations. In addi
tion, the College must de
velop a plan of action (called
a Quality Enhancement Plan)
to improve some aspect of its
operations that will help en-

hance students learning.
The re-accreditation proc

ess involves a large number of
the College's faculty, staff
and administration along with
input and involvement by
various student groups. Se
lected students will be asked
to serve on various teams and
sub-teams involved in the re

accreditation process.

ence, and science and society.
We now have five laptops

that can be checked out for

use in the library. The laptops
all have wireless Internet ac
cess and Microsoft Office

applications.
Our goal at the STC Li

brary has always been to meet
student needs and now with

these new offerings, we feel
that the library has become
even better than before. Come
to the library and visit our
new spaces and try out the
new services!

brary's homepage, the Health
Sciences Resources page has
links to two InfoTrac health
databases as well as Proquest:
Career and Technical Educa

tion, Netlibrary eBooks and
the Lab Training Librmy.

Today's Science, our new
est database, has been added
to the website. Bridging the
gap between textbooks and
what's happening in science
today, this database covers all
the topics that students study:
health, the environment, tech
nology, life science, physical
science, earth and space sci-

Teaching/Research Lab.
As part of the library's

summer renovations, a section
was created for our Popular
Fiction Collection. Located
in the front of the library by
the Reference Collection, this
section gives faculty, staff and
students the opportunity to
browse popular titles in one
convenient place.

Changes were also made
to the library's website. For
example, the library's health
science related databases can
now be accessed from one

place. Located on the li-

By PATRICIA RODGERS
Publ ic Services Librarian, STC

STC CAMPUS - During
the summer months, the li
brary staff was very busy as
the STC Library underwent
several exciting changes. The
library bui lding itself has been
expanded. We now have a
Quiet Study Room, a Student
Group Study Room and a new

Changes being made at the STC Library
CAMPUS NEWS:

Changes at the STC
Library

CAMPUS EVENTS
SEPTEMBER

Sat. Sept. 18 - College
Fest at Barnet Park. 6-11

p.m. Sister Hazel and
appy Roots will per

form starting at 8 p.m.
Tues. Sept. 22 - Bloodmo

bile will be in the West
building area from 9 a.m.

3 p.m.
Wed. Sept. 29 - "Choose

or Lose" Voter Registrat
ion Drive in the West

building area from 9
a.m.-2 p.m.

OCTOBER
Thurs. Oct. 7 - Student

Seminar/Brown Bag
Health Sciences Commu

nity Room. Community
education speaker will
address students, faculty
and staff. Topic to be
decided.

Mon. Oct. 11 - COL-

LEGE CLOSED FOR
STUDENTS. Optional
faculty work day.

Mon. Oct. 18 - Red Rib

bon Day. 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
in East and West student

canteens. Student groups
will distribute red ribbons

and alcohol! drug infor
mation.

Thurs. Oct. 21 - Deadline
for Celebrates the

Arts. Stage arts, writ-

ing and art entries.
Fri. Oct. 22-Bowling for

Babies. 2-4 p.m. Sham
rock Lanes.

Wed. Oct 27-Fall Fest.
12:30-2:30 p.m. LRC
Pavilion (outside).
CLASSES D I S -
MISSED FOR THIS
PERIOD. DJ, games,
free f 0 0 d , c amp u s
clubs, and community
information.
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'Hero' Saves Kung-Fu Reality Bites

SEE REALITY BITES PAGE 4

gin. Ever wonder what a high
speed collision between a Cor
vette and a concrete barrier
looks like? Because of
"WWPC" I know. Of course,
these things tend to end in trag
edy, but as long as Fox is will
ing to show me, I'm more than
willing to watch.

Spike TV, touted as the first
network for men, truly is for
men. All men, and the women
who love us. Spike TV gives
us such quality male oriented
programming like reruns of
"Baywatch," "Knight Rider,"
and "Miami Vice." It also of

fers at least one monthly James
Bond marathon. But it's not

the excessive use of spies, fast
cars, fast boats, fast women, or
the gratuitous amounts of sili
cone that gets me to tune in.
Oh no. It's "Real TV" and
"MXC."

"Real TV" allows the cas
ual viewer, me, to watch idiots
in all their idiotic glory. These
idiots do idiotic things - all
while their equally idiotic
friends somehow work a cam
era. I assume this is to preserve
the idiotic feat for all man kind.

Thank you! Any number of
crashes, broken bones, fires set
to buildings and/or people, and
all sorts of real mayhem are
available in anyone sitting.
It's like "America's Funniest
Home Videos" on steroids.
Come on, people; we all know
the funniest videos on that
show were the ones when peo
ple got hurt. Especially when
the kids start swinging the alu
minum baseball bat and daddy
gets too close. Now imagine

By MATTHEW ROBERTS
Editor

We love our TV. More

importantly, we love our reality
TV. We love watching people
lie, cheat, steal, connive, make
and break alliances, and gener
ally stab each other in the back.
We love hearing "The tribe has
spoken" and "You're fired!"
Some of us even love watching
people eat pig rectums and
bugs. We love watching other
people deal with their lives.
Wejust don't love dealing with
ours. That's fine, because
that's what TV's here for, to be
the best and least expensive
therapist money can buy.

I personally love the reality
shows, but I like the ones with
bad guys, car wrecks, and gen
eral mayhem. Now that's TV.
My love for reality goes back
to the granddaddy of modern
reality shows: "COPS." Noth
ing could be finer than watch
ing a crack head explain how
the crack pipe found in their
pants isn't theirs. Neither are
the pants for that matter. Noth
ing's funnier than watching an
employee of the world's oldest
profession solicit a cop and
then act surprised when she
gets picked up for prostitution.
For the second time that night.
By the same cop. Shocking
that someone could love and

enjoy such fine television? I
am not alone.

Fox, who is responsible for
great TV programs like
"COPS," also gave us "World's
Wildest Police Chases," which
basically took the same crimi
nals from "COPS" and gave
them cars. Let the hilarity be-SEE HERO PAGE 4

"Hero", PO 13 (Converse
Cinemas & Spartan 16)

This film missed most of
us the first time around in

2002 - unfortunately! Zhang
Yimou is, according to the
"LA Times", "China's most
daring and excit
ing director."
Born in 1951, this
man makes mov

ies about the peo
ple of China be
fore, during, and
after the Revolu

tion. His scope is
huge: no histori
cal event too big,
no detail too in

significant to por
tray with relish on
the screen. He is un vrai
auteur - the real thing - the
author of his films.

Without Quentin Taran
tino, however, most of us
wouldn't know him. "Hero"

was a runner-up for Best
Foreign Film at the 2003
Academy Awards, but the
distributors decided only
NYC and LA had the audi

ences to appreciate it. Taran
tino made it possible for us
all to see the movie by talk
ing up the director and the
stars: NOT JUST Jet Li, but
also Maggie Cheung and Ziyi

FRIDAY NIGHT AT Zhang ("Crouching Tiger,

THE MOVIES: Hidden Dragon") and Donnie
Yen and Tony Leung, the

What's playing that's biggest kung-fu stars in the
h . d Eastern firmament. Now we

wort your tIme an in the West get to sit back
money and glory in their skill and

___________ beauty.
By R.B. WEEKS Jet Li said that as a small
English/Film Instructor, STC boy he was fascinated by the

ancient story of Nameless,
the hero who leads China to
unification. How this

"nobody" achieves the im
possible makes great drama.
The movie's organization
increases the suspense and
the mystery: it is a variation

of Akira Kuro
sawa's
"Rashomon" - a

Japanese classic
that tells the

story of a murder
from several

points of view.
Who's lying?
Whom can we
trust? Where

of does truth abide?

To top it all
off, the over

whelmingly sensuous beauty
of the sets - and of the ac

tors - hypnotizes the audi
ence. Have you ever felt a
color? The director paints
each version of the story a
different color - red, blue,
green, and white. (The only
films that I can think of that

play with color in this way
make up "Trois Couleurs:
Bleu, Bialy and and Rouge",
a trilogy by the great Polish
director, Krzysxtof Ki
eslowki,
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'Hero' tells the story of how one man defeats three assassins
who sought to murder a powerful warlord. Photo courtesy of
Mirimax

HERO continued from page 3

who died too soon at the age of

55 in 1996.)
The acting is flawless and

powerful. Watch the eyes of
the actress who plays Flying
Snow: Who is she? Is she the

essence of arrogance? Or, a
model of self-sacrifice? Or is

she a fanatic, willing to sacri
fice true love for a lost cause?

If you're wondering about
violence and children, this is

not "Kill Bill 2." In fact, the

dying often do not even bleed,
much. But they do take our

breath away. (Thank you, QT.
You're not just a great film
maker --you're a generous
one.)

VIDEO CONNECTION
Like this director? Rent
"Raise the Red Lan-

tern" (1991)

Zhang Yimou explores

what happens when a 19 year
old woman is yanked from

college and sold to a great
landowner to become Wife #4.
But it's the 1920s. How does

this "modern" woman deal

with being thrust into an an
cient and demeaning lifestyle?
In her personal struggle to re
main authentic, Songlian ~
China, experiencing the birth
pangs of a radically different

way of life. She is played by
Gong Li, a favorite actress of
the director, and one of the
most beautiful women on the

planet Earth. No martial arts
here, but plenty of vicious,
emotional infighting and, of
course, those sets and cos
tumes to die for.

COMING ATIRACTIONS

Watch for "House of Flying
Daggers," or "The Lover,"

Zhang Yimou's latest film.
(Think it will play in cities
other than NYC and LA?)

Rita Buscher Weeks, an English In
structor in the Humanities & Lan
guages Department at STC, teaches an
online course, ENG 228/0 I N, Studies

REALITY BITES continued from

page 3

that over and over and over

again in the span of thirty min
utes. There you have it, "Real
TV."

"MXC" or "Most Extreme

Elimination Challenge" is even
better than "Real TV," believe
it or not. While the "Real TV"

idiots accidentally hurt them
selves, the "MXC" people do it
on purpose. "MXC" is actually
a Japanese show called
"Takeshi's Castle." And we all

know, for pure humor, nothing

can beat a Japanese television
show. Good American TV

producers have dubbed over the
Japanese chatter with innu
endo-filled English chatter and
given us this fine piece of tele
vision. It's a game show, sort
of. I don't think anyone actu

ally wins anything, unless it's a
free stay at the local hospital,
and I'm not sure if there's any

real scoring system. But who
cares? People are getting hurt!
On purpose! And that's
enough for me. Contestants
participate in events, such as
running across spinning logs

ten feet in the air, trying to ma
neuver up hills while other peo
ple throw giant fake boulders
down, and generally just slam
ming themselves into any num
ber of hard, unforgiving ob
jects. All for the name of sport
and competition. It's like the
Olympics for the rest of us.
People hurting themselves is
enough to get me attracted, but
add that to the fact that the con

testants dress up like they're

going to an audition for "Let's
Make a Deal," and you have

my undivided attention. I've

seen giant crabs crack their
heads on logs, vampires get
slammed into walls, and a big

sponge take a soccer ball to the
face. TV at its best.

I also enjoy the show
"Cheaters." ow this shows
humans at their worst - when

they're caught cheating on their
loved one. With the exception
of the one time I saw the host

get stabbed by the cheater, who
obviously didn't like the idea
that he'd been caught, no one
really gets hurt, physically. Oh
there's a bunch of hurt feelings
and sore vocal chords from the

shouting matches. That, how
ever, isn't enough for me. I
love watching when the cheater
tries to explain to h is or her
loved one and me at home how

just because they're naked, in a
sleazy motel room, with an
other naked person, that it IS
NOT what it looks like. Yeah,

whatever. It's always what it
looks like.

So for all of you who are
ashamed that another human

being could enjoy such pro
grams, I invite you to look deep
inside. Are you ashamed that
others enjoy them, or are you
ashamed that, yes, you enjoy
them? If you're the first and

despise such shows, then go
back to your lying, cheating,
back stabbing, pork rectum
eaters. Leave the rest of us to

our hookers, crack heads,
cheaters, morons (with and
without cars), and dressed up

Japanese kamikazes. For all of
you like me, it's okay that you
like this stuff. As popular as it
is, we are not alone. But, what

ever our poison, we are all en
joying a piece of modernized
Americana.

Times are subject to change, contact the theater to ensure proper time

Area 'HERO' Showtimes
Converse Cinemas - Spartanburg Cherrydale 16 - Greenville
1200 East Main St., Spartanburg SC 20302 3221 Pleasantburg Dr., Greeville, SC 29609
HERO (PG-13) - 4:5017:40110:05 HERO (PG-13) - 1:5014:1517:15110:15

Spartan 16 - Spartanburg
855 Spartan Blvd, Spartanburg, SC 29301
HERO (PG-13) 12:2012:5015:20 I

7:50 110:20

Hollywood 20 - Greenville
1025 Woodruff Rd., Greenville, SC 29607

HERO (PG-13) - 12:1512:3515:001
7:25 110:15

WANT TO JOIN THE
'TECH INFORMER'

STAFF???

We are always looking for new staff
members in almost any area you can
think of. E-mail Matthew Roberts,

Editor at:

MWROBERTS78@HOTMAJL.COM

4


