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Ground breaking for Health Building

Anyone who takes a close

look around Spartanburg
Tech would surely see
the growth taking place.

The ground-breaking ceremony for
the new Health Sciences Building
has come and gone, and the heavy
equipment has moved in to begin
changing the face of our college.
The construction should be com

pleted by Spring 2001. But there are
renovations taking place on the in
side as well. The new career place
ment office which is now named

One Stop Career Center, is quickly
taking shape also as its rear entrance
is complete. This, coupled with the
bigger office, has certainly created a
wonderful service for us, the stu
dents. Then there is the obvious

completion for which I know we are
all grateful: the new parking lot lo
cated between the West Building
and the Industrial Training Facility.
Oh what a relief it was. But as this

growth takes place, there is still one
area that is not growing as fast as
needed to keep up with the other

growth: our student newspaper. "The
Tech Informer" is the Spartanburg
Technical College student newspaper
and is created for and distributed by
the students. But in order to grow and
create a more student-oriented paper,
we need student involvement. The In

former is continually looking for re
porters and writers. Whether it is a
poem you wrote, an opinion you have,
a gripe, an announcement, or an inter
esting story to tell, please feel free to
submit it to the newspaper for publica
tion consideration. This is a great op
portunity to be heard and have your
work publicized. Anyone interested is
encouraged to contact the newspaper
office. You can call the office and

leave a message, or come by and leave
your name, phone number, and a good
time for us to meet with you. The
newspaper office is located in the Ad
missions Office in the Ledbetter

Building through the double glass
doors and the number is 591-3785.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS OF THE
2000 STC CELEBRATES THE ARTS COMPETITION!

The Library recently upgraded the
library catalog to a web-based version that
can be easily accessed over the Internet. Us
ing WebST ACS, students can see what
books, videos and other materials are avail
able from the library. The library staff is
very excited by the versatility and improved
usability this offers to our students, faculty,
staff and other patrons. Special features of

STAGE ARTS:

WebST ACS include graphics, point-and
click navigation, and the ability to link to
selected web sites. To access WebSTACS,
go to our library home page at http://library.
spUec.sc.us and choose "Library Catalog."

If you have any questions, please call Mark
Roseveare at 591-3763 or e-mail him at

rosevearem@spt.tec.sc.us

WRITING:

Studellt Awards Program

April 24, 2000

LRC Auditorium 7-8 p.m.

April 26: Professiollal Secretaries

Day

April 22 - May 2: Studellt Book Buy

Back-LRC

April 29: March of Dimes Walk

America, 9a.m. DUllcall Park,

Spartallburg

I st Place: Mitali Desai & Dipal Parekh

2nd Place: Kelly Rollins

3rd Place: Felicia Harris

GALLERY ARTS

3-D Art

I st Place: Debbie Blanchard: "Always and Forever"

2-D Art- Photography
I st Place (tie): Lori Davis: "Boat House" and Lori Davis,
"Warwick Castle"

2nd Place (tie): Tracy Thornton: "Charleston" and Emily
Hampton, "Music Man".

2-D Art-Non-Photography

Student Poetry:
1st Place: Susanne Sitton: "Background"
2nd Place: Hennie Collazo: "Gettysburg,
Gettysburg"

3rd Place: Debbie Blanchard: "Loving
Someone"

Student Prose:
1st Place: Jennifer Bryan: "The Secret She
Keeps"
2nd Place Susanne Sitton: "The Beginning
of Me"

3rd Place: Mark Horton: "Losing Some
one"

FACULTY/STAFF POETRY:

I st Place (tie): Tom Divver: "Cane Trick",

1st Place: Doug McAbee: "The Garden
Within"
2nd Place: Marlene Clements: "Carolina

Spring"

FACULTY/STAFF PROSE:

2nd Place: Anna Greene: "Ocean"

3rd Place (tie): April Sexton: "Baby Paige" and Jason
Smith, "Daulzarxh"

1st Place; Melinda Osburn: "The Dance"

FACULTY/STAFF 2-D Photography
1st Place: Bob Stokem: "Children of Cameroon"

FACULTY/STAFF 2-D Non-Photography

May] 5: Summer Term Classes

begill.

Ist Place: Hennie Collazo: "Barn"
May]: Deadlille to app(v for fall 2000

scholarships ill Fillallcial Aid

"Warick Castle" by Lori Davis
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This site is packed with information on
top colleges, financial aid and more.

Http://www.collegiate.net!

College Board testing dates, college
searches, and more.

Http://www.coll egeboard. org

Colleges and Universities _An alphabetized
listing of top schools.

Http://www .mit.edu/peop le/ edeme Ilo/uni v- fu II.
html

SallieMae_Financial aid information, sug
gestions, and opportunities.

Http://www.salliemae.com/home/index_d.html

Information for those interested in over
seas education.

Hup:/ /www.studyabroad.eom!

Financial aid information from the De

partment of Education

Http://www.ed.gov/prog_info/SFN
StudentGuide/
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A Personal Experience of the Educational System in 1960's Rural England
By: Jenny Bryan

There were many advantages growing up in the small village of Harrington, in the county of Derbyshire,England. I grew up carefree, enjoying my own idyllic lifestyle, insulated from the dangers of the outside
world. Unfortunately, obtaining a meaningful, useful education was not one of those advantages. I am a non-traditional
student here at Spartanburg Technical College. Each day I remind myself how lucky I am to be here and bless the day I
made my decision to return to school after twenty-seven years. Hopefully, you will gain a little insight as to how the
educational system in England was very different thirty years ago compared to what I see here today.

Many educators and parents thought it was a waste of time and money to educate females in the sixties- at least
in our rural area where the sexual revolution and the feminist movement had not yet made an impact. The statistics had
shown the majority offemale students completed high school, found a mundane job, got married and had a family. My
parents were not well educated; the opportunity was not there for them, and they saw nothing wrong with the current
system because it was better than the one they had. My parents, like everyone else, went along with the system, never
questioning the rules.

The education system consisted of attending the village primary school from age four-and-a-half or five-years
old until age eleven. At age eleven, we took an exam called the Eleven Plus. The exam, accompanied by the recom
mendation of the headmaster of the primary school, determined whether the student attended the grammar or secondary
schools. The final decision of who went where was weighted by the recommendation of the Headmaster and was often
political, regardless of the student's exam scores. The grammar schools were obviously better because the education
was oriented toward a college education. Unfortunately, there were only two places available to rural students each
year, one each at the boys' and girls' grammar schools. Students rarely went to college after secondary school because
their education ended at age fifteen or sixteen. They were not equipped to enter college; their education was more prac
tical than academic. This system doomed many bright students to mediocre futures by limiting and categorizing them at
a very early age.

There were no school counselors or career aptitude tests as there are today; no guidance was available. At fif
teen years of age, the student was able to graduate from secondary school with a high school diploma. Staying on for an
additional year to complete "0" (Ordinary) level, a step above the high school diploma, was optional. In grammar
school, "0" levels and "A" (Advanced) levels were completed before going onto college.

There were no elective subjects in high school; all subjects were mandatory. In the fourth year of Secondary
school, students attended a local college of further education in a nearby town one day a week. Female students usually
took bookkeeping and typing or cooking, and male students, woodworking or a trade, such as pipefitting or mechanics.
Once you were fifteen or sixteen, you graduated and found a job. It was usually up to the employer to train you for
whatever position you were hired.

The educational system has been up-graded through the years, and there are more opportunities available to the
students today than there were thirty-five to forty years ago. My great nephews and nieces find it amusing that their
great aunt is in school. I told them that I wish I had returned to the classroom many years sooner. I have found that my
years out of school have not been in vain, for I have gained valuable work and travel experience, which have helped me
immensely in my classes.

I know that most students find it difficult to appreciate the opportunities they have today. I am not sure that I

would have appreciated the opportunity even if it had been available to me. I do know that I am pleased to be in school

now and thrilled to see that there are many non-traditional students such as I, enriching their lives through education.
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