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Andre Rules
By Carolyn Hooker

Ch

One night last fall, I met two of my colleagues, Rita Weeks and Susie Jackson, and we walked
over to Converse College to hear the Hub City Music Makers, a performance by Spartanburg natives
who made it to (or near to) the top in the music industry. We found balcony seats in Twichell Audito
rium, which was full that night, and I sat back, hoping the rumor I'd heard that David Ball was going to

show up was true. I was look
ing forward to seeing musicians
I'd known about since I was in

high school and college - Paul
Riddle, David Ezell, Daryle
Ryce, Marshall Chapman,
Champ Hood - as well as oth
ers that would be new to me like

Little Pink Anderson, Albert
Hill (whose lead singer, Aaron
Whisnant, is a former STC stu
dent), and Matthew Knights, but
I was not prepared for the sur
prise of one of the first perform
ers on stage that night.

Andre sits in with Paul Revere and the Raiders

It was Andre Kerr, Spartanburg Tech's Director of Security, blasting out" When a Man Loves
a Woman." Dressed in jeans and a white shirt, Andre had the entire auditorium enthralled.
Andre was areal part of the rock music scene of the '70's and '80's. He played with Percy Sledge, Billy
Joe Royal, and Paul Revere and the Raiders, as well as in his own band. An entire chapter of Peter
Cooper's Hub City Music Makers: One Southern Town's Popular Music Legacy (Holocene 1997) is
devoted to Andre.(STC Library owns a copy of this book.) In that chapter is a picture of a button that
reads, "I'm nearly famous." I guess that sums up Andre's career; he did come very close to making it
big.

Andre still performs on weekends at the Boar's Head. I wish we could get him to do a concert
for STC - just cancel classes one warm spring day, go outside and let Andre go.

And David Ball didn't show up, but it didn't matter too much anyway.
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"If You Build It, They Will Come"
By Margaret Abrams

When Dr. Dan Terhune came to

Spartanburg Technical College as president in the
summer of 1996, he brought with him a dream of
a tutoring center similar to the one at Palm Beach
Community College where he served as vice presi
dent. With his support and leadership, the STC
Tutorial Learning Center (TLC) opened in the fall
of1997. Housed in RoomA-14 in the West Build

ing, the TLC offers one-on-one tutoring in English,
mathematics, accounting, and the sciences.

It took only a few weeks for students to
discover the TLC. Darlene Lowe, one of the stu
dents who frequents the TLC, comments, "I like it
a lot. We can get help from the tutors, and we
have access to the computers. And if you didn't

Gary Chapman tutors a student in the TLC.

understand what the teacher covered in math, you
can watch a video." In the fall, visits to the TLC
averaged approximately 80 a day; this semester,
the average has risen to over 100 per day. Stu
dents come to get help with an assignment, use the
Internet, do a computerized accounting lesson or a
psychology simulation, or type a paper.

Rick Griffin, another student who takes

advantage ofthe TLC, says, "From my experience,
the TLC is the difference in passing a course and
doing well in the same course. I use the TLC to

complete my homework. If you have a problem,
you can have help immediately and move on to
the next problem. The tutors are always eager to
help and want to see you do well."

Most of the tutors are instructors with ad

vanced degrees in their fields of study. Two S C
students also work as tutors: Jean Murphy in ac- ....
counting and Fred Ramsey in computer technol
ogy.

The TLC is open from 8:00 a.m. until 9:00
p.m., Monday through Thursday, and from 8:00
a.m. until 1:30 p.m. on Friday whenever school
is in session.

** *Remember* * *

- The Career Fair will be held April
16th for arts, business, engineering /
industrial students from 9:30 - 11:30
a.m. Health students can attend from

1 - 3 p.m.

- April 20 the STC Foundation will •.
celebrate the Spring Garden Party. ~ ~

-April 22 is Professional Secretaries
Day.

- March of Dimes Walk America is

April 25 beginning at 9a.m. Every
one participating needs to come to
Duncan Park in Spartanburg. The
deadline for Walk America donations

is April 21 at 7p.m. You can turn in
donations at admissions.

- The Student Awards Program Will
be held April 27 in the LRC Audito
rium at 7 p.m.

- The Book Inn will buy books back
May 4 - 5.

- Mother's Day is May 10!

-- Red White and Boom. A July 4 cele
bration held at STC is July 1.
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STC Artists Discovered
By David Dayton

Of course everyone has heard of Adams,
Picasso, Streisand, Frost, and Twain; all great art
ists in some way, shape or form. But what about
Vanoverstraeten, Miley, Penfield, Cromwell, and
Scott? The only difference between the two lists
of artists is that the latter walk among us! That's
right, they walk the same halls as you and I and
still manage to conceal their nearly famous identi
ties.

This past February, the STC campus held
an arts competition for all residing students just
waiting for a reason to release the creative genius
within. So all the bathroom poets and math class
doodlers had a chance to show their stuff, and sure

enough, by the coaxing of nagging friends and en
couragement of our teachers, a few brave souls
were convinced to compete in the STC Celebrates
The Arts Competition.

The competition dealt in the areas of gal
lery arts with photography, painting, and drawing
- stage arts with vocal performances -verse
writing with prose, which consists of essays and
short stories. Needless to say, the art was wonder
ful and full of STC personality. From humorous
literature to thought-provoking photography, the
Techie style shone through in all its glory.

The winners of this year's STC Celebrates
The Arts Competition are as follows: For Gallery
Arts there was a three - way tie for first place: Vicky
Vanoverstraeten with "Cage" and "Thinking", and
Fred Ramsey with "Splash Back". In the Art sec
tion, Gwyn Miley took first place with her paint
ing "Let's Dance," and David Dayton placed sec
ond with his drawing "Eternal Algebra."

In the Vocal Stage Arts, Cassy Penfield
placed first, followed by a second-place finish by
Tammie Tracy. Writing produced two winners
with Tamiko Cromwell's "Holy Spirit" in first
place and Ernie Lambert's "My Wife's Poetry
Reading" in second place. Finally, there was an
other tie in the Writing Prose section with Tawana
L. Scott for "Subject to Change" and Ernie Lam
bert for "Tubes of Shame," both placing first in
their area. All are wonderful artists and deserve

respectful recognition for their ambition and ef
forts to become

involved in extra activities at school aside from

their busy schedules. Great job!
If you are a closet poet or a weekend pho

tographer, don't wait; start now and decide which
piece you would like to enter in next year's

"Splashback" by Fred Ramsey

competition. You could be the next student celeb
rity here at STC. If you need any more informa
tion about the STC Celebrates The Arts Competi
tion, contact Gina Parris, and she can direct you to
an instructor on the planning committee who will
be more than grateful to inform you about the com
petition. Until then, don't be afraid to become in
volved in STC activities, for they all contribute to
providing you with a quality education for a qual
ity career.

The Informer Staff

Brian Peahuff, Fred Ramsey Co-editors
Gina Parris Advisor

Cindy Knight... Media Consultant
Carolyn Hooker Faculty Editor



STC Takes Second Place at Southern Spring Show
By Lisa Klementovich

Spring was in the air in early February at the 1998 Southern Spring Show at the Exposition
Center in Charlotte, North Carolina. Daffodils, tulips, grape hyacinths, and cherry blossoms were all
bursting with color and commanding attention from the many spectators meandering throughout this
inside "outside" wonderland.

Our Spartanburg Tech horticultural team was there, and given the challenge of creating a Charles
ton, SC backyard garden area. We used plants like kurume azaleas, fragrant osmathus and a seven-foot
magnolia tree for impact. Pansies and daffodils poked their snowy heads out from under-plantings
beneath the larger plants. All of the plants used here, except the bulbs and pansies which had to be
purchased, were graciously loaned to us from different nurseries. Their names were displayed at the
show in gratitude.

Our team of first-and second-year horticultural students had only two days to create this mature
garden. Needless to say, we worked very hard in order to meet our deadline.

We began with a design team that developed the layout of what would eventually become a
reality. From a mixture of ideas, the team developed their version of a typical Charleston garden. A
brick walkway, an arbor, and a running fountain came into view as the team continued to work.

Some of the materials were collected by the students and instructors and were stored at the
greenhouses at the school. A convoy of trucks transported the materials to Charlotte, and we began the
two day process of installation.

It was truly amazing to see the whole process from start to finish. It took many hours of plan
ning, preparation, and sweat from our team. With the guidance of our experienced instructors, Jimmy
Painter, Doug McAbee, and Kevin Parris, we accomplished what we set out to do: build a real-life
backyard, starting with nothing but a concrete floor. And winning second place for our efforts was a
gratifying end to this experience in which I had the privilege to be a part.

STC To Lend a Helping Hand
By T.Brian Peahuff

Tech Informer readers may recall an article in last semester's edition of The Tech Informer,
suggesting that the doors leading into the library and bookstore be made accessible to individuals
needing assistance. I'm happy to report that an automatic system will be installed on both the library
and bookstore doors. Installation should be completed on the library by May 15 and the bookstore by
June 30. Along with an automatic doors being placed at the bookstore, there will be other renovations
made here this summer. STC plans to connect the East and West Buildings with a new courtyard. This
courtyard will make pedestrian traffic between buildings a lot safer and quicker. The entrance to the
East Building, across from E-43, will be equipped with an automatic door also. These new pathways
will make the facilities at the new Health Science Building easy to access.

In an attempt to make the STC campus one of the best, plans are now being made to renovate
restrooms in the East and West Buildings so they will be accessible to everyone. In discussion with
Tommy Bulman, Director of the Physical Plant, and Glenn Miller, a Physical Plant employee, I've
attempted to tell and show them the difficulties one faces when trying to enter and exit the restroom
while maneuvering a wheelchair. Tommy Bulman assured me that some changes would take place in
the near future. He also added, "A quick fix isn't always the right fix, so we'll make sure things get
done right the first time." While talking about government regulations, Glenn Miller said, "You can
comply with these regulations, but we must talk to people with disabilities before we can ever under
stand." I would like to tell both of these men I appreciate their time and courtesy in attempting to move
ahead with this project.



ASCET Club Celebrates 20th Birthday

The Spartanburg Technical College Student Chapter of the American Society of Certified
Engineering Technicians (ASCET) celebrated its 20th birthday on March 24, 1998, at a birthday
party held at the college. The student chapter was formed in 1978 and is one of approximately 25
student chapters of ASCET across the United States. The Spartanburg Tech Chapter has the distinc
tion of being the first organized in South Carolina. It is also the longest remaining chapter in the

national organization. As a three
time winner of the National ASCET

Student Chapter of the Year Award,
the student group has established the
additional record of being the only
ASCET student chapter either to
sponsor a national regional meeting
or to sponsor the organization of an
other chapter of ASCET. The pur
pose of ASCET student chapter or
ganizations is to assist in develop
ing interest and involvement in the
engineering technology professions.

The birthday celebration was highlighted by the presence ofWSPA-TV's Jack Roper and
his humorous audience participation presentation to club members and college administration/staff
on how to maintain a good attitude. Club founder and Faculty Advisor Jim McKinney, who is the
college's department head of Civil and Electronics Engineering Technologies, emceed the pro
gram. ASCET club members Penny Blankenship and Tim Sherbert presented information on the
purpose, projects, and accomplishments of the 20-year-old club. Special guest Milt Fletcher, Direc
tor of The Haven, praised the student club for its eight-year sponsorship, and for making the annual
Christmas Eve appearance at The Haven of Santa Claus, with gifts for the children, a possibility. A
large birthday cake was provided, and a memorabilia table highlighting the club accomplishments
was set up for all to view.

"This was a very appropriate occasion for a fine organization," commented Mr. Fletcher.
Club founder, Jim McKinney, said, "It's been a great experience over the years to see the

many club accomplishments, and to witness some outstanding student leadership."
Club president, Nancy Weathers said, "It's a lot offun working on the projects and getting members
involved.

Caravanserai Auditions

Caravanserai will hold auditions for "Reckless," a tragically funny play by Craig Lucas, at
7:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 23, in the LRC Auditorium. Production dates are July 9-12. A few
blocking rehearsals will be held in May, while actors memorize their lines. Major rehearsals will run
hrough June. The cast size is flexible. While at least seven actors are needed, the cast could swell
o as many as 30 people. A knowledge of (or at least a willingness to learn) mime and American

Sign Language is a definite plus for auditioners. In addition to actors, backstage and house helpers,
ushers, prop collectors, set builders publicists ,etc.are needed.

Questions about the play should be directed to Judy Sieg at 591-3940



Women's History
Month

The congressional resolution
designating the month of March
as "Women's History Month,"
starts out with the clause,
"Whereas American women of

every race, class, and ethnic
background have made historic
contributions to the growth and
strength of our Nation in count
less recorded and unrecorded

ways...." It ends with the clause;

"The President is authorized and

requested to issue a proclama
tion for each of these months,
calling upon the people of the
United States to observe those
months with appropriate pro
grams, ceremonies and activi
ties.

On March 11, 1998, in the
LRC Auditorium, Spartanburg
Technical College celebrated a
fine and long tradition of com
munity leadership by recogniz
ing and honoring area women
of achievement.

The honorees were Nancy
Crowley, Detria Jones, Marie
Kurtz, Gillian Newberry, Rita
Parker, Susan Sutton, and Doris
White.

Spartanburg Technical
College's Student of Achieve
ment was Charlotte Lindsey.

Thanks to all who participated,
and special thanks to the inter
preters for the program, Melba
Bishop, Cindy Fullerton, and
Melinda Jones. A special thanks
to the planning committee who
saw that it all came together:
Celia Bauss, Kellie Cash, Lib

Gilliam, Margaret Green, Leslie
Kerr, Kern Mahaffey, Tania
McDuffie, Andrena Powell
Baker,Phyllis Rogers, Judy Sieg,
and Rita Buscher -Weeks.
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Meet Richard Beck
By T.Brian Peahuff

Again we take a brief
look into the life of another STC
student. STC has a student body
with the diversity of a major uni
versity.

Richard Beck is currently
pursuing an Associate Degree in
Computer Technology. After
completion, he would like to
work out of his home as a sub
contractor or systems analysis
director for a major corporation.
Beck says, "STC has a nice, re
laxed atmosphere, but still has
the discipline needed for suc
cess."

But the one thing people
probably don't know is that Ri
chard was in Vietnam. He was
on the Air Force's medic evacu
ation team located on Clark Air
Force base. While on this team,
he went out to rescue soldiers

who were wounded during com
bat. The notable thing is, this
man didn't only surviveone tour:
he survived twice, for a total of
twenty months. When asked,
what is the biggest misconcep
tion people have about Vietnam,
Beck replied, "People don't truly
understand that there was no

main goal in Vietnam like in
WW II when American soldiers

fought to defend democracy. We
just fought to get home alive."



Letters to the Editor. This page is intended for the students to voice their opinions and does not necessarily reflect the

views of Spartanburg Technical College.

Vice- President Gore Defends the IRS
By Jody Whitlock

Internal Revenue Service - these three words strike fear in the hearts of millions of Ameri

cans. According to Americans for Hope, Growth, and Opportunity - a political action committee
chaired by former Republican presidential candidate Steve Forbes - nearly fifty per cent ofrespon
dents to a nationwide survey on tax reform would rather have their wallet stolen than face an audit by
the IRS. Given the fact that this out-of-control agency is five times the size of the FBI, can anyone
blame them?

On March 17, Vice-President Gore unveiled plans that would proposedly make the IRS a kinder,
gentler agency. He indeed has his work ahead of him. Opponents of his two hundred administrative
and customer-service upgrades contend that this is just a great "talking points" issue with the voters,
especially during a major Congressional election cycle. The Vice- President definitely has his 3R's
down pat - Reform, Restructure, and Reinvent - but never a mention is given to the other forgotten
"R" word: Repeal.

This is unfortunate because hearings held recently by the Senate Finance Committee deter
mined that the IRS will stop at nothing in its collection process. One agent testified that "the IRS will
often pursue a taxpayer who is viewed to be vulnerable, has a limited formal education, has suffered a
personal tragedy, is having financial crisis or may not necessarily have a solid grasp of their legal
rights. Another agent revealed, "Even though I collect more money with a substantially higher number
of cases paying in full, I am now evaluated on my number of seizures rather than my overall effective
ness. More alarming, it was discovered that the agency sets dollar goals for its revenuers ranging from
$1,000 per hour from personal audits and $2,200 per hour from corporate audits.

The seven-million word, ten-thousand page tax code is so complex that not even experts can
figure it out. Money magazine recently asked forty-five top professionals to fill out one average family's
return. All forty-five tax professionals came up with forty-five wildly different amounts. More impor
tantly, under current federal tax law, if ordinary citizens - not professionals - make honest arith
metic mistakes, they are considered guilty until proven innocent. Moreover, if the IRS so chooses, they
can collect every piece of information about you for their case without a warrant. No other bureaucracy
in history has ever had this much power.

Harassment within the agency is mind-boggling. The IRS took the $26 in a six-year old's piggy
bank to pay for her parents' overdue taxes. A Michigan Day Care Center was raided for $14,000 owed
in back taxes and - the most frightening story - agents forbade parents from taking their children
home until they paid what was owed the center. Ironically, the payments were supposedly made di
rectly - to you guessed it - the IRS, not the Day Care Center.

In Alabama, agents stormed a man's home and seizing everything they could get their hands on,
including the family Bible and the wedding ring from his wife's finger. A doctor and his wife fought
the IRS for seventeen years over a tax bill that was owed by someone else. IRS lawyers intimidated a
Delaware contractor into paying $50,000 even after being informed by the Justice Department that the
IRS's case was groundless. One agent even filed false returns to frame the beleaguered contractor.
This is impossible in America, one would think.

Mr. Vice-President, it"s time to come forward and tell the American people just what your
relationship is with the IRS.


