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The club's primary focus is service to
the campus and the community such as
serving as a "watch dog" for campus
accessibility for all with disabilities;
promoting awareness; working with
special needs consumers; serving as
STC ambassadors to the community;
and serving as mentors to new
students entering the college.

Phi Beta Lambda, Delta Beta
Lambda Chapter: (Advisor: Lynn
Dale, ext. 3833) This organization is
open to all students pursuing a career
in business or business education. The

purpose of this organization is to
create an interest and understanding of
American business enterprise, to assist
students in developing business
leadership skills and to establish
scholarships through fund-raising
projects.

Respiratory Care Club: (Advisor:
Randy Anderson, ext. 3845) This club
is open to students enrolled in the
respiratory therapy technology
program. The objectives are to
stimulate interest in the respiratory

The Ledbetter building is usually the first place on campus students
visit.

purposes of Caravanserai are to
culturally enhance the STC community
and to promote a greater under
standing and appreciation of the arts.

Collegiate Secretaries International
~: (Advisor: Brenda Tharpe, ext.
3844) The objectives of CSI are to
stimulate interest in the secretarial

profession, to develop a better
understanding of the secretary's
responsibilities, and to provide a basis
necessary to the preparation of future
secretaries. Students must be enrolled

at STC for a minimum of one year and
excell academically to be eligible for
membership.

Horticulture Club: (Advisor: Jimmy
Painter, ext.3857) The Horticulture
Club is open to all individuals enrolled
in horticulture technology. The club
integrates learning experiences and
leadership, while providing members
an opportunity to learn more about
their fellow classmates.

Lola Imi Proto: (Acting Advisor:
Steven Rhodes, ext. 3684)
Membership in this club is open to any
interested STC student or faculty/staff
member (disabled or non-disabled).

Caravanserai: (Advisor: Judy Sieg, ext.
3940) This club is open to any person
interested in theatre on or off campus. The

Welcome!

Get tnvolvea!

Many student organizations on
campus suit the varying needs of the
students at Spartanburg Technical College.
Pic\c a club and join to make new friends,
to ~erve your community, or just to have
fun! If you don't see a club or organization
you would like to join, find some friends to
start one of your choice. All you need to
do is find a faculty/staff advisor and
develop a charter. The following is a list of
the existing clubs and organizations open
to students on campus:

Afro-American Association: (Advisor:
Joe Fox, ext. 3836) This club is open to
any interested minority student. The
purpose of this organization is to promote
the pursuit of academic excellence, to
foster the development of harmonious
interracial relationships, to promote a spirit
of cooperation, and to focus on issues and
concerns to black students.

American Society of Certified
EngineeringTechnicians (ASCET):
(Advisor: Jim McKinney, ext. 3672) This
club is open to students enrolled in two
year curricula of the engineering
technologies. The club sponsors monthly
programs of interest to engineering
technology students, such as guest
lecturers, demonstrations, and field trips.
The club has been recognized nationally for
its achievements.

The 1995-1996 school year has
begun, and many of you are probably
wondering what there is to do on
campus-besides studying! Student
activities are planned for the entire school
year such as Fall Fest and International
Day. Besides these such events, many
clubs welcome new members. So ...
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We're happy to be starting a
new academic year at Spartanburg
Tech. This year, we have many plans
for the Tech Informer. One feature

will be "Encouraging Words" featuring
articles by students and staff offering
encouragement in various areas. Look
for this feature in upcoming editions.

We welcome any ideas you may
have in making the Tech Informer
interesting to the Spartanburg Tech
community. We will be going to the
Fall Leadership Conference in early
October and plan to take with us the
ideas we have gathered.

Thanks to everyone who has
volunteered to work on the Informer.

Anyone else who would like to work
with us, don't forget, you can reach us
by leaving a note in the Newspaper
Office in the Ledbetter Building or
calling the Admissions Office and
leaving a message.

Good Luck with your first
semester.

Staff

Stephanie Sieg, Co-editor
Mary Jones, Co-editor
Gina Parris, Advisor

Cindy Knight, Media Consultant
Carolyn Hooker, Faculty Editor

SPARTANBURG TECHNICAL COLLEGE

STC does not discriminate on the

basis of race, color, religion, age, sex,
national origin, ethnic origin, or
disability.

FIRST AIDSWALK

IN SPARTANBURG

TolEIELD

SEPTEMBER 30
AIDSWalk 95', and theme "Walk

to Win the Battle" will be held on

Saturday, September 30, 1995, at 10
a.m. The two-mile walk has been

organized to attract 1,000 walkers from
the Upstate with the hopes of raising
$30,000 for area mV/AIDS
compassionate assistance. The first
1,000 area walkers who collect $15 or
more in donations will receive an

AIDSWalk T-shirt in recognition of their
effort. Spartanburg is the second city in
South Carolina to host a major
AIDSWalk event as Columbia recently
completed their second- year event.

The walk will begin at 412
Magnolia Street at the Henson Law
Firm, a major corporate sponsor,
continue to Richardson Park, adjacent to
the Flagstar Tower, and return. One
thousand red balloons will be released at

Richardson Park, where welcome
speeches plus individual and
sponsorship recognition will be given.
Interested individuals or groups are
encouraged to call Mrs. Patti Miller,
committee member, at the Henson Law
Firm at 585-1538 for registration, entry
forms, and poster pickup information.
Registration packets are also available at
the main information desks of

Spartanburg, Union, and Cherokee
Health Departments.

mv /AIDS is an epidemic that
reaches every segment of our
population. In the Upstate the problem
continues to grow and reach people from
all walks of life and ethnic backgrounds.
The impact on our community continues
to grow, as the Spartanburg area has the
4th largest number of reported cases in
South Carolina. In Spartanburg County,
the estimated lifetime treatment cost for
someone with AIDS is in excess of

$100,000. The largest increase of AIDS

The Tech Informer

cases reported is among teens and
young adults, mostly from
heterosexual contact. (Spartanburg
Herald-Journal, 3/11194)

For these reasons, and many
more, area community leaders banded
together in 1986 to form the AIDS
Support Network of Spartanburg.
The network is a non-profit 501(c)(3)
organization serving Spartanburg,
Union, and Cherokee counties. As an
AIDS Task Force, the network seeks
to provide financial assistance for basic
needs to those families in our

community who have been infected or
affected through the spectrum of the
mv /AIDS virus.

A companion organization, the
Piedmont HIV/AIDS Consortium,
also provides assistive support for
medical and dental care and

medications for persons not covered
by other funding sources. AIDSWalk
'95's success is crucial to providing
compassionate assistance to those in
need. Both the AIDS Support
Network and Piedmont mV/AIDS

Consortium help spread the message
that we are all part of a global family
that must seek to offer assistance to

those who are in need regardless of
circumstances.
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ENCOURAGING WORDS

D!Y 1

school for several years. There are many
differences for us older students; I am
sure. I feel a number of advantages, but
the only disadvantage I have noticed is a
certain discomfort with the knowledge
that I am, in most cases, much older than
my instructors. I have been surprised to
find that I was quickly able to establish
relationships with my classmates, regard
less of our ages. The course work is a
great equalizer.

It may be presumptuous of me to
say so, but I think I love going to school
more than many of my fellow students
who are younger. I have not been vic
timized and burned out by the public
school system, which I think has deterio
rated significantly since I was there. I do
not have the distractions of a demanding
social life, and I am no longer the slave
of the raging hormones that demand so
much time and energy when we are in
our late teens and twenties.

Then, there is the worn out old

cliche that I appreciate my opportunities
more, after having spent more than two
decades in the "work force". Until the

time that I enrolled here, I never thought
of my life in terms of career options,
never seriously thought about work that
I would love, never pondered the world
of openness and opportunity that I al
ways stressed to my children. That is, I
think, the best of coming back to
school-the gift of options.

Many of my generation, women per
haps more than me, were taught the so
called "correct time" to do things. there
was an accepted time for going to
school, marrying, having children, mak
ing career decisions. That lesson was
taken to heart all too often by most ofus.
It is a very limiting, self-defeating con-
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classroom, the more out of place I began
to feel. As the students began talking
among themselves, I started wondering
if the talk was about me. Finally, the in
structor arrived. I think that was when I

reached the height of my self
consciousness. The instructor was not

much older than the majority of the stu
dents. I was beginning to feel conscious
of my age.

After the instructor made introduc

tions, students were asked questions
about previous classes. I felt unprepared
when I admitted not having been in
school for the last twenty years. Even
though the placement tests said I should
be in this class, I started to have doubts.
Listening to the other students talk, I re
alized how much I had forgotten. I be
gan to understand how a person feels af
ter a three-day drunk. I could remember
some of what they were talking about
but could not quite pull all of the pieces
together. I realized it would be a difficult
transition getting used to school.

The semester is over, and none of
my preconceived fears came to life. I
was not ostracized by the students or the
instructors. I was easily accepted by
class and faculty; age was never a ques
tion. Once I accepted the fact that I
didn't know everything, learning was
easy. The courses were difficult but not
impossible. I achieved good grades
through an effort on my part. Although
some people think being older is being
smarter, I didn't want to destroy their
belief, so I never admitted how hard I
studied, but I know for sure, I'm not too
old to learn I would recommend anyone
that wants to further his education to go
for it and not worry about what others
may think because a person is never too
old to learn.

by Sherry Haire
I have been asked to comment about

the quality oflife for students at Spartan
burg Tech who have been away from

by Ed Pianka
Twenty years ago, I received an as

sociate degree, but after I moved to
South Carolina, the degree proved to be
worthless. After getting a headache
from running into brick. walls in my job
search, I decided to go back to school.
I remember someone once telling me that
a person is never too old to learn. I hope
to be able to prove that person correct,
but it was with nervousness and suspi
cion that I entered the classroom on the

first day.

[11
I spent the night be
fore the first day in self-debate, going
over matters of grave importance:
should I sit in front and be obvious or sit

in back and hope to blend in like a piece
of furniture? How should I dress? How
should I act? These were some of the

questions I continuously pondered real
izing that self-consciousness and egoism
were my worst enemies. I resolved not
to let my preconceived idea that I was
too old interfere with my goals.

The first day came, and I cast my
die. Arriving early, I chose my seat and
waited for the rest of the class to come

in. Sitting in the front as I began to no
tice the students as they came into the

Age Ain't Nuthin But a
Number

Thinking you're too old to be in coll~e?
Feeling out of place? Wonduing how you
should act? Can't decide how you should
dress? Don't know if you should sit in the
front or back of the classroom? Having se
rious doubts about your academic ability?
In general, wondering what the heck you're
doing back in school after aI/these years?
Read what some students returning to
school after many years have to siry, and
you'll know you've made the right decision.



students. Still, as I entered each
classroom, I moved to the back of the
room and sat in the last row. Now,
sitting in the back was definitely not a
wise move for me because, although I
alternate between contact lenses and

eyeglasses, my vision is far from 20/20.
So, I struggled to see what the
instructors were writing on the boards.

In addition, my children have told
me many times I, like most moms, am
getting senile. I forget appointment
dates, times to pick my children up from
school, my shoes, my purse, my keys;
you name it, I've forgotten it, even my
children's names. So, how in the world
did I expect to remember all the
information my instructors were
throwing at me? Finally, because I
wanted to do well, I studied constantly,
and my children began to lovingly call me
a nerd. But my studying paid off. My
grades were excellent. My next fear
actually grew out of the wonderful A's I
was getting I was afraid the other
students would resent me because of my
grades! Teasing, one instructor even
called me a curve buster.

However, as the school year came to
a close, I did better than I had even dared
to dream. Not only were my grades
excellent, my instructors praised me for
my work and encouraged me to have
faith in myself. Many students went out
of their way to make me feel
comfortable. My family offered much
moral support, and my children even
helped me do homework and study.
And, most important, my advisor gently
but firmly coaxed me not to be afraid and
constantly reminded me to go for it.

My first year at Tech. has shown me
talents I never knew I had, an award in
writing I never thought I could win, a
scholarship I would never before have
applied for, and the co-editor
appointment to this paper I didn't expect
to get. I am not unique. I hope and pray
that you will not let your age discourage
you. The fact that you are here says that
you also have a dream. Go for it. You're
not too old as long as you remember age
ain't nuthin but a number.

encouraging words ...

cept. Getting older is inevitable. It's
important to grow with it, make peace
with it. There is so much we can do. We

just have to get out and start doing it.
The richness of new experiences and
exposure to thoughts and ideas that can
be found only in the atmosphere of
formal education, are perhaps the best
things to bring us in touch with what we
want to do, what we can do.

by Mary Jones
I was forty-six when I started at

Spartanburg Tech last fall, and I'll be
forty-seven halfway through this year.
Looking back over the past year, I can
truly say my time 'at Spartanburg Tech
has been one of the best periods in my
life

I almost didn't come. I conjured up
all kinds of reasons, some imaginary and
some real, why returning to school might
not be a wise move. But, I have a dream.
F or many years, I worked as a legal
secretary, and I love law. I hope to
become a lawyer some day. So, I came
to Tech one day last July and applied for
admission and financial aid. When I

started my classes, and for four weeks
thereafter, I had no idea whether I would
even receive financial aid. I even signed
a promissory note swearing to repay the
money advanced for my fees and books if
I did not receive financial aid. How I

would get the money, I had no idea.
Beyond financial problems, I was

also having anxiety attacks about being
on campus and in classes with students,
and even instructors, much younger than
I. On the first day of classes, I dropped
my two younger children off at their
middle school and tried to smile as both

of them gave me strict instructions on
relaxing, smiling, and mingling with other
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TIDBITS FROM AROUND

CAMPUS

Memory Walk, the only
national event for Alzheimer's Disease,
is a walk-a-thon to raise money for
local chapters of the Alzheimer's
Association. The Spartanburg
Memory Walk will be September 30 at
9:00 AM. It will held at the

Spartanburg Senior Center, Evans I

Human Resource Building, S.
Converse St. Contact Gina Parris at
591-3932 for further information.

Campus Security would like
to remind everyone that the speed limit
on campus is 15 mph. Also, the stop
signs on campus mean stop, not slow
down, and students are not allowed to
park in the faculty/staff spaces between
the east and west buildings. Faculty,
staff, and students are not allowed to
park in the visitor spaces in front 0
Ledbetter building.

Soutb Carolina's area code

Iwill change May 1, 1996. From
December 3, 1995, until May 1, 1996,
either area code may be used on long
distance calls placed to telephone
numbers in the new 864 area. The

following areas will be changed:
Greenville, Spartanburg, Cherokee,
Union, Pickens, Anderson, Laurens,
Abbeyville, Greenwood, Saluda ,
McCormick, and Oconee. Southern
Bell urges everyone to make the
necessary preparations and begin using
the new area codes as soon as possible
after December 3, 1995, which will
help to make this a smooth transition
for everyone.
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October 21
November 25
December 16
December 23

Library Hours

The schedule for the library during Fall
semester is as follows:

7:30 am - 9:00 pm
7:30 am - 1:30 pm
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

The library will be closed the following
Saturdays this semester:

Monday-Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Health division hopefuls camp out the night before registration to
guarantee spots in their chosen fields.

The Bloodmobile will VISIt

campus on September 19 from 9 am until
2 pm in the parking lot between the east
and west buildings.

Student Activities will sponsor an
Evening Student Appreciation Drop
in on October 16 from 6 pm until 8:30
pm in the cafeteria. A free meal will be
served.

Fall Fest will be held October 18

from 12 noon until 2:30 pm in the
parking lot between the east and west
buildings. Many aetivites are planned for
that day including a caricature artist (a
nominal fee), a kudzu basket weaver, and
line dancing. For your entertainment
there will be a deejay and a gong show.
Don't miss out on the tug-of-war or the
faculty/student softball brawl if you're
athletically inclined. Also, clubs will be
selling food, so bring money! Come join
in the fun.

Continued from page 1...

Rezoomers (Single PareotlHomemaker Club): (Advisor: Cynthia Lister, ext. 3813)
This organization is open to participants of the single parentlhomemaker program. The
purpose of this organization is to provide personal and emotional support, to encourage
individual growth and development of self-confidence and to promote an awareness of
services and programs available to the single parentlhomemaker.

Sign Time (Sign Language Club): (Advisor: Dale Dyal, ext. 3714) This organization
is open to any currently enrolled students who have interest in sign language. The
purposes of this organization are to promote and strengthen the interpreter training
program; to increase awareness about deafness, sign language, and the role of the
interpreter; and to provide a network of support for STC students.

Student Council: (Advisor: Gina Parris, ext. 3932) Student Council is an organization
which provides students a voice in college concerns and student affairs. The Student
Council charters new organizations, programs leadership workshops, participates in
campus and community service projects and supports various kinds of entertainment.
Contact the Student Councilor Gina Parris for further information.

Tau Alpha Pi National Honor Society for Engineering Technology. Mu Gamma
Chapter: (Advisor: Jim McKinney, ext. 3672) This organization is open to students
enrolled in an engineering technology curriculum with 40 degree credits and a 3.5 GPA
or 80 degree credits with a 3.3 GPA The objective of the honor society is to provide
recognition for the highest standard of scholastic achievement and the most outstanding
achievements. Prospective members must be recommended by a full-time faculty
member.

Women's Center Alumni Association: (Advisor: Cynthia Lister, ext. 3813) This
organization is open to graduates of STC who were assisted through the Women's
Center. The purpose of this organization is to provide positive role models to currently
enrolled students and to promote the services of the Women's Center.
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"The Water Engine" - a play-within-a-play

"The Water Engine"-Caravanserai's Little Engine that Could

by Sherry Haire
"The Water Engine," a drama written by David Mamet, was presented by

Caravanserai in the Tracy Gaines Auditorium on September 6 through September 10.
Set in a 1934 Chicago radio station, the drama is a play-within-a-play, and is the story
of a young Chicago factory worker, Charlie Lang. Charlie has invented a revolutionary
engine--one that is powered by water. His innocent and trusting nature lead him into
betrayal by the dark and greedy forces of the business world, and his "American
Dream" of seeing his engine patented is destroyed.

The play was directed by Judy Sieg, and the assistant director was STC's own
Gina Wade. Appearing in the role of Charlie Lang is Keith Turner, something of a
"mystery man," according to the program notes. The rest of the excellent cast included
STC faculty, staff, and students: David Williams, Department Head of Social
Sciences; Faye Perry, Administrative Specialist for Arts and Sciences; Dale Dyal,
Department Head of the Interpreter Training Program; Gina Wade, student in the A.A.
program; and Kitta Cates, a recent graduate in Marketing. A special delight was Krista
Williams, the daughter of David Williams, and Laura Painter, the daughter of Jimmy
Painter.

The play was interpreted for the hearing impaired by Cindy Fullerton and
Barbara Garrison.

Caravanserai presented a fine production of this drama. If you are not taking
advantage of the plays they are doing, you are missing an opportunity to enjoy genuine
cultural events right here on the STC campus and to appreciate and support the talents
offellow students and faculty.

Caravanserai will be putting on other productions throughout this academic
year. Look for notices around campus and in future issues of The Informer.
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The Tech Informer is

curently looking for anyone
interested in helping with the
school newspaper. Although
no pay is involved, you get
the satisfaction of seeing your
name in print. So if you are
interested in layout,
photography, writing, or
anything else newspaper
related, please contact
Stephanie Sieg or Mary Jones
by writing a note and
dropping it in campus mail
with the address:

Newspaper Office
Admissions

Ledbetter Building

Quality Education for Quality Careers


