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AUTOMATED
MANUFACTURING 94

World-wide competition. Global economy.
Those are words that make headlines daily. United
States industry must compete with countries around
the world that have extremely different cultures and
business traditions.

And the U.S. is doing it. Not only are we
running the race, but we are winning. How are we
doing it? Automated manufacturing technology is
one answer. Advanced and automated technologies
are proven to increase productivity, reduce costs, and
improve quality.

Helping you find automated manufacturing
solutions is what AM94 is all about. AM94 is a broad
based exhibition ofadvanced technologies with appli
cations for numerous manufacturing processes and
product categories. AM94 has built a reputation for
quality and high-level achievement in stimulating
technology transfer.

This year's show is the largest in the history of
the event. Celebrating its tenth-year anniversary,
AM94 will feature over 260 leading manufacturers
and suppliers displaying state-of-the-art equipment,
systems, components, and services relating to all
aspects ofmanufacturing automation. It will be held
on May 3-5,1994, at the James H. Woodside Confer
ence Center at the Palmetto Exposition Center, in
Greenville, S.C.

State and technical college faculty and staff
registration is free on site. Student registration is
also free on site but only on Thursday, May 5. Please
remember no one under 18 is allowed on the show
room floor. For more information please call (803)
737-9354.

hOW st=c beVeLOpS
A. CUp..p..1CULUm

Spartanburg Tech uses a system called
DACUM, Developing a Curriculum, to assure
the quality of each program offered.

This is how it works. STC invites a panel
often to twelve professionals in the field to come
together and brainstorm for one to two days.
During this time, these professionals decide the
required competencies to make a successful cur
riculum.

This material is then evaluated by other
professionals, who rank the competencies on
their importance in the workplace. The final
curriculum is developed from the most impor
tant competencies. This process is repeated
every five years for each program. An advisory
committee meets twice a year to keep abreast of
current educational needs.
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51 'Tribute to 'Debra 1(ay
by Susie Jackson

When I think of Debra Kay, I see in my mind's eye her flowered, china cup and saucer sitting among
all the books in her office. This image suggests what I knew and appreciated most in Debra, her love of
knowledge and beauty. In a time when it seems almost commonplace for people to dwell on the harshness
and blemishes in our world, Debra used her energies and talents to raise our awareness ofbeauty and to help
us grow intellectually. How fortunate we are that our college was a recipient ofher gifts and abilities formore
than eight years.

As library director at Spartanburg Technical College, Debra put tremendous effort through the years
in applying for grant funding that could help our library grow. She felt tremendously rewarded when our
school received a Title III grant (for $422,000 in October of 1993) to fund the South Carolina Library
Consortium. (This money is now being used to automate the college's library services.)

Debra had a special talent for acquisitions. During her tenure as library director, the holdings at the
Spartanburg Technical College Library grew to 36,000. Judy Sieg remembers going book shopping for the
library once with Debra. "It was like Christmas," Judy said. "Wehad a great time looking at beautiful books."
That day Debra was on a mission to supplement the scholarly collection in the library with some trade and
interest books that would entice students and faculty to come to the library, just to browse and enjoy
themselves.

Waltina Young remembers that Debra was one ofthe first people to welcome her to this campus by
inviting her out to lunch. "We talked about our jobs and she said she liked her job here because she felt like
building the library really did make a difference."

Certainly, Debra was a professional with high personal expectations, and she always had the
students', faculty's, and administration's needs and interests uppermost in her mind. Whenever I'd go to the
library to do a little literary research, Debra would inevitably come out of her office to greet me and to help
me find sources. We always found something that could help me in the classroom, and we usually got
sidetracked talking about the literature, too. It seemed to me she'd read most every story and poem I had ever
read. One thing I know for sure; she loved Wordsworth. Once I half jokingly asked her if she read everything
that came in to the library. She said, of course she hadn't, but I know she certainly must have skimmed every
book.

Debra's many memberships in professional organizations helped her to keep up with advancements
in her field and also gave her another avenue to make a contribution in education and library science. She
was a member of the American Library Association, the South Carolina Library Association, the South
Carolina Technical Education Association, and Friends of Spartanburg County Library. Her contributions
went beyond just aiding academic growth, however. She loved displaying beauty and the arts in the library
at Tech. I remember she hosted one of Fran Woodside's art exhibits in the library and thought the exhibit
particularly memorable.

As a big supporter ofWomen's History Month at Spartanburg Tech (and one ofthe founding members
of the Women's History Month committee), one ofher favori te parts ofthe celebration was to create a beautiful
table for the honorees' reception in the library before the program. "She 'put on the works' with linen, crystal,
silver and cut flowers," Judy Sieg remembers.

Debra constantly promoted artistic and aesthetic endeavors at our college, but she also shared these
interests outside the college. She was a member of the Arts Council of Spartanburg and Friends ofthe School
of Music at Converse College. Her monetary contributions to Friends ofthe School of Music went partially
toward music scholarships. Debra attended concerts often and she especially enjoyed events at the Brevard
Musical Festival in the summers. Rita Weeks often rode with her to Brevard. "She loved piano music somuch.
She felt released in music. And she had a special appreciation for the musicians ofthe Romantic era, Chopin,
Beethoven, Brahms. We had such good times talking about music," Rita said.

We miss Debra. We miss her professional and artistic contribution to the college, of course, and we
miss the courageous spirit she showed us when she was ill with cancer, but I, for one, miss the little informal
conversations I used to have with her in the library, talks that could stretch on without my even realizing the
time was passing. I always left her feeling a little more aware ofthe beauty in our world, ofthe things that
really, truly matter.



TECH SCHOLARS

The Technical Scholars program is available
for students in the Electrical Engineering Technol
ogy, Mechanical Engineering Technology, and Auto
mated Manufacturing Technology programs.

A student who is interested in being a Tech
Scholar is tested by participating companies and the
college. The student must have a full course load,
work 20 hours for the employing company, and
maintain a high GPA. The company will pay for the
student's books and tuition. The company will also
pay the student a salary for the 20 hours of work.

This program benefits both the businesses
and the students. The company can train the stu
dent and therefore develop the kind oftechnician it
wants. The student gains experience in his field and
a possibility of continuing with the company.

Majestic
by Detra Dimsdale

Driving through the west side oftown, I saw you for
the first time.
You were sitting on the porch of your old, broken
apartment, in the midst of rubble and depression,
slowly rocking in a worn, faded chair.
Your children sat around you, playing with their
blocks, mud-pies, pet bugs ....
You saw me watching and looked up.
The look that you gave me was a trapped look, a look
oflost
hope hidden behind a knowing, aged face that held
little beauty.
You turned away as your daughter came to you,
giving you her small dark leg and an untied shoelace.
Your hand moved deftly over the ragged cloth,
clearly accustomed to this chore.
When you were through, you gave her a hug, a pat,
and sent her on her way.
You turned back to me then, and sent a tired, yet
content, smile.
At that moment, I saw the eternal beauty that you
hold, the beauty that most never fmd.
I wanted to return all that was given to me, but I
couldn't;
I only possessed a weak smile.
Thoughts of you stayed with me, throughout that
day and all the rest.
Thoughts of you, this woman, who is no less than
majestic.

A Word of Thanks

ACSET would like to thank everyone who
helped with our Christmas Expo. Whether you
donated, worked, or shopped, you should feel proud
to know that you helped make Christmas memorable
for many children. Thanks to you, ASCET raised
over five hundred dollars at the Expo. The money
was used to buy presents for the children in the
Haven. On Christmas Eve, Santa Claus (Tom Rush
ing) personally delivered these presents!

T=u.n AC'

lnC'e"""Ar:tonaL ~r
'94

Detra Dimsdale - Reporter

Music floated through the air. Free drinks
and pastries were given away. A softball game was
held. Aputt-putt course was set up. No, this was not
the county fair; it was International Day '94.

Spartanburg Technical College hosted its In
ternational Day '94 celebration on Wednesday,
March 30, 1994 from 12:00 noon until 2:30 p.m.
Classes were dismissed and a large group ofstudents
showed up for the event. When asked why she was
there, Tameca Curry, a Civil Engineering major
said, "I was interested in what was going on. Teach
ers told me about it, I saw the fliers, and it was on my
calendar! The best part ofthe day was playing in the
softball game."

The student vs. faculty/staff softball brawl
began at 12:45 p.m. The faculty/staff beat the stu
dents six to three. The students were good sports
about it, but Stephanie Linder, an AlS student said,
"I really hoped I would win. Really!"

Also part of International Day was music
provided by the Palmetto Pans, a steel drum band
from the University of South Carolina. They played
from 12:00 to 2:30 with few breaks.

An Aikido demonstration was presented by
the Aikido Academy. Students and faculty/staff
stood in awe as they watched the participants give a
short self-defense lesson.

Other attractions offered to the public were a
fashion show, hot dog sale, button sale, car wash, art
exhibit, various foreign-foods, and a door prize draw
ing.

One winner was Deli Mitchell, an Industrial
Engineering major. When asked what the highlight
of his day was, he smiled broadly and answered, "I
won!" Mitchell received a ten dollar gift certificate
good for purchases made at the Book Inn.



RTTEnTIon III
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STC Celebrates the
Arts Competition

Winners:

Editor's Forum:

Head of business: Some keep it up

- some hang it up.

Sam & Monica

Christene Fowler
Thomas Dismukes
Bill Canny
Andra Garman
Judy Olson
Detra Dimsdale (Honorable Mention)

As the semester draws to a close, we would like to
express our gratitude for the privilege of serving as Editor
and Assistant Edi tor ofthe Tech Informer. The experience
has brought enrichment to our own lives and we hope our
efforts have been helpful to the campus.

Thanks ...

Writing:

Fine Arts:
Speech:
Music:

Would you like to take anine-day trip to the
cradle of culture? One low price will get you
round-trip air fare, seven nights in a European
landmark deluxe hotel, six days of exploring on
your own, and a one-day cruise around the Greek
islands.

CELEBRRTE nEW YERR'S EVE In RTH
EnSI (Greece, not Georgia.)

The trip is scheduled over Christmas holi
days, but we need to start planning now in order to
get the best possible prices. If you are interested,
please contact Judy Sieg at 591-39'10.

Also at the assembly, six women from the commu
nity and one woman from Spartanburg Technical College
were given Women of Achievement awards. Receiving
awards were Peggy Romine, Business; Margie Cates, the
Arts; Tecora Wilburn, Volunteerism; Sue Stokley, Educa
tion; Ann Hicks, Human Services, and Cynthia Barnes,
Communication. Also, Sheryl "Sam" Markham received
the Spartanburg Technical College Student of Achieve
mentAward.

The ceremony concluded with a humorous skit
performed by Judy Sieg and Joy Sieg, who acted out
scenes from "The Search For Intelligent Life in the Uni-"verse.

In March, Spartanburg Technical College hosted
Women's History Month. Dr. Mary D. Thornley, Presi
dent of Trident Technical College, was the featured
speaker at the assembly held March 9, 1994. Dr.
Thornley spoke on "Having an Impact on Others." Six key
points of the speech were: (1) Jump over the Fence, (2) Be
Proactive, (3) Open up your Heart, (4) Set a Quiet Ex
ample, (5) Be open to Change, and (6) Honk More Often!

Spartanburg Technical College does not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, religion, age, national origin/ethnic origin, disability, or sex in its
admissions policies, programs, activities, or employment practices.
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