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rhe Month of Love
Henry David Thoreau

The crucial test of love is to be able
to give without counting the cost.
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Afro-American Association Offers Something For All

It's Never Too Late To Change Your Career

guitarist in the Tech Christmas
program.

When Wendy is not working at
Tech, she works for O.U.R. (Our
Unbeatable Razzle-Dazzle) doing
singing telegrams, promotions,
children's parties, etc ... Wendy
describes with excitement the enjoy
ment and fun she had at Christmas
dressing like an elf and greeting peo
ple at the malls.

Tech has quite a few impressive in
structors. Without them the quality
of education on campus would not be
as high. Our instructors are impor
tant, but so is its staff. Those people
help keep things organized and mov
ing on schedule. Such is the credit to
Wendy Griffin. How nice it is to be
greeted with a kind word and a
cheery disposition late in the evening
when you're facing a late night class.
Words of encouragement seem to be
her specialty. "You can do it," she'll
say. Sometimes those words are just
the little push I need to keep going.
Unless you're a student with a fami
ly and a job, you'll not understand
how important those words can be.

I, along with others, appreciate
Wendy for just being here at Tech. We
all wish her much success in life. Her
enthusiasm for life is contagious!
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by T. Rush
When asked what first attracts

someone to Tech, the response is
often, "the friendliness. and
helpfulness that instructors and staff
portray". This description fits Wen
dy Griffin. Wendy is the Secretary of .
Evening Services. Whether you're a 
day student or night student, chances
are you've encountered her bubbly,
cheerful personality.

Wendy and her l.usband, John
Griffin who is the minister at Fair
view Church of Christ, moved back
to Spartanburg after a stay in
Tennessee. They are both natives of
Spartanburg.

Wendy holds two degrees: an AA in
music from Northeastern Christian
Junior College in Philadelphia, PA.
and a BBA in Businpss Administra
tion from Freed-Ha. deman College
in Henderson, TN. She graduated
magna cum laude and was a member
of Who's Who, Natl<'nal Register of
Outstanding Stude] 's.

Wendy has played .eading roles in
musicals, choreogr phed musicals
and directed child en's musicals.
Along with these ta:ents, Wendy is
an accomplished sin~er, pianist, and
guitarist. She was the soloist and

Meet Wendy Griffin

Tech~~~el'

people-black, white, Hispanic,
Japanese."

She believes that other students
can learn by becoming involved in
the club. Not only does being involv
ed look good on a resume, but it also
helps students develop communica
tion, leadership and organizational
skills.

Wilease believes that it is extreme
ly important for students to get in
volved on campus. Realizing that
other students have other respon
sibilities outside of classes, the club
works around student's schedules.

"It's a shame to just go to school
and that's it," she says. "The more
people you know, the better you
are."

The group is just beginning to
realize their importance on campus.
Wilease would like to see the direc
tion of the club move towards becom
ing more involved with students and
the administration.

"I hope that after I leave Spartan
burg Tech," said Wilease, "the Afro
American Association will be even
more active and growing."

You're never too old to look for a
more personally and financially
rewarding career.

Whether you are a mother whose
youngest has grown up and you are
looking for another challenge, or a
husband that dislikes that job of ten
years, we can help you. Take advan
tage of our free career interest
testing, or talk of our counselor. If in
terested, call the admissions office at
591-3800.

space in a text, there must be a
reason. Why is this picture here
what is it trying to reason. Why is
this picture here-what is it trying to
say? What are the basic points in this
chapter? What's most important?
What's not? Keep your mind focused
on what you're doing. Don't allow
yourself to waste time thinking
about "Oh my, I'm going to fail, I
just know I am. " If you don't unders
tand what you're reading, make sure
you ask somebody to explain it to
you. NOW is the time to be
learning-that is what you're here
for, remember?

Do what you can. You may not be
able to master the whole task com
pletely, but you will make progress.
You could outline the chapter. You
could answer one or two of the pro
blems in the back of the chapter.
Each major project is broken down
into smaller projects that YOU CAN
DO.

Don't put it off. You may not be
able to get the whole thing done to
day, but you could do a little. What
about calling someone else in the
class? What did you get for question
number three? Well, how did you
know to multiply? Progress is
seldom done in giant leaps-that way
is usually very painful. It is much
easier in smaller bits and pieces to
swallow. JUST DO IT.

The Afro-American Association, an
organization requested and organiz
ed by the students, meets the needs
of the students.

Established one and a half years
ago, the Afro-American Assoc. is an
academic, social, cultural and com
munity service-oriented organiza
tion. It began because students felt a
need to provide a support group for
minorities on campus.

Along with hosting and par
ticipating in special events and com
munity service projects, the 32
members have coordinated study
groups, transportation assistance,
and peer tutoring. One of their main
goals is to help minorities stay in
school.

Wilease Payden, founding presi
dent and a second year computer
technology student, first joined the
organization because she enjoys
black history. She is proud of the
culture and the accomplishments
they have made.

According to Wilease, "What I en
joy most is that it's (the club) not for
black people only. It's for all

Do you feel you are working at a
dead-end job? Are you afraid to quit
because you have put so many years
into the job and are afraid of change.
Are you afraid of going back to col
lege because you believe that you
can't teach an old dog new tricks?

We can help you address all of
these issues. Many of our students
have decided to change careers and
found that we can successfully help
them realize a new career goal.

By Rhonda Houaley
Have you ever felt that you

couldn't possible read four chapters,
study for that math test, write that
paper, make dinner and call your
friend, all in one night? The instead
of doing all of the things you know
you should do, you simply turn up
the stereo, and avoid them all? YES.
Welcome. You're in the majority.

Procrastination occurs when you
think you have too much to do or
when you imagine something is go
ing to be too difficult or you are
afraid you might fall.

The "can'ts" (I can't do that ...) is
overwhelming. If you're like most
college students today, you feel in
creasingly overwhelmed. lIt fact,
there is a documented study which
shows that young people 18to 24 suf
fer from stress and pain more so that
any older age group.

The solution to the problem is fair
ly simple. Big projects are made up
of lots of small steps that you can do.
Like the philosopher said, "The
journey of a thousand miles begins
with the first step." Break down the
walls by doing what you can do.
Discipline yourself to stick to the
subject at hand. Keep your priorities
straight. Read the chapter headlines
to see what the chapter is all about.
Focus your attention on the tables
and pictures. If it's worth taking up
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National Engineer Week

Carol Goldbach
National ASCETPresident

Jim Mckinney
ASCETStudent Advisor

by Judy King and Mark Stephens
Spartanburg Technical College's

student chapter of the American
Society of Engineering Technicians
(ASCET) celebrated its 11th birthday
in January. STe's chapter of ASCET
was the first student chapter formed
in South Carolina and is one of the
nation's longest existing student
chapters.

The Spartanburg Tech chapter of
ASCET has every reason to be pro
ud during this special week. At the
24th annual ASCET meeting held in
Jackson, Mississippi, the organiza
tion received three national awards.

In a special ASCET chapter
meeting at Spartanburg Tech's cam
pus, Carol Goldbach, National Presi
dent, presented awards to Jim
McKinney, ASCET student advisor.
Out of approximately 10 national
awards, Spartanburg Tech's chapter
received three.

The first two awards went to Jim
McKinney, head of Civil Engineering
Technology. He was named Student
Chapter Advisor of the Year, and as
a result of his commitment and
dedication to ASCET over the years,
the Board of Directors voted
unanimously to make him an
Honorary Member of the national
ASCET organization.

Tech's ASCET club was named
Student Chapter of the Year over 36
other student chapter across the
country. In addition to these awards,
one of the highlights for the year was
their sponsorship of a new ASCET
organization. This was the first stu
dent chapter sponsorship of a regular
ASCET chapter in the history of the
national organization.

Tech's ASCET chapter was
organized to meet the needs of
students in Engineering Technology
programs. Through ASCET,
members have an opportunity to
become better acquainted with in
structors, to get involved with school
activities and service projects, and to
raise money for student engineering
technician scholarships.

National Engineers Week is
observed February 20-24. This time
in February is chosen in conjunction
with George Washington's birthday.
Although George Washington is best
known for chopping down a cherry
tree, he was by trade a civil engineer.

"Turning Ideas into Reality" is the
theme for this year's observance of
National Engineers Week-a theme
exemplified by Spartanburg Tech's
student chapter of the American
Society of Engineering Technicians.

What Happened To Old Man Winter?

Photos by Mark Stephens

by Mark Stephens
This year it seems that Mother

Nature has decided to throw Old
Man Winter from the 1989calendar.
No matter how crazy it seems, the
warm days, have almost out
numbered the cold days. Last year in

January the ground was snow
covered. This year in January the
grounds are covered in certain areas
with flowers. Where did winter go?

I'm sure that everyone is now
wondering what summer has in
store. Does a warm winter mean that

the summer is going to be cooler or
are all the warm days we are having
during this winter only signal the
beginning of a drought worse than
last year?

There's really no way to tell what
the summer will be like. The weather

forecasters can only predict 90 days
ahead and it's still to early to say
what the summer will be like.

There are still a few weeks left for
Old Man Winter and the question is
what will he do?

-Information from TV 7 WSPA
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Love Is
By Mark Stephens

Love is a touch, tender with care,
a meaningful look, secrets to share.
Love is excitement and joy always
new
Love is faith that dreams can come
true.
Love is happiness with understan
ding and truth,
Love is someone saying "I love you".
Love is like a bird flying in the sky
because
without love a bird could never fly.

In the realm of ditties, there's the
chanting, jeering:

Bobby and Susan sitting in a tree,
K-I-S-S-I-N-G!
There's a rock group KISS, which

makes music ...sometimes.
Four Bits of Advice on Kissing

1. "My Child, if you finally decide
to let a man kiss you, put your whole
heart and soul into it. No man likes
to kiss a rock."

-Lady Chesterfield, 18th century
2. Be plain in dress, and sober in

your diet; in short, my deary, Kiss
me, and be quiet.

-Lady Montagu, 18th century
3. "If you are ever in doubt as to

whether or not you should kiss a
pretty girl, always give her the
benefit of the doubt."

-Thomas Carlyle, 19th century
4. Kiss beneath the garden gate,

Kiss beneath a rose, But the proper
place to kiss a boy is right beneath
the nose.

-Children's autograph books,
20th century

[Excert from "Woman's Day"
February 1989.]

it. A .R. C u

A Little Kissing Music
Dozens of pop songs have "kiss" in

the title from "Kiss" to "Kiss Kiss"
to "Kiss Kiss Kiss." There's "A Kiss
in the Dark,''''We Kiss in a
Shadow, ""Kisses Sweeter Than
Wine," "I saw Mommy Kissing San
ta Claus" and "I Wonder Who's Kiss
ing Her Now."

Soldiers have always liked songs
about kissing. The regimental march
of the Ninth U.S. Cavalry says:

The monkey married the baboon's
sister,

Smacked his lips and then he kiss
ed her.

~

CUPID INC.?::::
ceremony, their marriage will be
unhappy.

In parts of Brazil, friends kiss
three times on meeting, alternating
cheeks. The final kiss if for luck in
marriage.

The custom of kissing under
mistletoe dates to Scandinavian
mythology. It seems the bad god
Loki killed the good god of light,
Baldur, with a mistletoe dart. Kiss
ing' under the mistletoe now shows
that the plant is not longer an instru
ment of death, but a symbol of love.
To refuse to kiss someone under the
mistletoe is bad luck.

Con.tinued from page 1
A Kiss Is Still A Kiss

The dictionary says a kiss is a light
contact with the lips in affection,
greeting or reverence. In English
though, we have more than just kiss
to tell the tale. We have osculation
(fancy), buss, smack and probably a
fewer rarer words. They all sound
silly. College students toss around
expressions like kissy-face and
smacky-lips (related to huggy-bear),
but even they don't take them
seriously.
How Did It Start?

Looking for a theory about the
origins of kissing? Here are several:

Birds and higher animals feed
their young mouth-to-mouth
sometimes with prechewed goodies.
This accounts for primates' instinct
of kiss, which accounts for our
kissing.

Cavemen who craved salt licked
friends' faces. Sooner or later: the
kiss.

In ancient Rome, women were for
bidden to drink wine. According to
one ancient Roman writer, kissing
grew out of Roman men's practice of
tasting their womenfolk's mouths to
see if they'd been cheating. He may
have been kidding. In fact, he pro
bably wrote that (ahem!) tongue in
cheek.
Around the World

If you're like the majority of
American adults, you probably
believe that most people kiss like
Scarlett O'Hara and Rhett Butler in
the famous scene from Gone With the
Wind. Have you got a lot to learn. To
begin with, half the world never
even heard of kissing until the great
period of world exploration, bet
ween the mid 1400sand the 18oos.Up
to that time, "the journals of early
explorers are filled with accounts of
trying to kiss the natives," reports
Professor Vaughn Bryant, an an
thropologist at Texas A&M Univer
sity. "Some natives when kissed
showed no emotion at all. Others fled
in terror. "

Even into the 19th century, the
Chinese thought kissing decadent.
Some felt it had cannibalistic con
notations. Indochinese mothers used
to threaten their children with
kisses. And according to one report,
when a nonkissing African tribe first
witnessed two Europeans locked in
a kiss they laughed and exclaimed:
"Look at them-they eat each other's
saliva and dirt!"
Not-Sa-Old Mauners

An American etiquette book of the
turn of the century ruled that public
kissing, even by engaged couples, "is
a reprehensible custom and should
not be tolerated in good society." In
the 1920s, Emily Post decreed that
when a man meets a woman in a
restaurant, "On no account kiss her."
And "in good society ladies do not
kiss each other when they meet
either at parties or in public." .
For the Superstitious

Kiss your elbow and you'll change
your sex.

If your nose itches, you'll be kiss
ed by a fool.

If a sitting woman and a standing
man kiss each other, they'll quarrel.

If a bride doesn't cry when the
groom first kisses her at the

love


