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The Gray Man's Warning
Mary MacLendon was nine when

she came to Pawley's Island, South
Carolina, to visit her grandmother
and the first thing the boy next door
did was to tell her about the Gray
Man.

"Lots of people around here have
seen him," said Jimmy, "and this is
the time of year he comes."

"Why does he come this time of
year?"

"Because it's the hurricane season.
He appears to warn people if there's
a bad storm coming. Hasn't your
grandmother told you? If you see him
you'd better watch out."

"You mean something will really
happen?"

"It sure will. You might get wash
ed right off this little old island and
your house, too, if you don't do what
he says."

Mary shivered. "Have you ever
seen him?"

"No. They say he comes before all
the bad storms but I've never been
out here before a hurricane. Ask your
grandmother. Sh'e'll tell you about
him. I've got to go now. See you
later." And Jimmy Lattimore's tann
ed legs took off down the beach.

Mary walked along the water's
edge until she came to the high sand
dunes that protected her grand
mother's house from the wind and
waves. After supper while her grand
mother was straightening the kit
chen, Mary said, "Grandmother, do
you think I will see the Gray Man
while I'm here?"

"The Gray Man! Whoever told you
that sto: 7? I'll bet it was that Lat
timer boy. Has he ever seen him?"

"No, but he says lots of people
have. Have you, Grandmother?"

"My goodness, no. And I don't ex
pect to!"

"Well, how did the story about him
get started?"

"Years ago plantation owners had
their summer homes here on the
island. One of the girls was engaged
to a young man who had been abroad
for two years and she got word he
would be home soon. She and her
mother began to cook his favorite
food and decorate the house. On the
ride from his house to hers, the
young man and a friend who was
riding along the beach with him
began to race. He took a short cut
through a swampy place and his
horse fell. When he tried to get to his
feet he found he was only sinking
deeper into the mud. His friend tried
to help him but it was too late.

"The girl was so sad she would
walk for hours up and down the
beach. Then late one afternoon she
saw a man standing looking out over
the water. He was dressed in gray
and when she saw him clearly she
was sure it was her fiance'. She ran
toward him but when she was just a
few feet away, a cloud of mist swirl
ed up from the sea around him and
he disappeared.

"That night she dreamed she was
in a tiny boat with big waves all
around her. She could hear people
screaming and see pieces of houses
floating past. When she told her
parents the next morning they decid
ed to take her to a doctor in
Charleston that very afternoon.

"A little while after they left the
island a terrible hurricane hurled
itself upon the coast. Houses were
swept out to sea before anyone could
escape and many people living along
the water died in the storm. By now
the girl and her parents knew that
seeing the Gray Man and her dream
that night had saved their lives. And

that's how the story of the Gray Man
started."

Mary stayed with her grandmother
all summer. Day after day she
jumped the waves liking the way it
felt as the water sucked at the sand
beneath her toes. She dug into the
wet sand catching sand fleas and she
collected shells.

A few days before she was to leave
she went out on the raised walkway
after supper. A man was walking
along the beach. He was dressed in
gray from head to toe. Mary started
down the dune toward him and as
she did he looked up at her. There
was something about him that sent
a chill down Mary's back but she
made up her mind to see who he was.
He walked along swinging his arms
and she didn't know whether he had
seen her. Perhaps she could catch up
with him if she cut across one of the
dunes.

When she reached the top, there he
stood over near the water. But even
as she started at him he began to
grow dim. Mary forgot to be afraid
and began to race down the sand
toward the water. It was too late for
by now he was only a grayish blur
and in a moment he was gone. She
'was alone on the beach.

Mary was sure she had seen the
Gray Man. And if the Gray Man ap
peared then a hurricane was on the
way. She ran back to the house
wonderin!! whether her grandmother
would believe her or not. While she

was telling her about the gray figure
on the beach Jimmy Lattimore's
father came to their door.

"Mrs. MacLendon, we've just got
ten word there's a bad storm off the
coast headed this way. Can we take
you and Mary into Georgetown to
your house there?"

"You certainly can. We'll be pack
ed in a few minutes. " said her grand
mother, and they were soon on their
way. That night the wind and the
rain battered at their house in
Georgetown and the rain was not
over until early the next morning.

When Mary and her grandmother
reached their house on the island,
they were very surprised. The doll's
suitcase Mary had forgotten and left
half open on the steps was still there.
It hadn't been washed or blown
away. There was no water or sand in
side the house. And everything Mary
had hung on the line across the porch
the afternoon before was still there.

Mary's grandmother looked at her
and shook her head. She just couldn't
believe everything was all right.

"You really must have seen the
Gray Man, child. I've always heard
that when he appears to someone, the
storm never touches their home."
Then Grandmother MacLendon had
to sit down in the rocker and just
rock and look out of the window for
a while.

°Excerpt from Ghosts and Specters
of the Old South by Nancy Roberts.
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Ms. Tech's Reign Nearing End
Nt.'W Prize For Poets;
Students Urged To
Enter Contest

A trip to Hawaii for two is the new
Grand Prize in the American Poetry
Association's latest poetry contest.
There is also a $1,000First Prize. In all,
152 poets will win $11,000worth of
prizes. Contest entry is free.

"Students have heen winners in all
our contests," said Robert Nelson, the
publisher for the Association. "So I
urge students to enter now. Later they
may be too busy with exams."

Poets may send up to five poems, no
more than 20lines each, with name and
address on each page to American
Poetry Association, Dept. CN-74,250A
Potrero Street, P.O. Box 1803,Santa
Cruz, CA 95061.

Poems are judged on originality and
sincerity. Every poem is also con
sidered for publication.

In the last six years the American
Poetry Association has sponsored 27
contests and awarded $101,000to 2,700
wining poets.

Poems postmarked by December 31
are eligible to win. Prizes will be
awarded by February 28, 1989.

EDITOR'S
CORNER

As Editor and Assistant Editor, we
have taken on the task of publishing an
informative, well·rounded college
newspaper. True. our paper is not very
big, but a lot of information can be pro
vided within those pages.

Gathering information for the "Tech
Informer" is a time consuming process.
Welook for current material that will
be of interest, to all students. Letting
you know what's going on here on cam
pus is our goal. Wetake pride in the in
formation that is published. With each
publication we learn a little more
about the process and responsibilities
that accompany a college newspaper.

Wewelcome suggestions, ideas, and
articles for the paper. Anyone in
terested in helping with the paper is en
couraged to join the staff.

Our best to each of you over the up
coming year. Enjoy the year more by
getting involved with student ac
tivities and watch for upcoming events
in the school calendar and in the
newspaper.

Tresia and Judy

Women Are
"Breaking Traditions"
At Spartanburg Tech

The Women's Programs offer a sup·
port service for female students enroll·
ed in the Industrial and Engineering
Technology programs at STC called
"Breaking Traditions." Throughout
the year the program will provide mono
thly workshops or support meetings as
well as additional services.

On October 6, 1988,a drop-in, "Get·
Acquainted" activity was held for the
participants and over 25 students
attended.

"Breaking Traditions" will host a
"Stress Reduction" workshop on
Thursday, October 27, 1988,from 11:00
a.m.-ll:50 a.m. in the T.V. Room
East Building. Pam Hagan, Health
Sciences Technology Counselor and
Student Activities Director, will be the
workshop presenter. All women enroll·
ed in the Engineering and Industrial
Technology programs are invited to at·
tend. Plan to bring your lunch; drinks
will be provided.

If you need additional information
about the program or if you are not cur
rently on the program mailing list, con·
tact Linda Wallace, 591·3926.

Library Notes
The lihrary staff would like to

welcome you to the Spartanburg
Technical College"Library. The library
is open from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday
through Thursday and from 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. on Friday. You will need to pre·
sent your current 10 when checking out
books and materials.

The library subscribes to approx·
imately 345 magazines and journals.
The following newspapers are also
available for you, many on the same
day delivery basis: The Spartanburg
Herald·Journal, the Charlotte
Observer, the Gaffney Ledger, the
Greenville News, the Union Daily
Times, the Woodruff News, The State,
the New York Times, the Wall Street
Journal, USA Today. New hooks are
displayed for your examination on a
table in the center of the library behind
the circulation desk.

The resources of the library are
available to enhance and support the
academic goals of the college and to
meet the special interest and recrea·
tional reading needs of the college com·
munity as well. Come see us in the
library.

I think every young girl has two
dreams-that of meeting Prince Char·
ming and of becoming a princess. I'm
very lucky. I met and married my
Prince Charming, but Spartanburg
Tech gave me the opportunity to
become a queen instead of a princess.

Last November 12 was a red·letter
day in my life and one that I will never
forget. How is it possible to convey to
you the deeply stirred emotions that I
felt as I was crowned Ms. Spartanburg
Tech 1987·88?

Certainly no one could have been
more surprised than I was when my
name was called. As Tresia Rush, Ms.
Tech 1986·87,placed the crown upon my
head, I kept thinking that there had to
be some mistake. WhenI took my walk
down the runway wearing that crown,
I had a glorious feeling of satisfaction
that comes from reaching an important
milestone.

During my reign I've had many op·
portunities to acquire new training and
knowledge. I've had great oppor·
tunities and great challenges. The lazy
of mind and body may tell you there
are no more opportunities or that suc·
cess is a matter of luck or pull, but I'm

proof that nothing is out of reach if you
have the courage to TRY. You can
never succeed without first trying.

I love to watch the expression on peo.
pie's faces when they learn that a 36
year old is Ms. Tech. However, I'm
always quick to point out that there's
more to winning than outer beauty. Vi·
sion, faith, integrity, the ability to
make wise choices, the desire to
grow-these are some of the attributes
needed for those who will compete for
the cro'Wnthis November.

I have fulfilled many goals, but I
have learned that no goal is final. It is
only preparation for something that I
have not yet achieved.

My sincere thanks for the honor of
representing Spartanburg Tech this
past year. I go with happy memories of
warm·hearted people and cherished
friends.

It's the dawning of a new reign and
I shall devote my ability and ex·
perience to the new Ms. Spartanburg
Tech. I hope she will find the same joy
and sense of achievement in wearing
the crown that I have found.

Judy King
Ms. Tech

. Editor

.Assistant Editor
. Advisor

The Tech Informer
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Tresia Rush .
Judy King .
Pam Hagan .
Publications Board:

Albert Van Alphen Jim McKinney
Cheryl Foster Sheila Garrett

The views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the
views of the administration of Spartanburg Technical College.

Ideas and suggestions are always accepted and welcomed. We will
make every effort to follow up on submission, however, we reserve the
right to edit or reject material when a conflict of space arises.

We are always looking for reporters or photographers. If you are in·
terested, or you wish to contact any member of the staff, please con·
tact Judy King in the publications office Monday through Thursday
between 11:00 am and 1:00 pm.

1988-89 Ms. Spartanburg Tech Pageant
Thursday, November 10, 1988

7:00 p.m.-9:00p.m
LRC Auditorium

Contestants will be judged on interview,
casual attire, and evening gown.

To enter the pageant:

*complete an application before Oct. 28
Forms are available in the Admissions
Office and should be submitted to Pam
Hagan.

*attend a mandatory meeting on Tuesday,
November 1 at 3:00 p.m. in the LRC
Auditorium.
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Kellam Naned Evening Faculty Member of The Year Evening Spotlight on Dennis Watt

Witty. Intellectual. Interesting. Good
personality. Fun. Are we describing
some TV personality or maybe the
latest movie superstar? No. These were
just a few of the words students used
to describe Mr. Rufus Kellam, first
recipient of the Evening Faculty of the
Year Award. Other comments by
students included, "He makes coming
to class something to look forward to",
"Mr. Kellam is very knowledgeable
about the subjects he teaches", and "I
really enjoy his classes."

Mr. Kellam, who received his MBA
from the University of South Carolina,
is one of our dedicated night instruc
tors. He works full-time for Duke
Power as a Chief Area Dispatcher then
hurries out to Spartanburg Tech four
nights a week to teach classes. He has

been a night instructor at the college
for 9 years and was nominated by a
night student for the award. As an an
nual Spring event, both day and even
ing students are encouraged to
nominate their outstandinl( teacher.

What about hobbies or activities that
take up all that extra time? (Ha!) His
days start at 4:15a.m. He's at the YM
CAby 5:00a.m. where he lifts weights
with friends, then off for a breakfast
of bagels and to work. Another busy
day has begun

Mr. Kellam and his wife, Kathy, also
enjoy Gamecock football. Their
daughter is a sophomore at the Univer
sity of South Carolina at Columbia.

Congratulations! We're very lucky to
have you, Mr. Kellam.

Anyone can be an instructor, but it
takes someone special to be an accoun
ting teacher. Mr. Horace Dennis Watt
has been teaching Basic Accounting to
Spartanburg Tech students since 1965.
Through the years he has also taught
Office Machine and Automated Ac
counting. His enthusiasm for accoun
ting has been passed on to each of his
students. His expertise in accounting is
forwarded by word of mouth, so much,
that students purposely sign up for his
accounting classes.

Over the past 23years, Mr. Watt has
seen a lot of changes here at STC. In
1965the Business Division was held in
three rooms. The campus was very
small, and oh yes, there were no com-

puters. Mr. Watt was involved in the
beginning of the computer age-at
Spartanburg Tech. He has Seen this
campus grow in both size and
academics.

Whenasked why he has taught at this
particular college so long, Mr. Watt
replied, "the people..•He expressed his
satisfaction in knowing that in some
way he has helped better people's lives
by teachinl(.

We at Spartanburg Tech appreciate
Mr. Watt's dedication. Accounting is
not such a scary word thanks to him.

Mr. Watt and his wife, Marie, cur
rently live in Taylors. They are the
parents of three children.

CSI Holds Installation Luncheon Horticulture Club Moves Up in the World
The Collegiate Secretaries Intema

tional Club held their installation lun
cheon on Tuesday, October 11, at the
Westem Sizzling Steak House on the
Asheville Highway.

Brenda Tharpe, club advisor,
welcomed everyone to the luncheon.
She introduced the following guests to
the club members: Susan Graham,
Business Division Dean; Shirley Tillot
son, Office Systems Technology
Department Head; Barbara Cobb, In
structor; Ann Fowler, Instructor. Other
guests included: Trudy Shaw and
Marlene Lankford, CSI sponsors from
the Spartanburg Chapter of PSI and
Karen Burgess, President of the Spar
tanburg Chapter of the Professional
Secretaries Intemational Club.

Help Wanted
STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES

needs tutors in the following areas:
WordProcessing, English, Algebra, Ac
counting, Engineering, and Computer
Programs. Salary is $4.25/hour. Please
contact Jacqueline Drummond at
591-3780or 591-3781as soon as possible.

Karen Burgess gave a very in
teresting talk on "Proud to be a
Secretary." She emphasized the word
PROFESSIONAL which is used with
the word secretary.

Ms. Burgess then installed the new
1988-89CSI officers.

President-Tammie Steadman
Vice-President-Annette Alewine
Secretary-Cynde Hall
Treasurer-Lisa Jones
Ms. Burgess then gave a challenge lv

the club members. She encouraged
them to support the officers and their
club.

Willie Lake, club advisor, read the
names of the new members of CSI. The
club has 28 new members for the new
year.

'IEX11IOOK BUYBA<X

1\.trn your used bOOkS Into
cash. The \iho1esaler will
be in the BookIrm to buv
student t:elttbooks on the
follow:lni l!J<lIIIl days,
IDV. 16th 9,00 - 3:00

& 17th 6,00 - 8,00
IDV. 18th 9:00 - 3:00

-----
The Horticulture Department got

some assistance from the Title III
Grant to build the new greenhouse
complex long needed by the hor
ticulture students at STC.

The new greenhouse complex being
built is located across from the or
namental grounds behind the West
building. One greenhouse will feature
three sections separated by dividers
with doors so that each section can be
individually controlled with water,
temperature, and ventilation.

The Horticulture students have been
taking time out of their classes to work
on the greenhouse area. Gilbert'
Nursery in Chesnee, South Carolina
allowed two of its employees, Jerry
Home and Sam Thompson, to help in
stall the high tech greenhouse.

With all the activities going on
within the club such as annual picnics,
field trips, and many conventions, the
Hort Club has come up with creative
ways to fund these yearly events. The
club is having a drawing for a pair of
cowboy boots at the Halloween Hap
pening on the 31st. If you are interested
in getting ia winning ticket for this
drawing, Seeany Horticulture student
or Department Head, Mr. Painter. We
also are going to have a table set up at

Halloween Happening. There we will
have a painted pumpkin sale,
houseplant sale, bake sale, and face
painting.

The money that the Horticulture
Club raises in October will be used in
Columbia at the South
Carolina/Georgia Horticulture Con
vention. The club pays for hotel fees,
gas for vehicles, and registration fees
for all the students attending the con
vention. At the convention the students
attend the large Trade Show and
seminars given by well known
horticulturalists.

After the convention, the Hor
ticulture Club will set their sights on
Christmas and the annual gift shop set
up in A-3.The club takes pride in this
shop and always works hard to come
up with great ideas for each years' gift
shop. If you are eager to know what we
will have at the Christmas show, then
you have only a couple of months to
come see. It promises to be better than
ever this year. Welook forward to see
ing you then. Meanwhile, moving up in
the world is certainly hard work for all
the Horticulture students!

Valerie Bishop
Horticulture Club. Reporter
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EXTRA! EXTRA!distilled spirits consumed in this state-'
in any given year.

Males experience more problems
with alcohol than females.

According to police officers' The next issue of the
judgments, about 41percent of all the Tech Informer will befatal traffic accidents in South
Carolina are due to alcohol or other a special two month
drug use. Coroners' data suggest that issue. Look for it in
the extent of alcohol and other drug in- December.
volvement in traffic deaths may actual- " •••••• IIIIl•••••• IIIIl•••••• IIIIl•••••• IIIIl•••••• ~ly be as high as 77 percent. •

Tug-of-War Enter with your department to Win!

Pumpkin-Carving Contest Best Pumpkin-Carver wins $$$$

LO'lS O~ GOODIES ~OR BALE

Tecb lDfol'lDer

HALLOWEEN HAPPENING
Rlla}J of 'Irlok& and 'Ireatllill

MONDAY; OCTOBER 31, 1988
12:00 noon - 4:00 p.m.

!Musk. a£[aftenwon witli tTedi's Stutfe.nt 'DJIIIII

'Don't Miss Out On II tJr:eattTtmell ':BeIJ1iereII

HAPPY HAlt()t.J£~N\,
CclI2 guess howmany candies are in/ our • •
Halloween jar. Enter· as often)as you
like, .just drop your guess' into our
Halloween coffin, if you dare. The
correct guess or closest to it wins
the jar of candy and a $10 gift
certificate iran The Book Inn.
Winner to be announced M:nday,
October 31 at 12 tlO<Xl.

~. Happy spook:ina-£ran The ~ Inn IJ'0\ ~~, p

1:30-2:30

2:30-3:30

Did You Know?
Alcohol is the number one drug of

abuse in South Carolina?
About 6 percent of South Carolina

adults are "heavy" drinkers and about
12 percent are "binge" drinkers.

The heavy drinkers in South
Carolina consume a tremendous
amount of alcohol. A mere 4 percent to
5 percent of South Carolina adults con
sume half of all the beer, wine and

tacoS J)aked potatoeS SandwicheS cokeS J)ake SaleScandied
appleS caramel appleS pOpCOrn J)aHSplant Sale painted
pumpkinS Wree Poi5oned PUnch and [hicken ()rummet teS

12.00-12:30 Studl nt Costume Contest LRCAuditorium Win Cash Prizes

FACULTY, STAFF, AND STUDENTS BRING YOUR CHILDREN

12:30-1.00 faculty Costume Contest LRCAuditorium Win Cash Prizes
Announcement of Winners of CSl's Great Pumpkin Drawing

1.00-4.00 Take a tour through Practical Nursing's HAUNTE[) HOU8EIIIII
Get the life scared out of you

Admission: $I.oO-adult, $.50-children

1.00-4.00 Three-legged Races, Dart Throw, face Painting

Single
Parent/Homemaker
Program Activities

The Rezoomer Club meets each
month to offer group support and ac
tivities to those enrolled in the Single
Parent/Homemaker Program. Regular
meetings for fall quarter are from 12-1
p.m. every 2nd Tuesday of the month.
The November meeting will be on the
10th because of Election Day.

The club members help one another
through information sharing and en
couragement. Program activities are
geared to help single parents with the
resources to handle the stress and
many responsibilities they carry.

Any single parent who would like to
attend and is not in the program should
contact Molly Wilkes at 591-3813.Club
officers will be elected at the
November meeting.

Fallfest Pork-Out
The first student activity of the

1988-89school year was held Thursday,
September 22 from 6:30 p.m. to 11:00
p.m. The Fallfest Cook-Out welcomed
new and returning students to Spartan
burg Tech and was planned to ac
como date both day and evening
students.

The festival was located on the patio
outside the East Building next to the
cafeteria. Included was live music com
pliments of David Parker, who enter
tained with a variety of top forty selec
tions. Free chopped B-B-Q, cole slaw,
potato chips, soft drinks, and tea were
served for everyone to enjoy.
"Porkfest" tee shirts, designed by
Mark &hlagenhauf, were also sold for
$6.50each, with the proceeds going to
build a bus shelter for those students
using bus transit.

All day and night students were in
vited to attend and were welcome to
bring one guest each. The Fallfest pro
vided an opportunity to support school
activities and to meet fellow students
while enjoying good food and live
music.

Monsters
In Fabulous Beasts and Demons by

Heinz Mode, the following creatures
are listed:

A Bishop-Fish, which, with an atten
dant scaly Water-Monk, was a guest at
the court of the King of Poland in 1546,
until he indicated by signs that he
wanted to return to the sea.

&iapods, who have just one vast
foot, which they used to shade
themselves from the heat of the sun.

The Psezpolnica, a Wendish (Slavic
German) horse-footed witch who
beheads any passerby who cannot talk
for one hour about flax.

The Burmese Water-Elephant, as
small as a mouse but of enormous
strength, which feeds on the brains of
normal-sized elephants.

The Icelandic Skoffin, a cross bet
ween a tomcat and a vixen, whose gaze
is fatal.

Cherufels, a gigantic Andean
creature that eats girls and lives in
volcanoes.

p,e .•
Excerpt From
Imponderables
The Most-Traveled Corpse

The most-traveled corpse in the
world is that of Eva Peron, vivacious
cult figure and former dictatress of
Argentina. When she died of cancer on
July 26, 1952,her body was elaborate
ly embalmed and laid in state. Three
years later, a military coup overthrew
her husband and her body was
mysteriously smuggled out of the coun
try and buried in a suburb of Milan,
Italy.

Then, in 1971,Eva was dug up and
sent to be with her husband in Madrid,
where she stayed for three years. Senor
Peron returned to power and died in of
fice on July 1, 1976,and on the orders
of his second wife, Eva's remains were
finally flown home on a chartered
airline to be buried beside him in the
family crypt.

An ironic twist to the story is that the
body of President Pedro Aramburu,
the man responsible for having Eva's
remains sent out of the country, was
stolen, only to be returned when Eva's
corpse was back on Argentina soil.


