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Tresia Rush Named

Ms. Spartanburg Tech 1987

In Resource Center
·PageantHeldNov.13

Tresia Rush, Ms. Spartanburg Technical College 1987 (center), Courtney McLean, lirst runner·up (left),and Dina
Birch, second runner·up (righI).

finalists, so already they were all
winners. The pageant has given
the opportunity for the girls to
take a break from their everyday
routine to meet and make new
friends. Even though each girl
knows they are competing
against each other, that has not
stopped the fun or friendship that
each conteslant experienced.
Each conleslant was judged on
beauty, poise, personality, casual
dress and evening gown.
Allhough Ihere was only one win
ner, each contestant in her own
right is a winner.

testants how to stand, walk, turn
and even smile on stage. "When
you are on stage, you are seen
from the top of your head to the
tips of your toes," Rita said, and
she is right. Peter Eanes, owner
of Dance Ltd., worked hard night
afler night teaching lhe girls an
opening dance rouline. Withoul
lhe dedication and underslanding
of these men and women lhe
pageant would not have been a
success.

Out of 36 applicants, only lhe
top 16 where chosen to he

NotAllFundAnd Glamour
By Lynda Low.
Coalatant 1; 10

It's hard to believe all the time
and hard work involved in the
Ms. Tech Pageant. Many people
donated their time and talent to
make the pageant a success.
Lynn Stephens has been at
rehearsal every night helping 10

organize and perfect each girl's
pcrformance for the "BIG
NIGHT." Rila Allison, owner of
Total Image ModehngSludio. has
been al every Monday night
meeting. teaching the con-

The top five finalists selected
were Missy Hyatt, Tiffany Ed
wards, Tresia Rush, Dina Birch
and Courtney McLean. From the
top five, the second runner-up
was Dina Birch, 19 years old, of
Roebuck, a student in Radiologic
Technology. The first runner-up
was Courtney McClean, 19 years
old, of Moore, a student in Prac
tical Nursing. The winner was
Tresia Rush of Inman, a ·student
in Respiratory Therapy. She is 30
years of age and the mother of
two children. Tonya Bishop, Ms.
Spartanburg Tech '86, crowned
Ms. Rush as Ms. Spartanburg
Tech "01.

The contestants were judged
according to three categories:

Interview - 50%
Casual attire 25%
Evening gown 25%
Acting as judges were Mr. Leon

Cook, Mrs. Beverly Cook, and
Mrs. Valerie Barnette. Mrs. Jim
McKinney, Department Head of
Civil Engineering Technology at
Spartanburg Tech, served as
audilor.

Entertainment for the pageant
was provided by ,James West,
male vocalist, and Cindy Arthur,
former conteslanl 111 the Miss
South Carolina Pageant.

sonality in Ihe area of coaching
and grooming 'pageant con
t.,gtants of all ages, and the
choreographer was dance profes
sional Peter Eanes. The popular
musical group "City Lights"
featuring soloist James West,
provided the entertainment.

The Ms. Spartanburg
Technical College pageant is in
it's seventh year now and has
been very successful. Judges for
this year's competition were
Valerie Manatis Barneete,
former Miss Spartanburg, along
with Leon and Beverly Cook, who
are actively involved in pageant
production.

By G.rI Conn
The music, the excilement, and

the crowd resembled the opening
of a Broadway show. "Ole Broad
way" and "Lullabye of Broad·
way" played in the background,
setting the scene of the pageant
theme, 'Salute to Broadway.' The
excitement and the crowd filled
the auditorium in the Tracy J.
Gaines Learning Resource
Center.

The opening number featured
all 15 contestnats dressed in
black 'tails and tights' dance
costumes, dancing to
"Hernando's Hideway."

Next on the program was the
'casual dress' presentation. Each
contestant was introduced as she
modeled the attire she had per
sonally chosen. Among these
were dresses, suits, slacks with
oversized blouses and slacks with
sweaters.

Ooh's and aah's were plentiful
during the 'formal attire' presen
lation. Again, each contestant
was inlroduced as she modeled
her formal attire. The long for
mals were of many differenl col
ors and stylcs. For instance,
there was the 'soulhern belle'
slyle gown wilh hoop, white gown
with ruffles [lnd sequins, black
satin, creHln lanll', and pale gold

By Jim McKInney
Tresia Rush, a Repiratory

Therapy student from Inman,
was named Ms. Spartanburg
Technical College 1987 at the
pageant held on November 13,
1986at the Tracy J. Gaines LFC
auditorium. She was one of 15
contestants that participated in
the pageant which had a theme of
"Salute to Broadway." First
runner-up was Courtney McLean,
a student in the Practical Nurs
ing Program, and the second
runner-up was Dina Birch, a
Radiologic Technology student.

The pageant was emceed by
Rita Allison, well·known per.
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I want to thank Joey, Pat,
Shelia and Sam for their coopera
lion in writing this article. All of
them will be with us next quarter.
So, if you should see them in the
hall. talk with them and get to
know them as I have. Also, look
for Shelia in the Miss Spartan
burg Tech Pageant.

Governor's School for the arts at
Furman University. There he
painted a portrait of Governor
Dick Riley.

My hat goes off to each of these
people. It takes real stamina to
conquer the obstacles they have
each day in classes designed for
the hearing.

Front row, left to right: Joey Johnson, Pat 58xton, and Sheila Werts.
Back row, left to right: Melba Bishop, Sam Patrick_ (PhoiO by Kim Hall,
stall photographer)

Spotli~ht On ...

Shelia Garrett
Although there is no English

curriculum here at Tech, prac
tically every student will take at
least one English class during
their studies. One person you
may have as an instructor is
Sheila Garrett. As well as her
teachinig duties, Mrs. Garrett
serves as head of the English
Department. She is also the
former chairperson of the Spar
tanburg Tech Faculty Congress.

After earning her Bachelors
Degree from Winthrop College in
1970,she taught in public schools
for two years. Upon deciding she
wanted to continue her education,
Mrs. Garrett entered the Univer
sity of South Carolina where she
received her Masters Degree.

She began her teaching career
again in public schools. In 1972,
Mrs. Garrell came to Tech. When
asked why she left high school
and middle school teaching, she
replied, "I wanted to teach in a
higher learning institution." We
are glad she made that decision.

If you should decide to transfer
to a four-year college and they
t.ell you your English course wiII
transfer, you can thank Mrs. Gar
rell. She works closely with the
head of the English department
at uses, structuring our English
courses so they will transfer.

Mrs. Garrell and her husband
just celebrated their 16th wed
ding anniversary. They have a
son, Logan, who is 2','2years old.

Exceptional Students
By S.ephen Phillips

You see stories on television
about people overcoming a han
dicap to accomplish their
dreams. Here at Tech we have a
group of students with this same
perseverance. These students
have a hearing disability and
need a sign language interpreter.
I have come to know these people
and have developed a great ad
miration for them.

The idea for this story came to
me after meeting Joey Johnson in
my accounting class and finding
him an interesting person. I ask
ed him several questions and
found that he was not the only
deaf student here at Tech. With
Joey's help and through their in
terpreter, Melba Bishop, I talked
with Pat Sexton, Shelia Werts
and Sam Patrick.

These students hi.ve one major
thing in common; they all have
had their disibility since birth.
Joey, Pat and Sam are all in the
Computer Program, while Shelia
is in the Developmental Educa
tion Program. In their spare time
each of these students enjoy dif
ferent hobbies. Pat loves to read,
work puzzles and sew. Shelia
loves to read, write poems and
write letters. Sam is a real com
puter buff. Then there's Joey who
has won recognition for his hol>
by. He was the winner in the na
tional art contest for "The World
Around You" magazine. He has
also been to the South Carolina

.. Editor
.... Ass't. Editor

Epidemiology report that
children of smoking parents show
decreased lung function com
pared to children of nonsmoking
parents. Pregnant women who
smoke are at greater risk for low
birth-weight infants, fetal pro
blems, infant deformil ies and
miscarriages.

Carbon monoxide found in
cigarettes keeps the blood from
carrying the oxygen the body
needs, thus the heart must work
harder. Nicotine raises the blood
pressure and heart rate and
speeds up the blockage process of
the blood vessels of the heart. Tar
and chemicals build up in the
lungs increasing the risk of
cancer and other chronic
respiratory illnesses.

Even with all these FACTS
about cigarette smoke, many
continue the habit and in doing so
force nonsmokers to join in the
high risk of heart and lung
disease. Something can be done,
however. Look soon for the peti
tion being circulated to designate
only certain areas of the school
for smoking. Let's make our
buildings smoke free!

Respiratory Therapy Class

Debbie Odom
Bill Penn.

Reporters:
Stephen Phillips,
Geri Conn, Lynde Lowe

Photographers:
Don Thrift, Kim Hall

Advisor:

Lynn Stephens
The views expressed in this publication do not

necessarily reflect the views of the administration of
Spartanburg Technical College_

Ideas and suggestions are always accepted and
welcomed. We will make every effort to follow up on
submissions, however, we reserve the right to edit or

reject any material when a conflict of space arises.
We are always looking Jor reporters and

photographers. If you are interested, or you wish to
contact any member of the staff, please contact Mike
George in the paper office Monday through Friday bet
ween 1:00·1:30.

The Tech Informer·
Staff Box

Smoke

"Cough," "Sneeze," "Gag!"
"Marcia, I think our classroom

is just down the hall, but I can't
see because my eyes are wat.er
ing so badly."

"Yeah, Melanie, if we can only
make it past the cant.een without
getting lung disease!"

Does it really make sense to at
tend a publically funded school
and be subjected to health
hazards? There have been
enough studies conducted to
document the detrimental effects
of second-hand smoke. Why does
Spartanburg Tech continue to
allow students to smoke in
hallways where nonsmokers are
attempting to breath nonpolluted
air? Isn't it time that the majori
ty (nonsmokers) speak up and
exercise their rights?

Second-hand smoke that drifts
off the end of a burning cigarette
forces nonsmokers to engage in
the "smoking" habit and in
crease their risk of disease and il
lness . A study performed in 1981
at St. Louis University School of
Medicine showed that
nonsmokers with asthma were at
risk of having an attack when ex
posed to second-hand smoke. The
American Journal of

Gets

InM.r
Eyes
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Horticulture Club News

Editor's Corner

HORTICULTURE CLUB has
beautiful poinsellias on sale in
classroom A-I. These lovely
planls will add a festive look to
any decor.

"'ARD SECRETARIESwill be seil
ing Christmas message boxes.
For ~ or ~ you can buy a box
to brighten someone's Christmas.
They will be on sale in Wing II
between room 6 and 7. They will
be on sale through December 19

FOR SALEby the ASCET CLUB
are caps and license plates with
the Spartanburg Tech logo.

Blue caps & visors - $5
White caps - $4
License plates - $3.
These make great Christmas

gifls for fellow classmates.

DPMA (Data Processing
Management Association) is sell
ing WORLDS FAMOUS CAND
for a dollar a bar. The wrapper
has a coupon good for a free
Whopper Jr from Burger King.
These candy bars make excellent
stocking stuffers. You can buy
them from any of the computer
tech studenls.

son who uses them.
• Push a person in a wheelchair

only after asking the person if
you may do so.

• Remember to see the person
with a handicap as a person.

• Know that a person with a
handicap probably has many in
teresls the same a you.

• Appreciate what the person
can do. Problems often arise
more from other people's altitude
rather than from the handicap
ilself.

• Try to put yourself in the per
son's place. Remember that we
all have limitations of different
kinds.

growers organization, In recogni
tion of his fine academic
achievemenls. Gene has con
sistently made the Dean's List
since he entered the program.

We wish to congratulate Gene
on his award and his contribution
to the bedding plant industry.

• Say hi!
• Smile.
• Be yourself.
• Show friendly interest.
• Ask to help if seems needed

but don't overdo it.
• Be considerate and patienl. It

may take a handicapped person a
liltle longer to get things said or
done.

• Speak slowly, clearly and
directly to a person with a hear
ing problem.

• Give whole, unhurried atten
tion to a person with a speech pro
blem.

• Don't move a wheelchair or
crutches out of reach of the per-

What To Do When Yon Meet

Lincoln Receives Scholarship

STCwill sponsor a needy sLudent
and his or her family for
Christmas. If you know anyone
that may qualify, contact Lynn
Stephens. Her office is in the East'
Building student activities area ..
If you have any donations of
nonperishable food items, please
take them by Lynn Stephens' of
rice or give them to any of your
instructors.

A Handicapped Classmate

Around Campus
The annual CIIRISTMAS PRO
GRAMwill be Fridav. December
19, from 12:00 to'I:00 in the
Gaines building LCR auditorium.
Refreshments will follow Admis
sion is one non-perishable food
item to be given to needy
sLudents. Plan Loallend. It pro
mises to be a lot of fun

DOOR DECORATING CONTEST
going on now. There is a $25prize
for the most festive door. Help
your instructors decorate their
door.

Several CHRISTIANstudenls are
gathering to have an informal
lunch and Bible study Tuesday at
12:00 in E-16. If you would like to
participate, bring your lunch
along with you. Ron Bronte
(Horticulture)

Horticulture Dept. Head Jimmy Painter, lell, congratulating Gene Lin·
coIn. right.

Gene Lincoln, a second year
student in the Horticulture
Technology program at Tech,
recently received a $500 Voca
tional Horticulture SCholarship.
The scholarship was presented
by Bedding Plants, Inc., a

Club
ASCET

News

Center.
Our congratulations 10Barbara

West of Spartanburg who won the
microwave oven in our recent
fund raising efforl. Thanks also
to all of you who purchased
tickels.

A quick reminder that the club
will be selling poinsettias again
this year in December and can be
purchased in the A-I classroom
or from one of the Horticulture
studenls.

By Jim Mcl\inne)
The ASCET Club is Lhe Spar

tanburg Technical College stu
dent chapter of Lhe American
Society of Certlried Engineering
Technicians. This club is open to
all students enrolled 10 the
Engineering Technology di,ision
day programs. The club has
membership extending from
September through August and
there are 32 members Lhisyear.

Officers are:
Ellis White, president
Gary Amburger, vice president
Debbie Clark, secretary
Mr. Jim McKinney, faculty ad

visor
The club's biggest project cur

rently is the sale of caps, visors
and license paltes with the new
Spartanburg Tech logo on them.
These are available in the
Engineering Technology division
and will be on sale from time to
time around campus. Proceeds
from the money-making projecLs
go towards scholarship' for
deserving studenls.

Programs are held featuring
subjects that Willenable studenLs
Lobe better prepared 10enter the
Engineering Technology lield.

Here at the school, Rob Key is
in charge of the work to revamp
and enlarge the ornamental
gardens on the west side of the
campus. The Landscape Con
struction class recently installed
a deck and patio area on the north
end of the gardens.

Ron Bronte and Sam B. Jones
recently gave a lecture and
demonstration on building ter
rariums at the Psychiatric Unit
of Spartanburg Regional Medical

After lunch, the tour continued
as the group was escorted
through Lheprinted section of the
plant which occupies two [Joors.
The group observed a color pro
cessing printer, collating
machines, rows of copper rolls,
and sophislicated compuLerized
counters. When the tour was com
pleted, samples of pnnted
material were available for each
guesl.

and data processing. She then
took the group to a large room
called the "classroom" where
luncheon was served,

"""ork. They have. lot of good Ideas

thai we are .11 .nlliom to get started
0••

The publlc.tioM oUice, located In
the East Bu.Uding students actl"hies
area, will Mve new office hours. The)
lite Monday lhrough Friday. 12:00 un·
HI 2:00. if )Oll have anything ~ou
"""ould like 10 go In the paper, please
come by.

Again, 1 am very honored and hope
10 m.lie lhis paper OM STC will be

proud,or.

O.bbl.Odom
Edl10r

8y Ron Bronle
STC Horticulture students took

their first field trip this year to
the S. C. Horticulture Society
Convention held in Columbia on
November 5 and 6. Studenls en
joyed lectures on such topics as
computers in horticulture,
African Violet tissue culture, how
weather affects horticulture and
more, Studenls also viewed the
new and innovative producls in
tech industry at the trade show.

By G.rl Conn
On November 5, members of

the Future Secretaries Associa
tion were guesls at a luncheon
and tour hosted by the staff
secretaries of the R. R. Donnelly
plant located at Highway 1-85and
Road 57.

The FSA members received a
cordial welcome on their arrival
at the planl. Ms. Pat Brown,
secretary to the plant division
manager, met the group in the
viSitors lobby, and after introduc
tions, she led the group through
the office area, pointi ng oul the
otf,ces of accounting, personnel

FSA Donnelly Tour

I feel l'ery honored to have been
.bo... edl'or 01 "THE TECn IN
FORMER." My •••••• Is D.bbl.
Odom and I am a computer

.eehnology siudeni.
I han many new ideas for the

p.pu; how-eyer, this Is your
newspape;r .od I hope to bave • lot of
input on what you, as students. wanl
(0 see in ehe paper. II something e1·
cilin~ happens to you or anyone )OU
L.now, please leI us It.now. If you don'.
liL..e an arclde or a pal1icul.r wue. ",e
~'anl to know ,h.r 100.

I am "ery lucky to have an neellent
Slan, who. by the way, does .11 the
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Yes, Virginia,
There Is a
Santa Claus

un :september 8, 1897, the
editor of "The New York Sun "
Francis B. Church, received this
letter:
Dear Editor:

I am 8 years old. Some of my
little friends say there is no santa
Claus. Papa says, "!fyou see itin
the Sun it's so." Please tell me
the truth, is there a Santa Claus?

Yours truly,
Virginia O'Hanlon

The reply was as follows:
"Yes indeed.
Virginia, your litlle friends are

wrong. They have been affected
by the skepticism of a skeptical
age-they do not believe except
what they see-they thing that
nothing can be which is not com
prehensible to their little minds.

All minds, Virginia, whether
they be men's or children's are
litlle.

In this great universe of ours,
man is a mere insect, an ant, in
his intellect, as compared with
boundless world about him, as
measured by the intelligence
capable of grasping the whole
truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa
Claus.

He exists as certainly as love
and generosity and devotion ex
ist, and you know that they
abound and give to your life its
highest beauty and joy. Alas!
How dreary would be the world if
there were no Santa Claus! It
would be as dreary as if thece
were no Virginias. There would
be no childlike faith then, no
poetry, no romance to make
tolerable this existence. We
should ·have no enjoyment, ex
cept in sense and sight. The etec
1181 light with which childhood
fills the world would be ex
tinguished.

Not believe inSanla Claus! You
might as well not believe in
fairies!

You might get your papa to hire
men to watch all the chimneys on
Christmas Eve to catch Santa
Claus, but even if they did not see
Santa Claus coming down, what
would that prove? Nobody sees
Santa Claus, but that is no sign
that there is no Santa Claus-the
most real things in the world are
those neither children nor men
can see.

"Did you ever see fairies danc
ing on the lawn? Of course not,
but that's no proof that they are
not there-nobody can conceive
or imagine all the wonders that
are unseen and unseeable in the
world.

You tear apart the baby's ratUe
and see what makes the noise in
side, but there is a veil covering
the unseen world which not the
strongest man, or even the united
strength of all the strongest men,
that evec lived, could tear apart.
Only faith, fancy, poetry, love,
romance, can push aside the cur
tain and view and picture the
supernatural beauty of all glory
beyond.

Is it all real?-ah, Virginia, in
all the world there is nothing else
real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God he
lives, and he lives forcver-a
thousand years from now,
Virginia, nay, ten thousand years
from now, he will continue to
make glad the hearts of
childhood."

By Francis H. Church
"The Ne\\ York Sun"
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18.How long does marijuana stay
in the body after smoking?
o one day
o 12hours
o up to a month
o one hour

19. The use of drugs during
pregnancy:
o should be limited to

tobacco & alcohol
o may be harmful to

the unborn child
o should cease at 26 weeks

20. What makes marijuana
especially harmful today?
o it is much stronger
o it could effect

physical & mental
development

o younger kids are
using it

o none of these
o all of these

is under 21
o undec the protection

of Federal law
o in certain states

17. Stopping drug abuse before it
starts is called:
o prevention
o withdrawal
o tolecance
o education

10. Which of the following poses
the greatest health hazard to
the most people in the United
States?
o cigarettes
o heroin
o codeine
o LSD
o caffeine

11. Which of the following poses
the highest immediate risk to
users?
o marijuana
o nicotine
o LSD
o inhalants

12. This drug was believed to be
non-addictive when it was
developed in the 1800s as a
substitute for morphine and
codeine.
o LSD
o heroin
o horseradish
o PCP

13. When does a person become
hooked on heroin?
o first time
o after four or

five times
o 20 times "I" more
o different for

each person
14. What sobers up as drunk per

son?
o a cold shower
o black coffee
o a traffic ticket
o time
o walking

15. Which of the following should
never be mixed with alcohol?
o amphetamines
LJ sedatives
[j cocaine
L cigarettes

16. Medical help for drug pro
blems is available without
legal penalties:
I : if the patienl

Are YouADrupQuiz Whiz?
1

1. The most commonly abused
drug in the United States is:
o marijuana
o alcohol
o cocaine
o heroin

2. People who are dependent
upon heroin keep taking it
most to:
o expecience pleasure
o avoid withdrawal
o escape reality
o be accepted

among friends
3. Which of these is not a nar

cotic?
o heroine
o marijuana
o morphine
o methadone

4. Which age group has the
highest percentage of drug
abusers?
010-17
018-25
026-35
f 1 36-60

n 60 & over
5. Which drug does not cause

physical dependence?
o alcohol
o morphine
o peyote
o secobarbital
o codeine

6. Most drug users make their
first contact with illicit drugs:
o through ..pushers"
o through friends
o accidentally
o through the media

7. What is the most unpredic
table drug on the street today?
o PCP
o heroin
o LSD
o alcohol

8. Which of the following is not a
stimulant?
LJ amphetamine
U caffeine
C methaqualone
o methamphetamine

9. The majority of inhalant
abusers are:
n men
l-Jchildren
fJ women
r the elderly

·Mark your answers, then turn the
page to find out if you're right.

B, La Rho.da Moss
Congratulations to all of those

in the Allied Health Division who
made it through that first agoniz
ing quarter. At first we thought
the Nursing Pcogram had to be
the toughest on campus, but after
talking to several students from
different health fields, it was ob
vious they're equally hard. Con
sidering this, you should feel in
good hands when you're sick
knowing only above average
students can make it through any
health program.

Between studying, check-offs
and worrying about exams, the
nursing students even found a lit
tle time to have fun. Field Day
was exciting for everyone. Nurs
ing students were everywhere,
sponsoring a bake sale, jewelry
sale, hug and kiss booth and face
painting. Last but not least was
the dunking booth, which made
five of us sick !including Ms.
Morrow, who by the way, brought
in most of the money! Ha! Ha! l.
Close to $200 was raised toward
our pinning ceremony that day.

Then came Halloween. I'm
sure everyone remembers the
costume contest. The war was
on! Mafia members and
bystanders alike were wounded
by the spray from the machine
guns." The Arcarddo and
Genivicci families consisted of
Ms. ShelTie Burns, Ms. Karen
Morrow, Bobby Kitchens, Larry
Burgess, Mark Hornebeck, Mike

/ Bryant, Dianna Quinn and Rhon
da Moss. We won first prize
which helps with our pinning
ceremony.

Congratulations wece extended
to Courtney McLean, who was
named first runner-up in the Ms.
Spartanburg Tech Pageant.
Other Nursing Program con
testants were Mary Lynn Smith
and Julie Lynch. These girls
managed to look lovely inspite of
rushing to change entire outfits in
only four minutes. Who said
women took hours to get dressed?

The nursing students really
stood oul at the Spartanburg
Christmas Parade, receiving
recognition from the
'·Spartanburg Herald," and the
"Channel 7 News." Building
floats was lots of fun besides be
ing good publicity for our college.

Several of the nursing sludents
were involved in health creening
at Northside Correctional In
stitute and Carver Jr. High
SChool. Besides learning that all
criminals aren't bad, we had the
opportunity to reminisce about
our junior high school days.
Especially when someone pulled
the fire alarm and we had to
stand outside in the cold rain.
That sure brought back some
memories.

We would like to welcome Ms.
Judy Edwards back to classes.
Mrs. Edwards has been out on
maternity leave, taking care of
her new baby boy.

We're all excited about starting
into the clinical area this quarter
and having our own patients to
take care of. Maybe we will make
a difference to some of our pa
lients Jives by letting them know
WE CARE. This would certainly
make the last quarler worth all
the pain and Ires>.

Nurses Notes


