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What’s in the News... 

Featuring… 
Joyce Tester 

Who’s in the News... 
Each division within the Executive Council will take turns selecting one em-
ployee each month to be featured in HR Highlights.  This month, our featured 
employee is selected by Academic Affairs. 

HR Highlights 

This issue contains important maternity benefit information in the Ask HR sec-
tion.  Also, please check out the New Faces on Campus section and join us in 
welcoming our newest employees to the College! 

Joyce Tester began her career at SCC in October 

1999 as an Administrative Specialist in the Admis-

sions Office.  She moved to the Academic Advising 

Center in October 2000 as the first (and only) Ad-

ministrative Specialist.  She is responsible for vari-

ous administrative duties in the Center and 

“unofficially” serves as the receptionist for the East 

Building due to the Center location.  

Let’s Celebrate! 

May Birthdays 

June West 5/4 

Rose Pellatt 5/5 

Robin Bridges 5/5 

Wade Smith 5/7 

Abby Babcock 5/9 

Betty Hall 5/11 

Felicia Foster 5/12 

Patricia Jordan 5/15 

Rebecca Coleman 5/15 

Karyn Stephens 5/17 

Ray Switzer 5/19 

Laura Moore 5/19 

Eugenia Hooker 5/20 

Brian Tucker 5/20 

Para Jones 5/20 

Karen Ravan 5/20 

Cynthia Champion 5/21 

Leverne McBeth 5/22 

Natasha Harlan 5/25 

Sandy Winkler 5/26 

Tina Nix 5/27 

Becky Bridwell 5/28 

Reggie Wilburn 5/29 

Leanne Burkhead 5/31 

As Alison Cann (Director, Advising Center) says, “she has kept the Center oper-

ation running like clock-work for the past 10+ years.”  Joyce is usually the first 

person a student meets in the Center, and she strives to make each person 

feel welcome. The realization of “Students Come First” is never far from her 

mind as she graduated from SCC in May 2003 with an associate’s degree in 

arts. 

Joyce is a member of Cornerstone Baptist Church in Inman, SC.  She currently 

volunteers as the church secretary and has served in previous years as church 

treasurer.  She is married to Lieutenant Robert Tester who works in the SCC 

Police department.  Joyce is an animal lover who has a Dachshund, Slinky, a 

Blue tick Hound, Sadie, and a cat, TC, (short for Tom Cat). She is a prolific mys-

tery reader and is a member of an informal reading club on campus. Joyce has 

been an aunt for fifty years and has become known as Aunt Nanny by her     

family. 

Her quick wit keeps the Center staff, and students, in a continuous state of 

laughter. Ask her how she is doing during heavy registration periods each year 

and she will say, “I am about as confused as a termite in a wooden yo-yo,” or 

“This too shall pass…only to be replaced by something else.” Thanks Joyce for 

your dedication to the Center and SCC, but most of all, thanks for bringing a 

smile to everyone’s face! 
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New Faces on Campus…  April 2011 

Laura Moore may not be a new face to most of you.  On April 11, she returned to a posi-
tion she previously held as Financial Aid Counselor.  Laura most recently was working as a 
temporary employee in the Financial Aid office and she also previously worked as a Chil-
dren’s Ministry Hospitality Coordinator at Grace Church.  Laura has an Associate of Arts in 
Education and a Bachelor of Arts in Religion from North Greenville University.   

Laura Moore 

Sean Collum began with SCC as the Assistant Financial Aid Director on April 7.  He previ-
ously worked with Greenville Technical College as a Financial Aid Officer.  Sean received 
an Associate of Science in Business and a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration 
from Charleston Southern University.  Thanks to Leila McKinney for serving as Sean’s 
mentor! 

Sean Collum 

 

Question:   Do maternity benefits have to be preauthorized under the State Health Plan?   

Answer:  Yes, a woman covered under the State Health Plan must preauthorize her maternity benefits during 

the first three months of her pregnancy. To do so, she can call Medi-Call at 800-925-9724 or enroll in “Coming 
Attractions” online through her Personal Health Record.  

If a member fails to preauthorize her maternity benefits, she will pay a $200 penalty for each admission to the 
hospital for a maternity-related condition. This is in addition to the $200 penalty she will pay if she fails to preau-
thorize the hospital admission, a requirement whether the admission is maternity-related or not. As a result, she 
could pay two $200 penalties for each maternity-related admission:   

The first for failure to preauthorize her maternity benefits. 

The second for failure to preauthorize the specific admission. 

Also, if she fails to preauthorize her maternity benefits or her hospital admission, the coinsurance she pays after 
she reaches her annual deductible will not count toward her out-of-pocket coinsurance maximum. 

https://member.southcarolinablues.com/wps/portal/scm/member/home


 

Have YOU given a SPOT Award lately?? 
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The Recognition Program Committee would like to encourage employees to utilize the Recognition on the SPOT Award.  This 

award is a great form of immediate praise to employees given by peers and supervisors.  Its purpose is to recognize an excep-

tional act of kindness, great customer service or going above and beyond in some way.  If you would like to keep a few cards on 

hand or are unaware of where cards are in your area, please contact Emily Lister (listere@sccsc.edu). 

If you have received or given a SPOT Award and would like to share what it was for, please submit the information to Anne 

Ruehmer for the next issue. 

Look who’s been “spotted”… 

**Celia Bauss (Registrar) spotted Phyllis Rogers (Director of Counseling) “for exceptional ser-
vice with a transit student.  Phyllis went out of her way to help a student who needed one 
class to graduate.  She went above and beyond by calling the department chair and the ad-
ministrative specialist in the division to get the student enrolled in a closed section.  Phyllis 
went the EXTRA mile.”  

 

** Leanne Burkhead (Administrative Assistant, TRC) spotted Susan Wethington (Adjunct 
Transitional Studies Instructor) “unselfishly tutoring your former student on your own time 
to help her prepare for her final exam.  Your dedication to the TRC students is exemplary 
and very much appreciated.  Thank you for making the TRC a student-friendly campus!!” 

** Dr. Para Jones (President) gave a spot award to Miss Mary (Cuppa Cabeana) for “Helping 
us out by delivering a quick and delicious lunch to visitors on campus yesterday (Tuesday, April 19).  Thank you for taking care 
of our needs and the needs of students, faculty and staff!” 

**The Physical Plant and IT Department were spotted by Gateway to College — “We appreciate the FANTASTIC job that you 
did refurbishing our new office area in the East Building and getting us relocated efficiently.  In 1 1/2 hours, we were set up in 
our offices (files, books, computers, printers, phones) with no interruption in providing student services.  Great Job—THANK 
YOU!!” 

**Erin Watkins (Director of Success Network) spotted Jo Ella Salters “anticipating others’ needs and taking initiative to help a 
fellow co-worker.  Your thoughtfulness helps to keep our office running smoothly.  Thank you!” 

**Scott Edge (Printing Equipment Operator) was spotted by Emily Grigg (English Instructor) “Thanks for always processing and 
delivering my print requests in a speedy fashion!  I know I can always count on you!” 
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Robyn Allwright, (Adjunct Art History Instructor) took part in the AKC Rally Trial 

hosted by the Dog Obedience Club of Greenville in Simpsonville on March 26 & 27.   

Her oldest dog, Shania, a 10-year old Tibetan Mastiff, earned her first two legs to-

ward her Rally Excellent (RE) title and placed second both days in her class!  Shania 

is the first Tibetan Mastiff to earn qualifying legs in the Excellent level of Rally, much 

less the fact that she's doing it as a 10- year-old! 

More great news about Shania—the first weekend in April, they attended the UKC Carolina Classic.  

She took Best of Breed over Robyn’s other two Tibetan Mastiffs and then took a Group 2 placement in 

the Guardian Group.  Next, she ran Shania in Rally and she had a qualifying score of 91!  These two 

wins earned Shania a Total Dog Award!  The next day she again took Best of Breed and this time took a 

Group 1 placement!  This earned her the chance to appear in the Best In Show ring.  She did well 

there, but a wonderful parti-coloured toy Poodle took the ultimate prize.  Shania had another run in 

Rally and this time, even with Robyn having a 10 point deduction for a handling error, she qualified 

with an 86.  This earned her a URO2 (UKC Level 2 Rally title).  She also earned another Total Dog 

Award—the fifth for Shania in the past year.  Robyn is very proud of her!  

They have two new additions to their household.  On Friday, April 15th, they brought home two 7-

week-old Standard Poodle puppies.  Teja (Sanskrit for “radiant”) is a red female and Mati (Sanskrit for 

“thinking power”) is a silver female.  They are doing great settling in with the Tibetan Mastiff adults.  

They hope to show them in conformation, rally, and agility. 

 

Congratulations to TSgt Dawn Larrieu (Culinary Arts Program Director), 81st Aerial Port Squadron, for 

being selected as the NCO of the Quarter for January-March 2011 from the Department of the Air 

Force, Air Force Reserve Command.  She was chosen for “outstanding achievements in the represen-

tation of the 315th Airlift Wing.”  Dawn was nominated by her unit commander for this important and 

prestigious award.   

Christie Rogers-Larke (Adjunct Psychology Instructor) presented at the American Counseling Associa-

tion conference in New Orleans.  Her topic was on “Counseling Low Language—No Language Clients”. 
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Brag Corner—continued 

Kathy Bryant (Part-Time Administrative Specialist, CETL) is very proud of her grand-

daughter, Sarah Bryant, who will be in the 9th grade at Chesnee High School next 

year.  Sarah as been accepted into the Scholars Academy at USC-Upstate for the Fall of 

2011.   

      The ASL Club recently hosted a fundraiser/workshop for the Spartanburg Association of the Deaf 

called ASLville.  They had 50 students from SCC, Converse, Gardner-Webb, and Clemson who came for 
a total immersion evening (on a Friday night, no less!) to learn more about ASL and to practice with 
about 30 volunteers from the Deaf community.  There were workshops given at three student ASL 
levels, then they took their new-found information out into ASLville to gather information from the 
“shops” that were represented.  Everything was signed; no one was allowed to use their voice—or the 
voice police would fine them!  There was a spaghetti dinner and then the evening wrapped up with 
Deaf entertainers and students participating in a “So You Think You Can Sign” game.  Larissa Trapp, an 
SCC student in ASL 201, won the evening’s competition.  Student and community members all raved 
about how much they enjoyed it and said that the ASL Club must do this again next year.   

ASL CLUB NEWS 

      Julia Huff, SCC BSP student and daughter of Denise Huff (Program 
Director (ASL/ITP), will be a featured viola soloist at the Carolina 
Youth Symphony Senior Honors Concerto at Furman University on 
May 15.  She is principal violist at CYS and has received scholarships 
to cover 2/3 of her education costs at Samford University in Bir-
mingham for the next four years.  Julia has already distinguished 
herself as a musician at a young age, playing at Carnegie Hall last 
year with CYS, traveling to China on an orchestra trip with Spartan-
burg High School, attending the David Einfeldt summer chamber 
camp at Hartt School of Music, and playing onstage with Casting 
Crowns.  She is concertmistress at SHS where she plays the violin.   
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Let’s Celebrate! 

June Birthdays 

Let’s Celebrate! 

July Birthdays 

Since this is the last newsletter until August 2011—we have included the birthdays for June & July! 

WE HOPE YOU ALL HAVE A GREAT SUMMER! 

Tina Reid 6/3 

Ann Belk 6/4 

Alan Shufelt 6/4 

Katherine Stiwinter 6/4 

Kathy Jo Lancaster 6/5 

Berta Hopkins 6/8 

Pam White 6/10 

Barbara Daniels 6/10 

Susan Alt 6/12 

Magaly Littlejohn 6/14 

Barbara Wilson 6/14 

Lynn Dale 6/15 

Tim Coggins 6/17 

Mark Smith 6/18 

Belinda Chastain 6/18 

Jay Coffer 6/19 

Dean Burgess 6/20 

Rick Teal 6/21 

Shannon Daugherty 6/21 

Sandy Phillips 6/22 

Alison Cann 6/24 

Susan Chastain 6/24 

Chipley Bennett 6/28 

Marilyn Smith 6/29 

Kim Fogle 6/29 

Jeff Ethington 7/1 

Vickie Dill 7/2 

Celia Bauss 7/4 

Jon Backman 7/7 

Alan Tessaro 7/7 

Carla Stewart 7/8 

Billy Duncan 7/10 

Linda Klinzing 7/10 

Joann Gibson 7/10 

Andrena Gaymon 7/11 

Cindy Bailey 7/13 

Dianne Crawford 7/13 

Robert Floyd 7/16 

Vickie Gray 7/17 

Denise Huff 7/18 

Michael Hawkins 7/21 

Fran Pack 7/22 

Ellen Autenzio 7/22 

Gail Jones 7/24 

Savtri Parham 7/26 

Pete Gallen 7/27 

Craig Denesha 7/27 

Kathy Beach 7/29 

Missy Hughes 7/29 

Kristen Adams 7/31 

Ellen Romani 7/31 


