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HR Highlights 

Question:   What is State Employee Adoption Assistance and who qualifies for this program? 

Answer:  Financial assistance is provided to eligible state employees to help pay some of the expenses with adopting a 
child.  Assistance is limited to the amount of funds authorized each year for the program.  Eligible employees include perma-
nent or probationary, full-time or part-time employees of any department, institution, board, commission, council, division, 
bureau, center, school, hospital or other agency of the State of SC, including temporary grant and time-limited employees.  
Law enforcement officers and employees of special purpose districts are also eligible.  Employees must participate in the 
Employee Insurance Program (EIP) and be employed when the adoption is finalized, when the application is submitted and 
when the benefit is paid.   For more information, please go to www.eip.sc.gov—Choose Your Category—Active Subscribers—
Publications—State Employee Adoption Assistance Program Brochure. 

Ask HR: Questions and Answers You Should Know 

Who’s in the News... 
Each division within the President’s Council will take turns selecting one employee 
each month to be featured in HR Highlights.  This month, our featured employee is 
selected by Academic Affairs. 

What’s in the News... 
The year is quickly coming to an end!  Human Resources would like to wish you a 
wonderful holiday season and we look forward to seeing you back in January.  Since 
the College will be closed December 22 thru January 2nd, the next HR Highlights issue 
will be sent out  February 1st.  The January birthdays, however, will be sent out be-
fore the College closes in December.   

Featuring… 

Pat Voelker 
Pat Voelker is the Department Head for Early Childhood De-
velopment, ITP/ASL.  She began with SCC in September of 
1978 as a Child Care Assistant Instructor.   Pat received a 
Bachelor of Science in Recreation and Park Administration 
from North Carolina State University  and a Master of Educa-
tion in Early Childhood Education from the University of 
South Carolina.  She has done many great things for the ECD 
Program, children and the community over the years.  Pat 
completed the PITC (Program for Infants/Toddlers) modules 

 and is listed on the PITC website as a national certified trainer for all courses taught in 
Infant/Toddler.  She also received the Mary Black Foundation “2005 Community Cham-
pion Award in Early Childhood Development” for Spartanburg County.  Pat has pre-
sented at the SC Association for the Education of Young Children on Infants/Toddlers.  
Together with Denise Huff, Pat developed the Special Education Early Childhood degree 
through a grant merging ITP and ECD courses.  She worked with the ECD Peer Group to 
obtain articulation agreements with USC, Columbia College and SC State.  The ECD Pro-
gram was accredited by NAEYC (National Association for the Education of Young Chil-
dren) in July 2007.  SCC was one of the pilot schools in SC to achieve this accreditation. 
SCC is one of 34 colleges in the United States with this accreditation and is listed on the 
NAEYC website.  Grants have been received from various agencies to help in the im-
provement of the ECD program. The program has also received a grant from the Mary 
Black Foundation for one year; co-written by TEACH for ECD students to take the PRAXIS 
1.  Thank you for all of your hard work Pat! 

Chris Fant 12/01 

Melissa Smith 12/02 

Gibby Cates 12/03 

Jayne Case 12/04 

Patsy Pinker 12/04 

Tina Upton 12/07 

Joe Richards 12/08 

Janie Lindsey 12/08 

Gene Rice 12/09 

Ron Jackson 12/15 

Quincy      
Jenkins 12/17 

Dawn Larrieu 12/20 

Lisa Ellis 12/22 

B.J. Wallace 12/23 

Antha Norris 12/23 

Jack        
Bourgeois 12/25 

Mark Cramer 12/26 

Rita Hunt 12/27 

Karen Frady 12/31 

Let’s Celebrate! 

December  Birthdays 
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Don’t have enough time? 

 

Well, if you miss an FSD Activity, you have a second chance to participate…….. 

 

Some  FSD Activities are on line and can be found in Public Folders.                   

 

An on-line library  will be kept to store our activities.  Faculty and Staff are welcome to access them by going to:  

Public Folders -Faculty/Staff Development. 

Public 

FYI... 

When:  December 11, 2008 

Where:  Student Services Building, Commissioners’ Dining Room 

Time:  10:00am — 12:30pm 

**G.I.F.T.S.** 

         G.I.F.T.S. means Great Ideas for Teachers and Staff 

During the session, each participant will rotate to different tables (10 minutes each) and hear the “gift.”  You will also re-
ceive handouts designed by the presenter that summarize the presentation.  The time passes very quickly, and it is great 
fun and can be quite educational.  In the past, we have had presentations from Culinary Arts with samples of candy for 
everyone and a recipe given to each participant—tips on taking care of Holiday plants from our Horticulture Depart-
ment—Spanish foods and customs presented by our Spanish instructor, etc.  You will be able to choose which presenta-
tions to attend during the timeframe.   

Twenty seats are still available!  Please email Anne Ruehmer if you would like to sign up.  

An email will be sent when the class is full. 

Coming Up... 

FSD Activity Dates to Remember 

**Minute Taking Made Easy** 

Topics will include: 
What Are Minutes?     Formats for Taking Minutes 
What Should Minutes Contain and Not Contain?  Items to be Recorded 
Types of Minutes      The Agenda 
Roles of the Minute Taker     Organizing the Minutes 
Check List for Scheduling Meetings    After the Meeting 
Listening Skills 

When:  December 4, 2008 

Where:  Student Services Building, Room 109 

Time:  3:00pm — 4:30pm 

Five seats are still available!  Please email Anne Ruehmer if you would like to sign up.   

An email will be sent when the class is full. 
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 Faye Perry was promoted to the position of Administrative Assistant to the President.   

Promotions…    November 2008 

New Faces on Campus... November  2008 

Tonya Keller 

Tonya Keller  started with SCC on November 17th as an Administrative Assistant to the President.   
Tonya comes to the College from Founders Federal Credit Union where she was a Loan Processor.  She 
also previously worked with Arthur State Bank as a Customer Service Representative.  Tonya has an 
Associate of Arts degree from SCC and a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from Limestone 
College. 

 

 

 Ellen Autenzio’s daughter, Juliet Autenzio Wright, received her M.A.T. from Converse College in August and is a 
first year teacher of US History at Broome High School. 

 

 The Horticulture Department, SCC Grounds Crew, and Carolina Fresh Farms teamed up to renovate the turf in 
the medicinal garden at the back of the HSB this semester.  Carolina Fresh Farms donated 14 pallets of a new 
drought & shade tolerant zoysia grass, the Physical Plant helped with removing the old sod and the Horticulture 
Department installed it.  See pictures below. 

 
 

 

 

 

Brag Corner 
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 Anne Ruehmer’s daughter, Avery, made the 2nd grade honor roll!  See picture below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Morgan Purcell, Kelley Jones’ oldest daughter, just signed to play softball for Erskine College next year.  She is 
currently a senior at Byrnes High School.  See picture below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mark Roseveare and his family recently celebrated his daughter Marcy’s 1st birthday.  She just started walking, 
points with her fingers and says “dat,” and sticks her chin out for emphasis.  She loves books and electronic 
things (of course!) and loves to eat.  She especially enjoyed the icing from her birthday cake!  See picture below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Most are probably aware of the C-CERT (Campus-Community Emergency Response Training) class that was held 
during September in which faculty, staff and student learned how to respond in the event of a crisis on our cam-
pus and/or in our community.  SCC is the first college in the state to receive C-CERT training.  A few people from 
the CERT Training went on to participate in the First Responder Class.  Sheri Johnson, Kim Fogle and Barbara 
Daniels recently passed the First Responder test. 

 Barbara Suttles has completed all course work to earn her Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administra-
tion/Accounting.  She will graduate December 13, 2008 from Limestone College. 

Brag Corner 
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 The Cherokee County Campus Team, made up of all faculty and staff permanently and temporarily assigned to the 
Cherokee County Campus, along with volunteers from the central campus, hosted two big community events this 
semester.  They worked hard to host a reception on the 18th of September to honor local artists and members of 
the Cherokee County Alliance of Visual Artists (CAVA). These artists generously loaned the campus original artwork 
for the lobby of the academic building for the first six weeks of the fall semester. CAVA plans to do so again the 
first six weeks of the spring semester too.  

 Also, this same great team, hosted the first annual Costumes at the College on the 24th of October. This was 
 an open house event designed to give the community a chance to see the campus, thank them for 
 their support, and have children under twelve come in costume to “trick or treat” classroom to classroom. 
 About 25 adults and 25 children from the community attended.  

 The CCC Team did an exemplary job of planning, hosting, and working these events in honor of the citizens of      
 Cherokee County.  Please see the pictures below from the CAVA event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brag Corner 

Our Extended Family of Adjuncts and Temporary Employees 

Kathryn Brackett, Adjunct English Instructor, recently attended the South Carolina Writers' Workshop Annual 
Conference in October at Myrtle Beach and won second place in the Carrie McCray Memorial Literary Awards for 
my story "Girl Talk" in the short fiction category.  

Kim Blum-Hyclak, the contest chairperson stated, "Because the competition is open to conference attendees, not 
a blanket open contest, it's almost as if we are on the leading edge of who some of the future 'notable' writers 
might be....Kathryn's work was entered in the short fiction category, one of 40 entries. That was the second larg-
est category, after novel-first chapter(s)." 


