
 

SURGICAL SEMINAR 

Revised  03/25/13 

 C - L - CR 

 2 - 0 - 2 
 

COURSE NUMBER: SUR 120 

 

PREREQUISITE(S): SUR 106, SUR 112 

 

CO-REQUISITE(S): None 

 

COURSE 

DESCRIPTIONS 

This course includes the comprehensive correlation of theory 
and practice in the perioperative role. 
  

 

TEXTBOOK(S): Textbook information can be found on the Book Inn web site 
at http://www.sccsc.edu/resources/bookstore. It will also be 
included on the course syllabus addendum distributed by the 
instructor. 

 

REFERENCE(S): None 

 

OTHER REQUIRED 

MATERIALS, TOOLS, 

AND EQUIPMENT: 

 
 
All surgical texts, anatomy text, notes, and related materials 
from previous units. 

 

METHOD OF 

INSTRUCTION: 

Lecture 
Computer Software 
Blackboard 

 

GRADING SYSTEM: 94 - 100 = A 
85 - 93 = B 
80 - 84 = C 
75 - 79 = D 
Below - 75 = F 
A minimum grade of 80 is required to pass this course. 
Final grades will not be rounded off. 

 

GRADE 

CALCULATION 

METHOD: 

Major test  = 50%  
Daily grades/quizzes = 25%  
Final exam = 25%  

 = 100%  
 

ATTENDANCE The student is responsible for punctual and regular 

http://www.sccsc.edu/resources/bookstore
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POLICY: 

 

attendance in all classes, laboratories, clinical, practica, 
internships, field trips, and other required class activities.  
The College does not grant excused absences; therefore, 
students are urged to reserve their absences for 
emergencies.  When illness or other emergencies occur, the 
student is responsible for notifying instructors and completing 
missed work if approved for late submission by instructors. 
 
100% attendance is expected.  For the didactic phase of 
instruction, a student who is absent more than 20% of the 
time, except in extenuating circumstances with approval by 
the division dean will be awarded a grade of “F”. 
 
In the didactic phase, students are expected to call in prior to 
their first scheduled class on each day of absence.  Students 
will be held responsible for all class and lab material covered 
on the day of absence.   It is the student's responsibility to 
contact the instructor if they have to leave class.  Failure to 
do this will result in the student being given a warning for the 
first offense and subject to disciplinary action, including being 
dropped from the program, for the second. 
          
The student who is absent on the day of a major test will be 
responsible for making up the test on the day they return.  
When a student misses a major test on Monday, they will be 
required to take the test on the first day they return to clinical 
that week.  Students will be required to come to the testing 
lab on campus.  The Testing Lab is in E-3 and their hours 
are Monday and Tuesday 8:00am-6pm, Wednesday and 
Thursday 8:00am-8pm and Friday 8:00am-1:30pm.  If the 
test is not taken on the first day they return to clinical, 10 
points will be deducted for each day late.  You must call Ann 
Belk at 592-4215 and let her know when you are coming so 
she can release this test. 
          
Make-up tests may not be the same test that was originally 
administered.   
 
The student is tardy if not in class at the time the class is 
scheduled to begin and is admitted to class at the discretion 
of the instructor.  If the student is tardy during a period in 
which a major test is given, the test must be completed 
during the time remaining in that period.  Any unannounced 
quizzes missed because of tardiness or unexcused 
absences will equate to a zero.  Failure to return from a 
break at the designated time will be counted as a tardy.   
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Two tardies or two early dismissals will count as an absence. 
 
Instructors maintain attendance records.  However, it is the 
student’s responsibility to withdraw from a course.  A student 
enrolling in and attending at least one course session 
remains enrolled until the student initiates a withdrawal. 
 
Withdrawal Policy:  During the first 75% of the course, a 
student may initiate withdrawal and receive a grade of W.  A 
student cannot initiate a withdrawal during the last 25% of 
the course.  Extenuating circumstances require 
documentation and approval by the appropriate department 
head and academic dean. 
 
Absences for Religious Holidays:  Students who are absent 
from class in order to observe religious holidays are 
responsible for the content of any activities missed and for 
the completion of assignments occurring during the period of 
absence.  Students who anticipate their observance of 
religious holidays will cause them to be absent from class 
and do not wish such absences to penalize their status in 
class should adhere to the following guidelines: 
 

1. Observance of religious holidays resulting in three or 
fewer consecutive absences:  Discuss the situation 
with the instructor and provide written notice at least 
one week prior to the absence(s).  Develop (in writing) 
and instructor-approved plan which outlines the make 
up of activities and assignments. 

 
2. Observances of religious holidays resulting in four or 

more consecutive absences:  Discuss the situation 
with the instructor and provide the instructor with 
written notice within the first 10 days of the academic 
term.  Develop an instructor-approved plan which 
outlines the make up of activities and assignments. 
 

 

ACADEMIC 

CONDUCT:  

 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:  Students are expected to uphold the 
integrity of the College's standard of conduct, specifically in 
regards to academic honesty.  All forms of academic 
dishonesty including, but not limited to, cheating on 
assignments/tests, plagiarism, collusion, and falsification of 
information will call for disciplinary action.  Disciplinary action 
imposed may include one or more of the following: written 
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reprimand, loss of credit for assignment/test, termination 
from course, and probation, suspension, or expulsion from 
the College.  For further explanation of this and other 
conduct codes, please refer to the Student Handbook. 
 

CELLULAR PHONES AND PAGERS/BEEPERS, MP3 PLAYERS, 

CD’S AND HEADPHONES:  Cellular phones, pagers/beepers, 
MP3 Players, CD’s and headphones are not permitted to be 
turned on or used within the clinical setting.  Students may 
not receive or send telephone calls, text messages, or pages 
during clinical.  They are responsible for turning off any 
electronic device upon entering the clinical site.  Unless 
required for a course, MP3 players, CD’s and headphones 
are not allowed in any clinical setting at any time.  Use of 
these devices during clinical time will be considered a 
violation of the student code as it relates to “disruptive 
behavior.”   

 

CLASS/LAB 

PROCEDURES: 

The main objective of this course is to review theory in 
preparation for the National Certifying Exam.  Prior to the 
start of the course, students are provided with a copy of the 
National Certification Exam outline.  This outline is used to 
determine the course content.  Characteristically, students 
feel the weakest in the basic sciences section as listed on 
the course competencies.  A unit of material is reviewed 
each week and a multiple choice test is given on this material 
the following week.  All tests are multiple choice in an effort 
to prepare the students for the multiple choice exam.  
Several mock certification exams are given also.  Most of the 
major tests are given online using Blackboard.  The instructor 
has provided self tests on Blackboard to assist students in 
preparing for major tests.  It is important for students to read 
the comments provided for each answer (correct and 
incorrect) to each question. 
 
During the course students will be required to take the 250 
question mock certification exam found on the CD-Rom that 
comes with their Complete Review text.  It is divided into 5 
separate tests consisting of 50 questions each.  Students 
must take each test until they score a grade of 85 or better.  
Once they have successfully completed each test with at 
least an 85 their scores must be emailed to their instructor.  
Failure to complete this by the due date will result in a zero 
grade for each test missed. 
    
It is very important that the student understands any material  
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that they missed on their tests.  All material is essential to the 
student's success on the final exam, clinical rotation, the 
National Certification Exam, and the profession.  It is the 
student's responsibility to note any questions missed and to 
look up the correct answer. 
          
Students are not allowed to take tests home under any  
circumstances.  Students must review all tests in class at the 
designated time when they are returned by the instructor. 
 
Students will be subject to oral and written quizzes on any  
assigned material.  Each student will be responsible for 
providing a multiple choice quiz on assigned material.  
Students should read assignments and study daily and be 
prepared for each day’s class.  The lowest quiz grade will be 
dropped.  If students are absent on a day a quiz is given, that 
grade will automatically be the grade that is dropped. 
               
Missed homework assignments or failure to bring assigned 
texts and materials will result in a zero for a daily grade.  Late 
assignments (not turned in on the date and time specified) 
will not be accepted and a zero will be recorded. If the 
assignment is incomplete, points will be deducted from the 
major test grade for that unit based on the number of 
questions omitted.  Incomplete assignments must be 
completed before a final grade can be given for the course. 

 
Since all of this material has been covered in previous 
courses, the students will be asked to bring related texts, 
notes, and materials from the previous unit to class.  This will 
prevent the student from having to re-take notes.  It will be 
impossible to cover in three hours all the material that 
required weeks to learn.  If students have their original 
material with them, they can concentrate just on the material 
which needs clarification.  Remember this review is for 
students and the material in which they feel the weakest 
should be covered.  
               
It is very important for students to read and study from their 
texts and not just from their notes.  Remember, the 
certification exam comes directly from the book not from the 
explanations given in class.  Students must be familiar with 
the terminology used in the texts so that they will know it on 
the certifying exam. 
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ACCOMMODATIONS: 

 

Students who need special accommodations in this class 
because of a documented disability should notify Student 
Disability Services. You may contact Student Disability 
Services by calling, (864) 592-4811, toll-free 1-800-922-
3679; via email through the Spartanburg Community College 
web site at www.sccsc.edu/SDS/; or by visiting the office 
located in the Dan Lee Terhune Student Services Building, 
room 112 of the Spartanburg Community College campus.  
By contacting Student Disability Services early in the 
semester, students with disabilities give the College an 
opportunity to provide necessary support services and 
appropriate accommodations. 

 

 
 

COURSE 

COMPETENCIES & 

OBJECTIVES: 

Upon satisfactory completion of this course, the student will 
be able to: 
 
 I. Apply medical terms as they relate to surgery. 

      Give the meaning of the prefixes, roots, and 
suffixes discussed in class. 

        Distinguish the meanings of the medical terms 
discussed in class and how they relate to 
surgery. 

 II.        Calculate weights and measures in the metric,  
  apothecary, and household measurement systems.. 

      Compare the units of measurement in the 
metric, apothecary, and household 
measurement. 

       Convert between the various measurement 
systems. 

 
III. Assess the characteristics of microorganisms as 

they relate to the surgical field. 

      Analyze the major classes of microorganisms. 

      Compare the morphology of bacteria. 

      Choose the common pathogenic 
microorganisms and discuss the diseases they 
cause. 

       Assess the growth requirements of bacteria. 
 

IV.     Analyze infection control as it relates to the surgical 
patient. 

       Assess the transmission of pathogens. 

       Evaluate environmental control of pathogens. 

       Define inflammation and distinguish its five 

http://www.sccsc.edu/SDS/
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signs. 

         Define immunity and analyze its different  
   types. 

 Compare natural barriers for protection against 
pathogenic microorganisms. 

 
 V. Distinguish drugs used in surgery and assess their  
  use. 

 Assess the care and handling of drugs in the 
operating room. 

 Analyze the uses of the various agents used in 
surgery. 

 
 VI. Analyze the surgical environment to include the  
  operating room team, the operating room suite,  
  occupational hazards, safety risk management, and 
  ethical, moral, and legal issues. 

 Assess the requirements of the operating room 
for various surgical interventions. 

 Appraise occupational hazards and workplace 
safety. 

 Evaluate the legal ramifications of various 
incidents. 

 VII. Assess surgical asepsis to include decontamination  
  and sterilization, aseptic technique, draping, the  
  surgical scrub, and preoperative preparation.  

 Evaluate the seven methods of sterilization. 

 Assess the preparation of supplies and 
instruments for sterilization. 

 Compare the various devices used to monitor 
the sterilization process. 

 Choose various chemical used as antiseptics 
and disinfectants. 

 Apply principles of aseptic technique. 
 
 VIII. Evaluate the care of the preoperative surgical  
  patient. 

 Assess the needs of various surgical patients. 

 Appraise preoperative routines. 

 Analyze the legal guidelines of surgical 
contents. 

 Evaluate the transportation of the patient to 
surgery. 

 Assess the proper positioning of the patient 
for various surgical procedures. 
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 IX. Evaluate the care of the intraoperative and   
  postoperative patient. 

 Analyze the various related nursing 
procedures performed on the intraoperative 
and postoperative patient to include:  urinary 
catheterization, skin prep, vital signs, use of 
thermoregulatory devices and emergency 
procedures. 

 Assess the care given to various surgical 
specimens. 

 
 
 X. Evaluate wound management to include types of  
  wounds, wound healing, drains, catheters, wound  
  closure materials, and dressings.   

 Compare the three type of wound healing. 

 Analyze factors that influence wound healing 
and disruption. 

 Evaluate the four classes of surgical wounds. 

 Identify various drains, catheters, wound 
closure materials and dressings, and assess 
their use. 

 Assess various wound closure materials and 
techniques. 

 
 XI. Classify surgical instrumentation and equipment and 
  analyze their use; appraise the process of surgery to 
  include counts. 

 Analyze the various instrument categories 
and judge instrument in each category. 

 Assess the proper sponge, needle, and 
instrument count procedure. 

 Evaluate equipment used for various surgical 
procedures. 

   
     
 


