
 

SURGICAL SPECIALTY PRACTICUM 

Revised  3/25/13 

 C - L - CR 

 0 - 21 - 7 
 

COURSE NUMBER: SUR 114 

 

PREREQUISITE(S): SUR 106, SUR 112 

 

CO-REQUISITE(S): None 

 

COURSE 

DESCRIPTIONS 

This course includes the correlation of the principles and  
theories of specialized surgical procedures with clinical 
performance in affiliated hospitals. 
 

 

TEXTBOOK(S): None 

 

REFERENCE(S): None 

 

OTHER REQUIRED 

MATERIALS, TOOLS, 

AND EQUIPMENT: 

Uniforms 
Protective eye wear 
Full length lab coat with buttons or snaps   
 

 

METHOD OF 

INSTRUCTION: 

Supervised clinical hospital experience - Summer semester 
 

 

GRADING SYSTEM: 94 - 100 = A 
85 - 93 = B 
80 - 84 = C 
75 - 79 = D 
Below - 75 = F 
 
A minimum grade of "C" is required.  This is an 80 or above.   
No grades will be rounded off. 
A grade of "incomplete" will be recorded in the event that a  
student has not completed his/her course objectives by the 
last day of the semester.   If course work is not completed by 
the deadline, a grade of "F" is automatically assigned.       
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GRADE 

CALCULATION 

METHOD: 

 
 
 
 
Clinical performance 

 
 
 
 
= 

 
 
 
 

50% 

 

Case reports = 25%  
Final exam = 25%  

 = 100%  
 

 

ATTENDANCE 

POLICY: 

 

The student is responsible for punctual and regular 
attendance in all classes, laboratories, clinical, practica, 
internships, field trips, and other required class activities.  
The College does not grant excused absences; therefore, 
students are urged to reserve their absences for 
emergencies.  When illness or other emergencies occur, the 
student is responsible for notifying instructors and completing 
missed work if approved for late submission by instructors. 
 
The student is tardy if not in class at the time the class is 
scheduled to begin and is admitted to class at the discretion 
of the instructor.   
 
See Clinical Grade Calculations Handout for more detailed 
attendance policy. 
          
If absent during the clinical phase of training, the appropriate 
clinical area must be notified prior to the student's scheduled 
time of arrival for that day.  The same applies if they are 
tardy.  Failure to call in will result in the student being given a 
warning for the first offense and dropped for the second 
offense.  When calling in, students must find out the name of 
the person who took the message.  The Surgical Technology 
Program Director must also be notified via her voice mail 
(592-4879). 
          
Students should not ask any clinical site supervisor to leave 
early during their clinical rotation.  Students are not allowed 
to leave the hospital for any reason (including lunch) during 
their shift.  Students are not allowed to skip lunch and leave 
early. 
          
Students are expected to work their assigned rotation 
schedule.  Adjustments or changes are made only in cases 
of emergency and/or at the discretion of the Surgical 
Technology Program Director. 
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100% attendance is expected; therefore, no cuts are 
allowed.  If the student is in clinical during the day and does 
not report for all clinical hours, then they have cut.    
 
It is the student's responsibility to contact the instructor if 
they have to leave clinical.  Failure to do this will result in the 
student being given a warning for the first offense and 
subject to being dropped for the second.    
 
Instructors maintain attendance records.  However, it is the 
student’s responsibility to withdraw from a course.  A student 
enrolling in and attending at least one course session 
remains enrolled until the student initiates a withdrawal. 
 
Withdrawal Policy:  During the first 75% of the course, a 
student may initiate withdrawal and receive a grade of W.  A 
student cannot initiate a withdrawal during the last 25% of 
the course.  Extenuating circumstances require 
documentation and approval by the appropriate department 
head and academic dean. 
 
Absences for Religious Holidays:  Students who are absent 
from class in order to observe religious holidays are 
responsible for the content of any activities missed and for 
the completion of assignments occurring during the period of 
absence.  Students who anticipate their observance of 
religious holidays will cause them to be absent from class 
and do not wish such absences to penalize their status in 
class should adhere to the following guidelines: 
 

1. Observance of religious holidays resulting in three or 
fewer consecutive absences:  Discuss the situation 
with the instructor and provide written notice at least 
one week prior to the absence(s).  Develop (in writing) 
and instructor-approved plan which outlines the 
makeup of activities and assignments. 

 
2. Observances of religious holidays resulting in four or 

more consecutive absences:  Discuss the situation 
with the instructor and provide the instructor with 
written notice within the first 10 days of the academic 
term.  Develop an instructor-approved plan with 
outlines the makeup of activities and assignments. 
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ACADEMIC 

CONDUCT:  

 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:  Students are expected to uphold the 
integrity of the College's standard of conduct, specifically in 
regards to academic honesty.  All forms of academic 
dishonesty including, but not limited to, cheating on 
assignments/tests, plagiarism, collusion, and falsification of 
information will call for disciplinary action.  Disciplinary action 
imposed may include one or more of the following: written 
reprimand, loss of credit for assignment/test, termination 
from course, and probation, suspension, or expulsion from 
the College.  For further explanation of this and other 
conduct codes, please refer to the Student Handbook. 
 

CELLULAR PHONES AND PAGERS/BEEPERS, MP3 PLAYERS, 

CD’S AND HEADPHONES:  Cellular phones, pagers/beepers, 
MP3 Players, CD’s and headphones are not permitted to be 
turned on or used within the clinical setting.  Students may 
not receive or send telephone calls, text messages, or pages 
during clinical.  They are responsible for turning off any 
electronic device upon entering the clinical site.  Unless 
required for a course, MP3 players, CD’s and headphones 
are not allowed in any clinical setting at any time.  Use of 
these devices during clinical time will be considered a 
violation of the student code as it relates to “disruptive 
behavior.”   

 

 

CLASS/LAB 

PROCEDURES: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Students are required to turn in time cards every Monday.  
Failure to have the card signed will result in the student being 
counted absent for that day.  Also if incomplete time cards or 
no time card are turned in on Monday your “Clinical 
Documentation” grade will drop one point per day not turned 
in or completed.  If a student is found obtaining a signature 
for another student, both students will be subject to 
disciplinary action.  Any student found changing information 
on the card after it has been signed or falsifying any 
information, will be subject to disciplinary action.  Two 
failures to turn in a correctly filled out card on time will result 
in a clinical absence being recorded which must be made up 
as all absences. 
           
At the clinical site, the student will change into scrub apparel 
and will be required to wear white duty shoes under their 
shoe covers.  Protective eyewear must be worn at all time 
when scrubbed.  They must be washed with soap between 
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cases.  Failure to wear the protective eyewear or change into 
scrub apparel will result in being given a warning for the 1

st
 

offense and dropped from the program for the 2
nd

 offense.  
  
If a student has an exposure incident during clinical, the 
instructor must be notified immediately.  Also the student will 
be treated according to hospital policy and should notify 
Compendium. 
 

Student Dress for Clinical   
1. Student must wear the approved SCC student uniform to 
 the clinical site. 
2.  White knee-high stockings or plain white socks are worn 
 with uniform.  No footies or ankle socks allowed.   
3.  All students wear solid white shoes with no color wrapping 
 or design. 
4.  Undergarments (color or design) shall not be visible 
 through the student uniform. 
5.  Lab coat is worn to clinical, when required by clinical 
 agency. 
6.  All shoes must be in good repair, clean, and polished at 
 all  time.  All shoes must have enclosed toe and heel. 
7.  One pair of pierced stud earrings may be worn in the 
 lowest part of the ear lobe (one per ear) if they are pearl, 
 silver, gold, or colored gemstones. 
8.  Plain wedding bands.  No other visible adornment is 
 allowed. 
9.  Hair must be off the collar and secured.  Males students 
 must be clean-shaven and/or have neatly groomed 
 mustache/beard. 
10. Hair shall be secured by pulling back with white, metal, or 
 tortoise-shell colored clips only.  No additional hair 
 ornaments are approved. 
11. Fingernails must not extend beyond fingertips.  No acrylic 
 nails or nail polish. 
12. Students skin must be in good condition.  Lesions on the 
 face, hands, or forearms will prevent the student from 
 attending clinical. 
13. No neck and ankle jewelry allowed. 
14. No visible tattoos or body piercing jewelry allowed. 
15. Students, who smoke, shall not smoke while in uniform 
 and on clinical agency property. 
16. No perfumes, colognes or strong men’s toiletries are 
 permitted in the clinical setting. 
17. No chewing gum is permitted in clinical settings. 
18. Students should adhere to this dress code at all times 
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 when in clinical areas. 
          
During the two semesters of clinical experience the student 
may rotate through the following areas:  Spartanburg 
Regional Medical Center (SRMC) Operating Room; SRMC 
Labor and Delivery; SRMC Sterile Processing; SRMC 
Endoscopy Unit; Spartanburg Urology Center, Ambulatory 
Surgery Center; Mary Black Memorial Hospital (MBMH) 
Operating Room; Mary Black Memorial Hospital Outpatient 
Surgery; Mary Black Family Birthing Center.  If students live 
in Cherokee County, Union County, or near Tryon, North 
Carolina, they can do several weeks of clinical in these 
hospitals.  An optional rotation through physicians' offices 
may be available. 
          
During the two semesters of clinical experience, the students 
spend the majority of their time in the operating room.  They 
are expected to scrub on every case that is available.  Their 

goal is to have a minimum of 120 cases broken down as 
follows:  General Surgery – 30, Surgical Specialties – 90 

Minimum # of First Scrub Cases Required: General Surgery 

-  20, Surgical Specialties – 60, Maximum # of Second 

Scrub Cases that can be applied towards 120 total cases:  
General surgery – 10, Surgical Specialties – 30, 10 
Diagnostic Endoscopy cases may be applied toward the 
second scrub cases, and 5 vaginal delivery cases may be 
applied toward the second scrub cases. 
          
During the two semesters of clinical experience, the students 
will be responsible for turning in eleven, Surgical Procedure - 
Student Case Study Reports on the form provided.  Due 
dates will be assigned.  Late or incomplete reports will drop 
one letter grade for each day not turned in or completed. 
                         
During the clinical experience, the students are required to 
keep a record of the types of cases on which they scrub and 
circulate.  A clinical case log is provided and must be 
updated by each Monday.  Also a Clinical Experience Record 
must be filled out daily and turned in each Monday.  Late or 
incomplete reports will drop one letter grade for each day not 
turned in or completed.   
 
During the clinical experience, the students will complete a 
Circulating Duties Clinical Check Off Sheet.  A preceptor will 
sign and date the sheet as the students perform each duty.  
The sheet must be completed prior to the end of clinical. 
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PROFESSIONAL 

MEMBERSHIP AND 

ATTENDANCE OF 

PROFESSIONAL 

MEETINGS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLINICAL 

AFFILIATE'S RIGHTS 

IN STUDENT 

EVALUATION: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
During the clinical experience, the students will be 
responsible for obtaining preceptor evaluations each week.  
These area specific forms along with a return envelope are 
to be given to one preceptor per week and the preceptor will 
be responsible for returning it to the clinical faculty.  Students 
should keep a record of the names and dates of who 
received the forms in case they have not been returned by 
the end of the semester. 
 
Spelling continues to be an important portion of the grade.  
Accuracy, especially with medical terms, and correct 
grammar is essential.  
 
All students are required to join the Association of Surgical  
Technologists and must attend professional organization  
meetings and workshops as indicated by the instructor.                  
All graduates of the program are required to take the 
National Certification Exam. 

 

All students are required to purchase a new uniform for the 
pinning ceremony at the beginning of their last semester.  
Students will not be allowed to participate in ceremony if new 
uniform is not purchased.  All students must purchase the 
same color and same style of uniform for ceremony.  This 
uniform color and style must first be approved by the 
Program Director prior to ordering.  If class cannot agree on 
style or color the Program Director will choose for the entire 
class. 
          

In compliance with the written agreement between 
Spartanburg Community College and affiliated hospitals (or 
other health facilities), be advised that the hospital "reserves 
the privilege of referring to Spartanburg Community College 
any student found to be lacking in ability to develop qualities 
essential for the Health Sciences program in which he is 
enrolled or for failure or unwillingness to conform to the 
regulations of the hospital" and "has the right to recommend 
withdrawal of any student for reasons of  unsatisfactory 
performance, violation of policies, or other misconduct.  Any 
recommendation shall be presented in writing to the Dean of 
Health Sciences Technology Division of Spartanburg 
Community College." 
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PERFORMANCE OF 

UNAURTHORIZED 

PROCEDURES: 

 

A student who is dismissed from the clinical affiliation for 
reasons cited above will be terminated from the program and 
not allowed to re-enter. 
 
The performance of any unauthorized or unsupervised 
procedures during clinical (practicum) training will result in 
immediate suspension from the program.  Unauthorized 
procedures will include the use of a computer code assigned 
to someone else or letting anyone use the computer code 
assigned to you.     

 
 

ACCOMMODATIONS: 

 

Students who need special accommodations in this class 
because of a documented disability should notify Student 
Disability Services. You may contact Student Disability 
Services by calling, (864) 592-4811, toll-free 1-800-922-
3679; via email through the Spartanburg Community College 
web site at www.sccsc.edu/SDS/; or by visiting the office 
located in the Dan Lee Terhune Student Services Building, 
room 112 of the Spartanburg Community College campus.  
By contacting Student Disability Services early in the 
semester, students with disabilities give the College an 
opportunity to provide necessary support services and 
appropriate accommodations. 

 

http://www.sccsc.edu/SDS/
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COURSE 

COMPETENCIES & 

OBJECTIVES: 

Upon satisfactory completion of this course, the student 

will be able to: 
 
    I.     Prepare the operating room for the surgical procedure 
  by obtaining all necessary supplies and equipment. 
         
  1.   Distinguish various surgical procedures. 
  2.   Assess surgical supplies needed for various  
   surgical procedures. 
    3.   Evaluate the equipment needed for various  
   surgical procedures. 
 
 II. Set up the case. 
          
    1.   Open sterile supplies without contamination. 
    2.   Perform a surgical scrub. 
    3.   Don gown and gloves. 
    4.   Set up the mayo stand and back table as needed 
   for various surgical procedures. 
 
  III.  Assist the surgeon effectively when scrubbed. 
          
    1.   Gown and glove the surgeons. 
    2.   Prep and drape the patient for various surgical  
   procedures. 
    3.   Anticipate the needs of the surgeon. 
    4.   Accurately pass the correct instruments and  
   supplies. 
    5.   Assist with hemostasis, retraction, and gentle  
   tissue handling. 
 
   IV.  Assist the registered nurse when circulating. 
          
  1.   Prepare the unsterile field for various surgical  
   procedures. 
    2.   Transfer the patient to the operating room bed. 
    3.   Assist anesthesia personnel with induction as  
   needed. 
    4.   Perform urinary catheterization as needed. 
    5.   Position the patient properly. 
    6.   Perform the skin prep. 
    7.   Keep accurate records of the case. 
    8.   Accompany the patient to the post-anesthesia  
   care unit. 
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    V.  Assist in the decontamination of the room   
  postoperatively. 
     
    1.   Break down the mayo stand and back table. 
    2.   Dispose of sharps accurately. 
    3.   Discard disposables properly. 
    4.   Prepare instruments for reprocessing. 
    5.   Decontaminate floor and equipment as needed. 
      
 VI. Assist in the preparation of the patient during labor  
  and delivery. 
     
  1.   Admit the patient to the labor room. 
    2.   Take and record vital signs and fetal heart times. 
    3.   Assist with patient monitoring. 
    4.   Prepare the delivery room. 
    5.   Assist the surgeon with the delivery. 
    6.   Assist with post partum care of the patient. 
             
  VII. Decontaminate, prepare, and sterilize supplies used  
  in surgery.  
 
    1.   Terminally sterilize surgical instruments using the 
   washer sterilizer and ultrasonic cleaner. 
    2.   Assemble instrument trays. 
    3.   Wrap supplies for sterilization. 
    4.   Load the sterilizer properly. 
    5.   Sterilizer supplies using various methods of  
   sterilization. 
    6.   Assemble case carts for various surgical   
   procedures. 
  

 

 


