
 
 

NURSERY OPERATIONS 

evised  Revised 8/9/2010 

 C - L - CR 

 2 - 3 - 3 
 

COURSE 

NUMBER: 

HRT 132 

 

PRE-

REQUISITE(S): 

HRT 105, HRT 110 

 

CO-

REQUISITE(S): 

NONE 

 

COURSE 

DESCRIPTIONS 

This course is a study of nursery (retail and wholesale) and 
greenhouse operations and management. Operational 
details of plant production, management principles, and 
chemical safety are covered. 
Emphasis is on producing container and field-grown plants 
and the retail sales of these and other garden products. 

 

TEXTBOOK(S): Avent, Tony,  So You Want to Start a Nursery.    
Timber Press. Portland, Oregon.  2003 
 
 

 

REFERENCE(S): NONE 

 

OTHER 

REQUIRED 

MATERIALS, 

TOOLS, 

AND 

EQUIPMENT: 

 
 
NONE 

 

METHOD OF 

INSTRUCTION: 

This course will be taught with lecture, power point 
presentations, field trips, projects, and lab work. 

 

GRADING 

SYSTEM: 

90 - 100 = A 
80 - 89 = B 
70 - 79 = C 
60 - 69 = D 
Below - 60 = F 
Note:  No student may receive an “A” in this course if they 
receive any low marks on the Professional Evaluation Rating. 
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GRADE 

CALCULATION 

METHOD: 

Four Quizzes 
Nursery Interview 
Trips Photo Project 

= 
= 
= 

40% 
10% 

   10%   

 

Lab Exercises = 30%  
Professional Rating = 10%  
 = 100%  
    
 

 

ATTENDANCE 

POLICY: 

 

Students are required to have punctual and regular 
attendance in all classes, laboratories, field trips, and other 
class activities.  The College does not have an official 
attendance policy; except that it is the student’s responsibility 
to withdraw from a class and a student can not officially 
withdraw from a class after 75% of the semester.  However, 
attendance will be kept and therefore, the student is 
responsible for notifying instructors of absences and 
completing work missed. 
 
In lieu of the college’s no attendance policy, the horticulture 
department has a 75% attendance and participation 
requirement in order to receive a “C” or higher grade for the 
course.  If a student exceeds this percentage of absences 
and thus the course work and participation, then they will not 
receive a “C” or higher grade for the course.  This is a 
requirement due to the tremendous hands on learning 
exercises provided in all horticulture classes.  
 
Students are tardy if not in class at the time the class is 
scheduled to begin.  Tardy students are admitted to class at 
the discretion of the instructor.   
 
If a student misses a test or an assignment, he must check 
with the instructor to see when he can make up the work and 
make arrangements to do so.  The missed assignment must 
be made up within a week or the student receives a zero (0) 
for that assignment.  It is up to the instructor of the course to 
decide whether or not an excuse for the missed assignment 
is acceptable.   
 

Absences for Religious Holidays:  Students who are absent 
from class in order to observe religious holidays are 
responsible for the content of any activities missed and for 
the completion of assignments occurring during the period of 
absence.  Students who anticipate their observance of 
religious holidays will cause them to be absent from class 
and do not wish such absences to penalize their status in 
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class should adhere to the following guidelines: 
 

1. Observance of religious holidays resulting in three or 
fewer consecutive absences:  Discuss the situation 
with the instructor and provide written notice at least 
one week prior to the absence(s).  Develop (in writing) 
an instructor-approved plan which outlines the make 
up of activities and assignments. 

 
2. Observances of religious holidays resulting in four or 

more consecutive absences:  Discuss the situation 
with the instructor and provide the instructor with 
written notice within the first 10 days of the academic 
term.  Develop an instructor-approved plan which 
outlines the make up of activities and assignments. 

 
 

ACADEMIC 

CONDUCT:  

 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:  Students are expected to uphold the 
integrity of the College's standard of conduct, specifically in 
regards to academic honesty.  All forms of academic 
dishonesty including, but not limited to, cheating on 
assignments/tests, plagiarism, collusion, and falsification of 
information will call for disciplinary action.  Disciplinary action 
imposed may include one or more of the following: written 
reprimand, loss of credit for assignment/test, termination 
from course, and probation, suspension, or expulsion from 
the College.  For further explanation of this and other 
conduct codes, please refer to the Student Handbook. 
 

CELLULAR PHONES AND PAGERS/BEEPERS:  Cellular phones, 
pagers and beepers are not permitted to be turned on or 
used within the Classroom, Lab or Field Trips.  Use of these 
devices during classroom time will be considered a violation 
of the student code as it relates to “disruptive behavior.” 
 

COURSE PROJECTS :  Failure to submit a project before the 
conclusion of the semester will result in an “F”, unless the 
instructor concludes extenuating circumstances to be the 
reason. In that case, the student will receive an “I”.  The 
student must submit the project by the end of the following 
semester or the grade automatically becomes an “F”. 
   

 

CLASS/LAB 

PROCEDURES: 

Appropriate clothing and footwear should be worn on lab 
days since labs will involve outside work in the garden and 
nursery production area.  Appropriate safety equipment and 
techniques should be used as deemed necessary. 
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ACCOMMODATIONS: 

 

Students who need special accommodations in this class 
because of a documented disability should notify Student 
Disability Services. You may contact Student Disability 
Services by calling, (864) 592-4811, toll-free 1-800-922-
3679; via email through the Spartanburg Community College 
web site at www.sccsc.edu/SDS/; or by visiting the office 
located in the Dan Lee Terhune Student Services Building, 
room 112 of the Spartanburg Community College campus.  
By contacting Student Disability Services early in the 
semester, students with disabilities give the College an 
opportunity to provide necessary support services and 
appropriate accommodations 

 

INSTRUCTOR INFO:  Jay Moore,  Office A-20a, (864)592-4281, moorej@sccsc.edu 

http://www.sccsc.edu/SDS/
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COURSE 

COMPETENCIES & 

OBJECTIVES: 

Upon satisfactory completion of this course, the student 

will be able to: 
 

I. Review the issues facing the nursery industry today   
       and recognize the progress made in this industry. 

1. Explain the continuing  solutions to problems facing 
   the nurseryman. 

2.   Describe the advances made in all segments of this 
      industry. 
3.  Discuss and analyze ways to keep current with nursery 
trends and technologies. 

 
II. Choose a site, physical structures, equipment and supplies 

to successfully establish various nursery 
     operations. 

1. Compare site selection, structures, equipment and 
   supplies to do a container nursery operation, a 
   field nursery operation and a pot-in-pot field nursery 
   operation. 

 2.  Give advantages and disadvantages of each type 
      operation. 

 
3. Discuss the location of a nursery and the importance of      
location associated with nursery type. 

 
 
III. Explain the cultural techniques to successfully produce 

     crops in a nursery operation. 
1. Select proper growing media for nursery crops 
2. Choose irrigation systems for growing nursery crops. 
3. Determine how to produce quality plants. 
4.  Compare overwintering structures and techniques to 
     protect nursery crops. 
5   Choose control techniques and pesticides to protect 
      crops from pests and weeds. 
6. Examine various means to market nursery plants. 
7. Discuss monitoring techniques for nursery crops. 
8. Understand timing of crops (turnover) and investment 

times involved. 
 

IV. Determine the facilities and methods required to 
successfully display and sell various plants and hardgoods 
in a retail nursery or garden center. 
1. Visit some retail nurseries to observe their successful 

facilities and display techniques and explain their 
uniqueness. 

2. Compare retail nurseries, garden centers, and 
   mass merchants as to value, plant quality, customer 
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   service and plant selection. 
 

3. Survey retail garden centre trends in Europe associated 
with the following: 

a. Layout of the European Model 
b. Sections of the stores and how they tie into the 

scheme or theme 
c. Product mix and offerings 
d. Public perception of European model United States 

 
V. Have a clear understanding of nursery management 

including the following aspects 
1. Employees 
2. Insurance 
3. Sales Growth positive and negative aspects 
4. How to drive sales 
5. Communication within the nursery 
6. Proactive planning 
7. Pricing of nursery crops. 
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