
 

 

Oral Medicine/Oral Biology 
 

3-0-3  
 
05/13/13  

 
COURSE NUMBER: DAT 123 
 
PREREQUISITE(S): 
 

Successful completion of earlier program requirements. 

 
CO-REQUISITE(S): 
 

None 

 
COURSE 
DESCRIPTIONS 

This course presents a basic study of oral pathology, 
pharmacology, nutrition and common emergencies as 
related to the role of the dental assistant. 

 
TEXTBOOK(S): Textbook information can be found on the Book Inn web site 

at http://www.sccsc.edu/resources/bookstore. It will also be 
included on the course syllabus addendum distributed by 
the instructor. 
     

REFERENCE(S): Donna J. Phinney, Judy H. Halstead.  Dental Assisting: A 
Comprehensive Approach.  3rd ed. Delmar Cengage 
Learning, 2007.  ISBN: 9781418048730            

 
OTHER REQUIRED 
MATERIALS, TOOLS, 
AND EQUIPMENT: 

Computer with Internet access, Internet Explorer 7.0 or 
higher or other current browser, Java, word processing 
software (must be able to save Word and PDF format), and 
anti-virus software.  Some Assignments will be submitted to 
you as a PDF file and you will submit the assignment back 
as a PDF file.  
 

METHOD OF 
INSTRUCTION: 

Online. This course will cover oral medicine/oral biology as a 
dental assistant’s approach. The online format is designed 
for the independent learner. Students should have basic 
computer skills and be highly motivated and disciplined in 
this course. 
 
The material provided online is supplemental to the 
required text. The course schedules and guidelines will 
help the student progress through the course. The course 
has a schedule with specific due dates for projects, 
quizzes and tests.  
 



 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
SPARTANBURG COMMUNITY COLLEGE, SPARTANBURG, SOUTH CAROLINA 

The Blackboard portion of the course will become available 
to the student the first day of the semester. The online format 
allows the student some flexibility in “class attendance.” 
Attendance is essential to successful completion of this 
course and thus the student should log in to the course a 
minimum of three times per week.  
 
Blackboard is your online classroom. Here you will find the 
following:  
 
Course Syllabus –  
You are currently reading the Course Syllabus. It will be 
posted in your online classroom to give you an overview of 
the online classroom setup.   
Learning Modules:  This is where you will spend most of 
time.  I will post assignments, quizzes, worksheets 
discussion topics, activities, test and other pertinent items 
for each chapter inside the learning module tool inside 
Blackboard. There is a module for each chapter and also a 
module for the final exam. 

Test:  All course tests including the final examination will 
be administered in the East Building room E3 SCC 
Testing Center Central Campus in the online format.  
Quizzes and Assignments:  Students must complete both 
quizzes and assignments by the due date. Note: Students 
do not have to complete assignments nor quizzes in the 
testing center.   
Calendar: The calendar tool is used to help you keep up 
with specific due dates for assignments, quizzes, test and 
reports that will be posted.  
Discussion- 
Students should plan to communicate with the instructor 
and with other classmates in 3 discussions case studies 
located under Learning module for Chapters 29, 30 and 17.  
Post replies to the appropriate case study topic created by 
your instructor.  Other students from the class will then 
have the opportunity to post a response for the entire class 
to view.   
Projects:   You will be assigned 3 projects which will be 
graded as a portion of your quiz grade. These are 
mandatory and a zero will be given for each project that is 
not received by the calendar deadline.  Some projects will 

require some campus classroom work in Health Sciences 
Building Room 130 on the SCC Central Campus. 
Instructions will be placed under Start Here icon inside 
Blackboard. 
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Mail: The Blackboard mail tool is where you will post 
questions or comments to me or another student enrolled in 
DAT 123.  
Activities /Worksheets 
 Will be used as an optional portion of your assignment 
grade. Will be used as an optional portion of your 
assignment grade.  Students will submit them using the 
mail tool in Blackboard 

 
 

 

GRADING SYSTEM: 94 - 100 = A 
85 - 93 = B 
80 - 84 = C 

D 75 - 79 = 
Below - 0 = F 

 
No Grades will be rounded off 
 

GRADE CALCULATION 
METHOD: 

 

Medical Emergency Exam = 25%  

Assignments =  10%  

Quizzes/Projects/Discussions = 15%  

Unit Tests = 50%  

 =  100%  
  

CONFIDENTIALITY: All students’ e-mail addresses may be available to other 
students in the class.  Although some assignments in an 
online course may encourage or require peer 
communication, the instructor will make every effort to 
protect the confidentiality of any personal communication 
(for example, grades).  However, you should recognize that 
e-mail and other electronic media are not secure; there is no 
guarantee of the privacy of your e-mail or other personal 
information. 

 
 
APPROPRIATE ONLINE 
BEHAVIOR: 

The use of Spartanburg Community College’s website, e-
mail service or course management software for creation 
and/or distribution of material not pertaining to course 
participation is prohibited and is grounds for dismissal 
according to College policy under “disruptive behavior.”  
Such actions, include, but are not limited to: 
 

 Inappropriate use of email and discussion boards for: 
 Harassment 
 Unlawful solicitation 
 “Spamming” 
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 “Flaming” 

 Use of online editing tools within the course 
management software to: 
 Create offensive material 
 Link to inappropriate materials 

  
ATTENDANCE POLICY: 
 

An electronic e-mail is required from each student to the 
instructor by the end of the drop/add period.  At this time the 
Instructor will drop the student from the course if it is not 
received.   
 
It is essential that the student log into the course a minimum 
of three times per week to complete projects, quizzes and/or 
test.  
 
Instructors maintain attendance records.  However, it is the 
student’s responsibility to withdraw from a course.  A student 
who stops attending the online class and fails to initiate a 
withdrawal will remain on the class roster.  With this in mind, 
for every assignment, test or exam not completed while still 
enrolled in the course the student will receive a grade of 
zero and the final course grade will be calculated 
accordingly. 
 
Withdrawal Policy:  During the first 75% of the course, a 
student may initiate withdrawal and receive a grade of W.  A 
student cannot initiate a withdrawal during the last 25% of 
the course.  Extenuating circumstances require 
documentation and approval by the appropriate department 
head and academic dean. 

 
ACADEMIC CONDUCT: ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:  Students are expected to 

uphold the integrity of the College's standard of conduct, 
specifically in regards to academic honesty.  All forms of 
academic dishonesty including, but not limited to, cheating 
on assignments/tests, plagiarism, collusion, and falsification 
of information will call for disciplinary action.  Disciplinary 
action imposed may include one or more of the following: 
written reprimand, loss of credit for assignment/test, 
termination from course, and probation, suspension, or 
expulsion from the College.  For further explanation of this 
and other conduct codes, please refer to the Student 
Planner and Handbook. 

 
CLASS/LAB 
PROCEDURES: 

Projects will be completed on campus in Health Sciences 
Building Room 130 on the SCC Central Campus as 

http://www.sccsc.edu/Media/Website%20Resources/images/Publications/Student_Planner_and_Handbook.pdf
http://www.sccsc.edu/Media/Website%20Resources/images/Publications/Student_Planner_and_Handbook.pdf
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instructed. The due date will be posted on the calendar tool 
and also in the assessment tool section of Blackboard. 

 
ACCOMMODATIONS: 
 

Students who need special accommodations in this class 
because of a documented disability should notify Student 
Disability Services by calling (864) 592-4818, toll-free 1-800-
922-3679; via email through the Spartanburg Community 
College web site at www.sccsc.edu/resources/disabilities; or 
by visiting the office located in the East Building Room 30-B 
on the SCC Central campus.  By contacting Student 
Disability Services early in the semester, students with 
disabilities give the College an opportunity to provide 
necessary support services and appropriate 
accommodations. 

 
 

COURSE OUTCOMES 
& OBJECTIVES: 

Upon satisfactory completion of this course, the student will 
be able to: 
 

I. Identify the medically and physically compromised 
patient.   
 

 Pronounce, define, and spell the Key Terms.  

 Describe the stages of aging in the older population.  

 Describe orally related conditions that affect the older 

 patient.  

 Describe the importance of the medical history for the 

 medically compromised patient.  

 Describe the major medical disorders that can affect 
a patient's oral health.  

 Describe the type of dental management a medically 
compromised patient would receive. 

 
II. Use pharmacology references. Describe drugs 

commonly used in dentistry. 
 

 Pronounce, define, and spell the Key Terms.  
 Differentiate between a drug's chemical, generic, and 

brand or trade names.  
 List each part of a prescription.  
 Describe the use of drug reference materials.  
 Describe the stages a drug goes through in the body.  
 Describe how medications are administered.  
 List the commonly prescribed drugs in dentistry.  
 List the commonly prescribed drugs in medicine.  
 Define the DEA, and explain why drugs are 

http://www.sccsc.edu/resources/disabilities
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categorized in five schedules of the Controlled 
Substance Act.  

 Describe the effects of drug use.  
 Cite relevant factors in determining the dosage of a 

drug. 
 

III. Identify major medical conditions that can affect 
patient treatment and how to assist during a medical 
emergency. 
 

 Pronounce, define, and spell the Key Terms.  
 Describe the preventive measures taken for a 

medical emergency that commonly occur during 
dental treatment.  

 List the qualifications that a dental assistant must 
have for emergency preparedness.  

 Describe the common signs and symptoms of an 
emergency and how to recognize them.  

 List the basic items that must be included in an 
emergency kit.  

 Discuss the use of a defibrillator in an emergency 
situation.  

 Describe how one should respond to specific 
emergencies. 

 
IV. Define and recognize vital signs principles.  

 
 Pronounce, define, and spell the Key Terms.  
 List the four vital signs routinely taken in the dental 

office.  
 Describe how metabolism affects a patient's vital 

signs.  
 Discuss three types of thermometers.  
 List common pulse sites used for taking a pulse.  
 Describe the characteristics of the pulse that you 

would look for in taking a patient's pulse.  
 Describe the characteristics of respiration, and 

explain how they affect a patient's breathing.  
 Describe the best way to obtain accurate readings of          

respiration.  
 Explain the importance of taking a patient's blood 

pressure.  
 Differentiate the Korotkoff sounds heard when one is 

taking a patient's blood pressure.  
 Discuss additional techniques used to assess a 

patient's health status. 
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V. Identify pain control and anesthetic techniques in 

dentistry 
 

 Define, pronounce, and spell the Key Terms.  
 Discuss the importance of pain control in dentistry.  
 Describe the composition and application of topical 

anesthetics.  
 Discuss the composition and application of local 

anesthetic agents.  
 Describe nitrous oxide/oxygen sedation and its use in 

dentistry.  
 Discuss the importance of reducing the dental team's 

exposure to nitrous oxide.  
 Discuss intravenous sedation and its use in dentistry.  
 Discuss general anesthesia and its use in dentistry. 

 
VI. Identify possible diseases of the teeth, dental pulp, 

oral tissues, and their effects on dental health. 
 

 Pronounce, define, and spell the Key Terms.  
 Explain why oral pathology is important for the dental 

assistant.  
 Explain why categories of diagnostic information are 

necessary.  
 Describe the warning symptoms of oral cancer.  
 Describe the types of oral lesions.  
 Name five lesions that are associated with HIV/AIDS.  
 Describe the appearance of lesions associated with 

the use of smokeless tobacco.  
 Describe three conditions associated with the tongue.  
 Identify two oral conditions related to nutritional 

factors.  
 Recognize developmental disorders of the dentition.  
 List and define three anomalies that affect the 

number of teeth.  
 List and define five anomalies related to the shape of 

the teeth.  
 Define, describe, and identify the developmental 

anomalies discussed in this chapter.  
 Describe the oral conditions of a patient with bulimia.  
 Describe the classic signs of inflammation.  
 Differentiate between chronic and acute inflammation.  
 Identify the oral effects of methamphetamine use. 

 


