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COURSE NUMBER: AHS 110 
 
PREREQUISITE(S): Admission into Radiologic Technology Program. 
 
CO-REQUISITE(S): None 
 
COURSE 
DESCRIPTIONS:

 
This course provides a study of the procedures and 
techniques used in the general care of the patient. 
 

 
TEXTBOOK(S): Ehrlich, Ruth Ann, Ellen Doble McCloskey and Joan A. Daly. 

Patient Care in Radiography. 7th Ed.  St. Louis: 
Mosby, 2009. 

 
REFERENCE(S): None 

 
 
OTHER REQUIRED 
MATERIALS, TOOLS, 
AND EQUIPMENT:

 
 
Pencil for all tests, computer with internet access 

 
METHOD OF 
INSTRUCTION:

 
This course involves 30 hours of lecture and labs, which will 
be supplemented with discussions, demonstrations and 
group activities. 

 
94 - 100 = A 
85 - 93 = B 
75 - 84 = C 
70 - 74 = D 

GRADING SYSTEM:

Below - 70 = F 
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Because AHS 110 is a major course in the Radiologic 
Technology curriculum, a grade of 75 or higher must be 
achieved to continue in the Program. 
 
There will be three tests given in addition to a comprehensive 
final examination.  Any student with a test average of 94 or 
higher may choose to exempt the final examination with the 
instructor’s approval.  The following percentages indicate the 
grade calculation for this course. 

 
Test One = 25%  
Test Two = 25%  
Test Three = 25%  
Vital signs/Quizzes 
Final Examination 

= 
= 

10%
15%

 

 = 100%  

GRADE 
CALCULATION 
METHOD: 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
ATTENDANCE 
POLICY: 
 

It is the policy of all program faculty that no individual test 
grades or course grades are rounded to a whole number.  
 
 
Students are responsible for punctual and regular attendance 
in all classes, laboratories, field trips, and other class 
activities.  The College does not grant excused absences; 
therefore, students are urged to reserve their absences for 
emergencies.  When illness or other emergencies occur, the 
student is responsible for notifying instructors and completing 
work missed.   
 
Instructors maintain attendance records.  However, it is the 
student’s responsibility to withdraw from a course.  A student 
who stops attending the online class and fails to initiate a 
withdrawal will remain on the class roster.  With this in mind, 
for every assignment, test or exam not completed while still 
enrolled in the course the student will receive a grade of zero 
and the final course grade will be calculated accordingly. 
  
Withdrawal Policy:  During the first 75% of the course, a 
student may initiate withdrawal and receive a grade of W.  A 
student cannot initiate a withdrawal during the last 25% of the 
course.  Extenuating circumstances require documentation 
and approval by the appropriate department head and 
academic dean. 
 
Students are tardy if not in class at the time the class is 
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scheduled to begin. Tardy students are admitted to class 
at the discretion of the instructor.   
 
If a student is absent due to sickness or emergency on the 
day of an assigned test, the student must notify the 
appropriate instructor prior to the absence. (The student must 
speak directly with the specific instructor. If the instructor is 
not available to answer the call, a message may be left on 
the instructor's voice mail indicating the time/day the student 
called.) The student is expected to make-up the examination 
the day that the student returns to campus. No arrangements 
will be made for the make-up examination in the event that 
the student is absent without prior notification. A grade of 
zero (0) will be recorded for that test. 
                 
Absences for Religious Holidays:  Students who are absent 
from class in order to observe religious holidays are 
responsible for the content of any activities missed and for 
the completion of assignments occurring during the period of 
absence.  Students who anticipate their observance of 
religious holidays will cause them to be absent from class 
and do not wish such absences to penalize their status in 
class should adhere to the following guidelines: 
 

1. Observance of religious holidays resulting in three or 
fewer consecutive absences:  Discuss the situation 
with the instructor and provide written notice at least 
one week prior to the absence(s).  Develop (in writing) 
and instructor-approved plan which outlines the make 
up of activities and assignments. 

2.  
3. Observances of religious holidays resulting in four or 

more consecutive absences:  Discuss the situation 
with the instructor and provide the instructor with 
written notice within the first 10 days of the academic 
term.  Develop an instructor-approved plan which 
outlines the make up of activities and assignments. 

 
ACADEMIC 
CONDUCT:  
 

 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:  Students are expected to uphold the 
integrity of the College's standard of conduct, specifically in 
regards to academic honesty.  All forms of academic 
dishonesty including, but not limited to, cheating on 
assignments/tests, plagiarism, collusion, and falsification of 
information will call for disciplinary action.  Disciplinary action 
imposed may include one or more of the following: written 
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reprimand, loss of credit for assignment/test, termination from 
course, and probation, suspension, or expulsion from the 
College.  For further explanation of this and other conduct 
codes, please refer to the Student Handbook. 
 
CELLULAR PHONES AND PAGERS/BEEPERS:  Cellular phones, 
pagers and beepers are not permitted to be turned on or 
used within the classroom.  Use of these devices during 
classroom time will be considered a violation of the student 
code as it relates to “disruptive behavior.”  This policy also 
applies to all clinical assignments.   

 
CLASS/LAB 
PROCEDURES:

 
Sessions utilizing the radiographic lab may be scheduled. 
Each student is responsible for his/her participation in the 
lab. 
 

ACCOMMODATIONS: 
 

Students who need special accommodations in this class 
because of a documented disability should notify Student 
Disability Services. You may contact Student Disability 
Services by calling, (864) 592-4811, toll-free 1-800-922-
3679; via email through the Spartanburg Community College 
web site at www.sccsc.edu/SDS/; or by visiting the office 
located in the Dan Lee Terhune Student Services Building, 
room 112 of the Spartanburg Community College campus.  
By contacting Student Disability Services early in the 
semester, students with disabilities give the College an 
opportunity to provide necessary support services and 
appropriate accommodations. 

 
 
COURSE 
COMPETENCIES & 
OBJECTIVES:

Upon satisfactory completion of this course, the student 
will be able to: 
 
I.  Demonstrate appropriate patient interactions. 
  
 1.  Describe traits of professionalism for the radiographer.  
 2.  Describe Maslow's hierarchy. 
 3. Give examples of how Maslow's hierarchy relates to  
  both the patient and the radiographer. 
 4. Relate differences between the needs of inpatients and 
  outpatients. 
 5. Compare and contrast between verbal and nonverbal  
  communication. 
 6. Specify ways to adapt communication to fit the patient's 
  needs. 
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 7. Relate the grieving process to patient care within the  
  Radiology Department. 
 8. Describe the role of the radiographer in taking a   
 patient's clinical history. 
 9. Distinguish between subjective data and objective  
  data. 
 10. Demonstrate how to take a history appropriate to a  
  specific procedure. 
 11. Define ethics in regard to the radiographer. 
 12. Describe the pertinent aspects of human diversity and  
  how it influences the quality of patient care. 
 13. List specific intentional and non-intentional acts that  
  may occur in a Radiology Department. 
 14. Identify the importance of the patient's Bill of Rights. 
 15. Indicate the importance of valid and implied consent. 
 16. State the importance of incident reports.   
 17. List key components of a patient’s health record in  
  acute care. 
 18. Identify the legal aspects of health records.       
 
II.  Indicate radiographic considerations for performing 
 studies on the pediatric patient.  
  

1.  List the steps necessary to achieve good rapport  
  between the child and radiographer, as well as the  
  parent and radiographer. 
2. Recognize methods used as immobilization for 
 controlling movement of the child. 
3. Describe basic patient care for pediatric radiography.  
4. Review radiation protection measures specific to 
 pediatric radiography. 
5. Review procedures for standard examinations, and for 
 examinations requiring contrast media, specific to 
 pediatrics. 

          
III.  Indicate radiographic considerations for performing  
 studies on the geriatric patient.  
   
 1. Describe the key considerations when radiographing  
  the geriatric patient. 
 2. Review Maslow's Hierarchy as it relates to geriatric  
  patients. 

4. Recognize methods used to aid in the comfort of a 
geriatric patient. 

5. Describe the procedures for standard examinations, 
and for examinations requiring contrast media, specific 
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to geriatrics. 
6. Describe basic patient care for geriatric radiography.  

 
IV.  Demonstrate proper methods for safety, transfer, and 
 positioning of a patient. 
                 

1. Identify the concepts of body mechanics. 
2. Compare and contrast the proper patient identification 
 for inpatients and outpatients. 
3. Describe the basic principles of proper lifting and 
 transfer techniques. 
4. Demonstrate the procedure for the following 
 situations: 

a. Patient to sit from a recumbent position. 
b. Patient into and out of a wheelchair. 
c. Patient from stretcher to radiographic table. 

5. Illustrate the technique used for gowning a patient in 
 preparation for a radiographic procedure. 
6. Define terms related to patient positions. 
7. List complications that may arise from improper 
 patient positioning. 
8. Describe proper immobilization techniques for 
 patients. 

 
V.  Demonstrate the correct technique for evaluating and 
 meeting the physical needs of the patient. 
 

1. Indicate the importance of a baseline assessment of a 
 patient.       

2. List and define the four vital signs. 
3. Describe the procedure for taking and recording 
 temperature, pulse, respirations, and blood pressure. 
4. Distinguish out-of-normal values for vital signs. 
5. Accurately monitor a person's blood pressure. 
6. Explain the indications for administering oxygen 
 therapy. 
7. List different methods of oxygen therapy. 

          
VI.  Utilize concepts of acute situations to provide the 
 appropriate medical action.   
                
 1. State the procedure for each hospital to call an   
 emergency code.       
 2. Describe the basic contents of an emergency crash  
  cart. 
  State the location of emergency crash carts within the 
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 3. Radiology Departments of each hospital. 
4. List general priorities in working with patients in acute 

situations. 
5. Distinguish among the following medical emergencies: 

a. Shock 
b. Diabetic crises 
c. Respiratory Arrest 
d. Cardiac Arrest 
e. Nausea and Vomiting 
f. Epistaxis 
g. Syncope and Vertigo 
h. Seizures 
i. Fractures 

6. Describe the proper response for the following medical 
emergencies: 
a. Shock 
b. Diabetic crises 
c. Respiratory Arrest 
d. Cardiac Arrest 
e. Nausea and Vomiting 
f. Epistaxis 
g. Syncope and Vertigo 
h. Seizures 
i. Fractures 

 
VII. Identify means of infection control through aseptic and 
 non-aseptic techniques.   
 
 1. Define medical asepsis, disinfection, and surgical  
  asepsis 

 2. List the four factors involved in the spread of disease. 
 3. List the methods of transmission of microorganisms. 
 4. Describe the various sources of nosocomial infection. 
 5. List chemical and physical methods of asepsis. 

7. List rules to follow for medical asepsis. 
8. Identify the isolation classifications. 
9. List basic principles of sterile technique. 
10. Describe the procedure for changing a dressing. 
11. Describe the proper care for a patient with the 

following: 
a. Tracheostomy 
b. Chest tube 
c. Urinary catheter 
d. Nasogastric tube 

12. Describe the proper procedure for assisting a patient 
with bedpan and urinal. 
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