
  

ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY 
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                                                                                 3 -  0 – 3  

  
Date: 5/3/2012 
  

COURSE NUMBER: PSY 212 

  

PREREQUISITE(S): 

  

PSY 201 

  

CO-REQUISITE(S): 

  

None 

  

COURSE 

DESCRIPTIONS 

This course is a study of the nature and development of 
behavioral disorders, including the investigation of 
contemporary treatment procedures. 

  

TEXTBOOK(S): Comer, R. J. Fundamentals of Abnormal Psychology, 6th 
Ed., New York: Worth Publishers, 2011. ISBN # 10:1-4292-
1633-6 

  

REFERENCE(S): None 

  

OTHER REQUIRED 

MATERIALS, TOOLS, 
AND EQUIPMENT: 

Computer with Internet access, Internet Explorer 5.0 or 
higher or other current browser, Java, word processing 
software (must be able to save Word format), and anti-virus 
software. 

 

METHOD OF 
INSTRUCTION: 

This is an online course using textbook reading 
assignments, related videos, interactive simulations, 
quizzes, discussions, and study tools. 

  

GRADING SYSTEM: 90 - 100 = A 

80 - 89 = B 

70 - 79 = C 

D 60 - 69 = 

Below - 60 = F 

  

GRADE 
CALCULATION 
METHOD: 

Major Tests = 56%        

Quizzes = 14%   

Video Reports =     20%   

Participation (discussion boards) =        10%        

  = 100%   



    

  

CONFIDENTIALITY: All students’ e-mail addresses may be available to other 
students in the class.  Although some assignments in an 
online course may encourage or require peer 
communication, the instructor will make every effort to 
protect the confidentiality of any personal communication 
(for example, grades).  However, you should recognize that 
e-mail and other electronic media are not secure; there is no 
guarantee of the privacy of your e-mail or other personal 
information. 

  

APPROPRIATE 
ONLINE BEHAVIOR: 

The use of Spartanburg Community College’s website, e-
mail service or course management software for creation 
and/or distribution of material not pertaining to course 
participation is prohibited and is grounds for dismissal 
according to College policy under “disruptive 
behavior.”  Such actions, include, but are not limited to: 
  

         Inappropriate use of email and discussion boards for: 
  Harassment 
  Unlawful solicitation 

  “Spamming” 

  “Flaming” 

         Use of online editing tools within the course 
management software to: 
  Create offensive material 
  Link to inappropriate materials 

    

ATTENDANCE 
POLICY: 

  

Students must have logged into and actively participated in 
the online course by the end of the drop/add period, as 
indicated by posting to an online discussion, submitting an 
assignment, taking an assessment, or completing other 
activities as designated by the instructor. Students who fail 
to meet this attendance requirement by the end of the 
drop/add period, will be dropped from the class. 
  

Instructors maintain attendance records.  However, it is the 
student’s responsibility to withdraw from a course.  A student 
who stops attending the online class and fails to initiate a 
withdrawal will remain on the class roster.  With this in mind, 
for every assignment, test or exam not completed while still 
enrolled in the course the student will receive a grade of 
zero and the final course grade will be calculated 
accordingly. 
  

Withdrawal Policy:  During the first 75% of the course, a 



student may initiate withdrawal and receive a grade of W.  A 
student cannot initiate a withdrawal during the last 25% of 
the course.  Extenuating circumstances require 
documentation and approval by the appropriate department 
head and academic dean. 

  

ACADEMIC 
CONDUCT: 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:  Students are expected to 
uphold the integrity of the College's standard of conduct, 
specifically in regards to academic honesty.  All forms of 
academic dishonesty including, but not limited to, cheating 
on assignments/tests, plagiarism, collusion, and falsification 
of information will call for disciplinary action.  Disciplinary 
action imposed may include one or more of the following: 
written reprimand, loss of credit for assignment/test, 
termination from course, and probation, suspension, or 
expulsion from the College.  For further explanation of this 
and other conduct codes, please refer to the Student 
Handbook. 

  
CLASS/LAB 
PROCEDURES: 

None. 

  
ACCOMMODATIONS: 

  

Students who need special accommodations in this class 
because of a documented disability should notify Student 
Disability Services by calling (864) 592-4818, toll-free 1-800-
922-3679; via email through the SCC web site at 
www.sccsc.edu/resources/disabilities; or by visiting the 
office located in the East Building Room 30-B on the SCC 
Central campus.  Contacting Student Disability Services 
early in the semester gives the College an opportunity to 
provide necessary support services and appropriate 
accommodations. 

  

file:///C:/Users/littlejohnm/Documents/1SOCIAL%20SCIENCES%20DEPARTMENT%20ISSUES/SYLLABUS/ONLINE%20CLASSES/www.sccsc.edu/resources/disabilities
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Upon satisfactory completion of this course, the student  
will be able to: 

  

I.       Describe historical developments and the major  
approaches to research in abnormal psychology. 
(4 hours) 
1.    Define incidence and prevalence rates used in  

epidemiological research. 
2.    Identify the ethical obligations of researchers. 
3.    Describe the changing beliefs surrounding mental 

illness throughout various time periods. 
4.    Explain the development of the organic and  

psychological approaches in studying abnormal  
behavior. 

5.    Identify influential persons in the study and  
Treatment of mental illness during the Middle  
Ages, the Renaissance Period, The Age of  
Reason, and the Reform Movement. 
  

II.    Apply the biological, psychodynamic, behavioral,  
cognitive, humanistic-existential, and community- 

cultural perspectives to explain maladaptive 

behavior. (4 hours) 
1.    Differentiate between adaptive and maladaptive  

behavior. 
2.    Describe risk factors and protective factors in  

developing coping styles. 
3.    Differentiate between the roles of various mental  

health specialists. 
4.    Identify various sources of help for abnormal  

behavior. 
5.    Discuss the importance of genetics in the study  

of mental disorders. 
6.    Describe the role of the brain in behavior. 
  

III.    Discuss the professional and scientific issues related  
to the classification and assessment of abnormal or 

maladaptive behavior. (4 hours) 

1.    Discuss the benefits and drawbacks of  
classification in studying abnormal 
behavior. 

2.    Identify the five axes of the Diagnostic and 

Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, Rev. 4th
 

Edition (DSM-IV). 
3.    Describe the techniques used in assessment. 

  

  



IV.   Differentiate between the clinical features of and the 

treatment for the dissociative, somatoform, and  
anxiety disorders. (9 hours) 

1.    Define the dissociative disorders. 
2.    Differentiate between the psychophysiological 

and somatoform disorders. 
3.    Differentiate between somatization and factitious 

disorders. 
4.    Describe the methods for treating stress-related 

disorders. 
5.    Identify the physical symptoms of anxiety. 
6.    Outline the clinical features of each of the  

anxiety disorders. 
7.    Differentiate between psychodynamic, 

behavioral, cognitive, and biological  
perspectives in treating anxiety disorders. 
  

V.     Differentiate between the clinical features of the  
treatment for mood and psychotic disorders. 
(12 hours) 

1.    Describe the clinical features of depressive  
disorders. 

2.    List the risk factors for depression. 
3.    Describe the clinical features of bipolar  

disorders. 
4.    Identify the risk factors for suicide. 
5.    Differentiate between the biological and  

psychological treatment methods for mood 

disorders. 
6.    Define the DSM-IV subtypes of schizophrenia. 
7.    Differentiate between positive and negative 

symptoms of schizophrenia. 
8.    Discuss the possible causes of schizophrenia. 
9.    Explain the treatment approaches to  

schizophrenia. 
  

VI.   Differentiate between the clinical features of and the  
treatment for sexual deviance and gender identity 

disorders. (4 hours) 

1.    Describe the difference between homosexuals, 
transsexuals, and transvestites. 

2.    Identify the various paraphilias – fetishism, 
transvestic fetishism, sadomasochism, 
voyeurism, exhibitionism, and pedophilia. 

3.    Outline the various forms of sexual victimization, 
4.    Discuss the treatment models for the paraphilias. 

  



VII.         Differentiate between the clinical features of the  
personality disorders and the childhood disorders. 
(8 hours) 
1.    Describe the behaviors associated with the  

   personality disorders. 
2.     Discuss the treatment options for the 

  personality disorders.  
3.     Differentiate between the diagnosis of autistic 

    disorder and mental retardation. 
4.     List the causes of mental retardation. 
5.     List the causes of autism. 
6.     Describe the features of the externalizing and 

  internalizing childhood disorders. 
                    7.   Outline the therapy options for children. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

    

  

  


