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COURSE NUMBER: DAT 110 
 
PREREQUISITE(S): 
 

None 

 
CO-REQUISITE(S): None 
 
COURSE 
DESCRIPTIONS 

This course provides a study of dental terminology as it 
relates to procedures and techniques used in dental 
assisting. 

 
TEXTBOOK(S): Dofka, Charline, M., Dental Terminology, 2012.  

ISBN 13:978-133-27565-6 
 

REFERENCE(S): NONE 
 
OTHER REQUIRED 
MATERIALS, TOOLS, 
AND EQUIPMENT: 

None  

 
METHOD OF 
INSTRUCTION: 

This course will be taught by lecture, class discussion, and 
videos. 

 
GRADING SYSTEM: 94 - 100 = A 

85 - 93 = B 
80 - 84 = C 

D 70 - 79 = 
Below - 70 = F 
 
No course grades will be rounded off. 
No Final Exam will be given in this course. 
 
A “C” or better must be achieved in order to pass this 
course. 

 
GRADE 
CALCULATION 
METHOD: 

Chapter Tests  = 60%  

Assignments/Reports 
Quizzes  

= 
= 

20% 
    20% 

 

 = 100%  
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ATTENDANCE 
POLICY: 

The student is responsible for punctual and regular 
attendance in all classes, laboratories, clinical, practica, 
internships, field trips, and other required class activities.  
The College does not grant excused absences; therefore, 
students are urged to reserve their absences for 
emergencies.  When illness or other emergencies occur, the 
student is responsible for notifying instructors and 
completing missed work if approved for late submission by 
instructors. 
 
The student is tardy if not in class at the time the class is 
scheduled to begin and is admitted to class at the discretion 
of the instructor.   
 
Instructors maintain attendance records.  However, it is the 
student’s responsibility to withdraw from a course.  A student 
enrolling in and attending at least one course session 
remains enrolled until the student initiates a withdrawal. 
 
If a student is absent on the day a test is given or an 
assignment is due, they are expected to call the instructor 
who taught the content that day.  Each student should be 
prepared to take the test in the testing lab the day they 
return to campus. 
 
Students will be held responsible for all classes and material 
covered and must make-up any lab procedures covered on 
the day of absence.   
                              
Failure to make-up the test or lab competencies on the day 
the student returns to campus will result in a "0" on the test 
and/or competencies.  All make-up tests will be short 
answer, fill in the blank and discussion questions.  Students 
who are absent when an assignment is due are also 
expected to turn in the assignment the day they return to 
campus.  Failure to do this will result in a "0" on the 
assignments. 
 
 
Withdrawal Policy:  During the first 75% of the course, a 
student may initiate withdrawal and receive a grade of W.  A 
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student cannot initiate a withdrawal during the last 25% of 
the course.  Extenuating circumstances require 
documentation and approval by the appropriate department 
head and academic dean. 
 
Absences for Religious Holidays:  Students who are absent 
from class in order to observe religious holidays are 
responsible for the content of any activities missed and for 
the completion of assignments occurring during the period of 
absence.  Students who anticipate their observance of 
religious holidays will cause them to be absent from class 
and do not wish such absences to penalize their status in 
class should adhere to the following guidelines: 
 

1. Observance of religious holidays resulting in three or 
fewer consecutive absences:  Discuss the situation 
with the instructor and provide written notice at least 
one week prior to the absence(s).  Develop (in 
writing) and instructor-approved plan which outlines 
the make up of activities and assignments. 

 
Observances of religious holidays resulting in four or more 
consecutive absences:  Discuss the situation with the 
instructor and provide the instructor with written notice within 
the first 10 days of the academic term.  Develop an 
instructor-approved plan with outlines the make up of 
activities and assignments 

  
 
 

 

CLASSROOM 
CONDUCT:  
 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:  Students are expected to uphold the 
integrity of the College's standard of conduct, specifically in 
regards to academic honesty.  All forms of academic 
dishonesty including, but not limited to, cheating on 
assignments/tests, plagiarism, collusion, and falsification of 
information will call for disciplinary action.  Disciplinary 
action imposed may include one or more of the following: 
written reprimand, loss of credit for assignment/test, 
termination from course, and probation, suspension, or 
expulsion from the College.  For further explanation of this 
and other conduct codes, please refer to the Student 
Handbook. 
 
CELLULAR PHONES AND PAGERS/BEEPERS:  Cellular phones, 
pagers and beepers are not permitted to be turned on or 
used within the classroom.  Use of these devices during 
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classroom time will be considered a violation of the student 
code as it relates to “disruptive behavior.”   

  
CLASS/LAB 
PROCEDURES: 

Assignments 
A variety of assignments in the course are designed to 
assist the student’s comprehension and proper use of dental 
terminology 
 
Any assignment not received by the due date and time will 
receive a grade of zero (0).  Technology is not an excuse for 
a late submission of an assignment.   
 

  
ACCOMMODATIONS: 
 

Students who need special accommodations in this class 
because of a documented disability should notify Student 
Disability Services.  You may contact Student Disability 
Services by calling, (864) 592-4811, and toll-free-1-800-922-
3679; via email through the Spartanburg Community College 
web site at www.sccsc.edu/SDS/; or by visiting the office 
located in the Dan Lee Terhune Student Services Building, 
room 112 of the Spartanburg Community College campus.  
By contacting Student Disability Services early in the 
semester, students with disabilities give the College an 
opportunity to provide necessary support services and 
appropriate accommodations. 

 
 

COURSE 
COMPETENCIES & 
OBJECTIVES: 

Upon satisfactory completion of this course, the student will 
be able to: 

I. Recognize terms used in a dental practice and 
associate the need of breaking apart each term 
into separate parts to combine into difficult words 

1. Find the dental word. 
2. State the dental word.  
3. Recall the structure of the dental word. 
4. Define the meaning of the dental word. 
5. Pluralize the dental word. 
6. Relate the dental word. 

 
II. List and locate terms related to the anatomy and 

oral structures. 
1. Name and identify the major bones of the face 

and skull. 
2. Locate the sinus cavities, sutures, processes, 

and foramina of the skull. 
3. Locate the major structural points of the 

http://www.sccsc.edu/SDS/
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mandible and explain their functions or 
purposes. 

4. Recognize the names and locations of the 
major muscles of mastication and explain.  

5. Recall the principal branches of the trigeminal 
nerve and explain the functions of each 
division. 

6. Locate and identify the major blood vessels to 
and from the cranium. 

7. List and locate the placement and functions of 
the major salivary glands. 

8. Recall the function of the lymphatic system and 
the largest agents present in the body. 

9. Locate features in the oral cavity including the 
labia, frena (frenum), tongue, palate structures, 
and miscellaneous tissues. 

 
III. Associate terms related to the formation of teeth  

           
1. Classify various dentitions and terms related to 

them 
2. Recognize each developmental stage of tooth 

formation from initiation to attrition.  
3. Describe the tissue structures and conditions of 

the teeth and terms related to them.  
4. Recall the terms related to tissue composition 

of the periodontium. 
5. Describe terms related to odontology. 
6. Describe terms related to landmarks and tooth 

surfaces.  
 

IV. Define words related to dental professionals and 
facility setups 
1. List terms related various roles of the 

professionals who render dental care. 
2. List and explain the use of the major hand 

instruments used in dental procedures. 
3. List and explain the use of the major rotary 

instruments used in dental care procedures. 
4. List terms related to operative equipment used 

in dental office environments. 
 

V. List and Describe use of terms related to 
Infection Control 
1. List terms related to conditions, causes, 

sources, and meanings of diseases and 
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pathogens involved in infections and disease 
related to the dental office.  

2. Describe terms involving immunity and 
methods by which to acquire the various types 
of immunity.  

3. Restate terms important in preventing disease, 
and list methods used to combat disease and 
infection. 

4. Restate terms related to the action of infectious 
agents and their method of causing disease. 

5. List the principal agencies or government 
bodies concerned with control of disease. 

 
VI. Recognize terms related to Emergency Care 

1. List terms that are importance in prevention of 
emergencies, procedures to prepare for 
emergencies, and taking vital signs. 

2. List and identify the major equipment and 
materials needed in emergency prevention and 
treatment. 

3. Define terms related to  methods to clear the 
airway, and define the terms related to CPR 

4. List term classifying shock. 
5. Recall terms related to common medical 

emergencies. 
6. List and describe the most common medical 

emergencies and conditions affecting dental 
care. 

7. Describe the most common emergencies 
occurring in the dental facility. 

 
VII. Restate terms related to Prevention and 

Examination 
1. State and list terms related to the various 

procedures necessary to complete an initial 
examination. 

2. Associate terms related to the methods used to 
exam the oral tissues and the diseases 
associated with them. 

3. Define terms related to the methods used to 
examine the teeth and the diseases associated 
with them. 

4. List and explain the terms related to various 
types of tooth and mouth charting techniques 

5. Explain various terms related to alginate 
pressions and the words related to the 
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procedure. 
6. Define terms used in preventive education and 

identify the various methods of home dental 
care. 

7. Explain terms related to the various methods of 
tooth decay prevention used in the dental 
office. 

 
VIII. List and explain terms related to Pharmacology 

and Pain Management 
1. Arrange terms related to the meaning of pain 

 and ways to relieve and control pain. 
2. Define terms related to anesthesia and 

 differentiate the types and means of sedation. 
3. Describe terms related to the meaning of 

general anesthesia, the various stages 
encountered in general anesthesia, and the 
items used for general anesthesia. 

4. Define terms related to the study of drug 
agents, determine the difference between 
generic and brand names, and name the 
regulatory bodies concerned with drugs. 

5. Reproduce terms related to how the body 
reacts  when processing drugs and the effects of 
drugs on body systems. 

6. List and recognize terms related to the various 
 forms in which drugs are delivered. 

7. Recognize terms related to the assorted routes 
 and give examples of drug administration. 

8. List and explain terms related to the 
 assortment and classification or families of the 
common drugs. 

9. Describe and explain terms related to the 
different parts of a drug prescription and the 
federal drug regulatory bodies that control 
drugs. 

 
IX. Decribe terms related to tooth restorations 

1.  Repeat terms related to the purpose of dental 
 restorations and their classifications. Define  
the steps in the dental restoration procedure. 

2. List terms related to the various methods 
 employed to maintain a dry mouth area during 
dental preparations. 

3. State terms related to the procedure steps in 
preparing a restorative site prior to the 
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placement of the restorative materials. 
4. Explain the terms related to matrix placement 

and recall the various types of matrix retainer 
and their uses. 

5. List and recognize the terms related to assorted 
 dental cements, liners, and base materials used 
in tooth restorations. 

6. Indicate terms related to the various types and 
 properties of dental restorative materials used 
in tooth restorations. 

7. Recognize and recall terms related to the 
methods used to complete, finish, and refine 
the tooth restoration. 

 
X. Associate terms related to Cosmetic dentistry 

1. Define terms related to the meaning of cosmetic 
dentistry and the various applications in 
dentistry. 

2. Associate terms related to the reason for tooth 
 whitening and methods used to lighten tooth 
surfaces. 

3. Restate terms related to the procedures used to 
repair or alter size, shape, and color of teeth by 
bonding or veneer application. 

4. Explain terms related to the various types of 
cosmetic restorations including inlays, onlays, 
and crowns. 

5. Recognize terms related to the different 
techniques used to correct damaged tissue and 
to make an esthetic gum presentation. 

6. Describe terms related to the assortment of 
 dental implants and the use and necessity of 
implant dentistry. 

7. Describe terms related to the application of 
 using accelerated orthodontics to improve the 
adult smile and mouth occlusion. 

. 
 

 
 


