
 

 

Myth and Folklore of Hispanic/Latino Cultures 
 

3-0-3  
 
Date: 1.3.11 

 
COURSE NUMBER: HSS 111 
 
PREREQUISITE(S): 
 

ENG 100 or placement, RDG 100 or placement 

 
CO-REQUISITE(S): 
 

None 

 
COURSE 
DESCRIPTION: 

This course introduces myths and folklore, and their 
influence on arts and culture, of Spanish-speaking peoples. 

 
TEXTBOOK(S): Miller, Mary Ellen.  The Art of Mesoamerica: From Olmec to 

Aztec. London:  Thames & Hudson, 2001. Print. 

 ISBN-13: 978-0500203453 

The Poem of the Cid: A Bilingual Edition with Parallel Text.   
Trans. Rita Hamilton and Janet Perry.  London:  
Penguin Books, 1975. Print. 

ISBN-13: 978-0140444469 
 

Stone-Miller, Rebecca.  Art of the Andes:  From Chavin to 
Inca.  London: Thames & Hudson, 1995 and 2002. 
Print. 

 ISBN-13: 978-0500203637 

Vargas Llosa, Mario.  The Storyteller.  Trans. Helen Lane.  
New York:  Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 1989. Print. 

  ISBN-13: 978-0312420284 
 
 

 
REFERENCE(S): None 
 
OTHER REQUIRED 
MATERIALS, TOOLS, 

Computer with Internet access, Internet Explorer 5.0 or 
higher or other current browser, Java, word processing 



 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
SPARTANBURG COMMUNITY COLLEGE, SPARTANBURG, SOUTH CAROLINA 

AND EQUIPMENT: software (must be able to save Word format), and anti-virus 
software. 
 

 
METHOD OF 
INSTRUCTION: 

This course will be taught by a variety of methods, which 
may include discussion boards, chat rooms, posted lectures, 
streaming video, and other virtual learning tools.  
 

 
GRADING SYSTEM: 93 - 100 = A 

85 - 92 = B 
75 - 84 = C 

D 65 - 74 = 
0 - 64 = F 
 

 
GRADE 
CALCULATION 
METHOD: 

Discussion Boards 
Exams 

= 
= 

20% 
50% 

 

    

Final Exam = 30%  
 

    

 = 100%  

  

 
CONFIDENTIALITY: All students’ e-mail addresses may be available to other 

students in the class.  Although some assignments in an 
online course may encourage or require peer 
communication, the instructor will make every effort to 
protect the confidentiality of any personal communication 
(for example, grades).  However, you should recognize that 
e-mail and other electronic media are not secure; there is no 
guarantee of the privacy of your e-mail or other personal 
information. 

 
APPROPRIATE 
ONLINE BEHAVIOR: 

The use of Spartanburg Community College’s website, e-
mail service or course management software for creation 
and/or distribution of material not pertaining to course 
participation is prohibited and is grounds for dismissal 
according to College policy under “disruptive behavior.”  
Such actions, include, but are not limited to: 
 

 Inappropriate use of email and discussion boards for: 
 Harassment 
 Unlawful solicitation 
 “Spamming” 
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 “Flaming” 

 Use of online editing tools within the course 
management software to: 
 Create offensive material 
 Link to inappropriate materials 

  
ATTENDANCE 
POLICY: 
 

An electronic e-mail is required from each student to the 
instructor by the end of the drop/add period.  At this time the 
Instructor will drop the student from the course if it is not 
received.   
 
Students will have one reading assignment and one learning 
module to complete every week (for a full-semester course 
in the fall or spring) or approximately every four days (for a 
summer course).  Sometimes there will be discussion board 
assignments connected with the learning modules.  
Students will be responsible for completing all discussion 
board assignments when due. 
 
It is the student’s responsibility to complete all learning 
modules and reading assignments on time in preparation for 
the midterm and final exams.  DO NOT POSTPONE THE 
WORK UNTIL RIGHT BEFORE THE EXAMS.  THERE 
WILL BE TOO MUCH MATERIAL TO COVER IN A SHORT 
PERIOD IF YOU DO SO.  Exams will consist of multiple 
choice questions (50%) and discussion questions (50%) and 
will cover material from both the reading assignments and 
the learning modules.   
 
The two midterm exams will NOT be cumulative.  The final 
exam WILL be cumulative (in other words, the final exam will 
cover all material presented throughout the semester.) 
 
Instructors maintain attendance records.  However, it is the 
student’s responsibility to withdraw from a course.  A student 
who stops attending the online class and fails to initiate a 
withdrawal will remain on the class roster.  With this in mind, 
for every assignment, test or exam not completed while still 
enrolled in the course the student will receive a grade of 
zero and the final course grade will be calculated 
accordingly. 
 
Withdrawal Policy:  During the first 75% of the course, a 
student may initiate withdrawal and receive a grade of W.  A 
student cannot initiate a withdrawal during the last 25% of 
the course.  Extenuating circumstances require 
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documentation and approval by the appropriate department 
head and academic dean. 

 
ACADEMIC 
CONDUCT: 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:  Students are expected to 
uphold the integrity of the College's standard of conduct, 
specifically in regards to academic honesty.  All forms of 
academic dishonesty including, but not limited to, cheating 
on assignments/tests, plagiarism, collusion, and falsification 
of information will call for disciplinary action.  Disciplinary 
action imposed may include one or more of the following: 
written reprimand, loss of credit for assignment/test, 
termination from course, and probation, suspension, or 
expulsion from the College.  For further explanation of this 
and other conduct codes, please refer to the Student 
Handbook. 

 
CLASS/LAB 
PROCEDURES: 

Exams will be available for a four-day period, as shown on 
the course calendar.  You must take the exam during this 
period, unless you have a valid excuse to postpone the 
exam and permission from the instructor.  ONCE YOU 
START AN EXAM, YOU WILL HAVE ONLY ONE HOUR TO 
COMPLETE THAT EXAM (TWO HOURS FOR THE FINAL 
EXAM).  Please be fully prepared before you start one of 
your exams.  You may NOT save your work on an exam and 
come back to it later. 

 
ACCOMMODATIONS: 
 

Students who need special accommodations in this class 
because of a documented disability (especially students 
needing extra time on exams or other accommodations) 
should notify Student Disability Services.  You may contact 
Student Disability Services by calling, (864) 592-4811, toll-
free 1-800-922-3679; via email through the Spartanburg 
Community College web site at www.sccsc.edu/SDS/; or by 
visiting the office located in the Dan Lee Terhune Student 
Services Building, room 112 of the Spartanburg Community 
College campus.  By contacting Student Disability Services 
early in the semester, students with disabilities give the 
College an opportunity to provide necessary support 
services and appropriate accommodations. 
 

 
COURSE OUTCOMES 
& OBJECTIVES: 

Upon satisfactory completion of this course, the student 
should be able to: 

http://www.sccsc.edu/SDS/
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I. Distinguish among the different cultures and heritages 
of the countries and peoples in the Hispanic world. 

A. Identify and differentiate countries in the Hispanic 
world. 

B. Identify and discuss cultural differences among 
countries. 

C. Discuss how those cultural differences developed. 
 

II. Discuss the origins of myth and folklore in different 
Hispanic cultures and the impact of myth and folklore 
on life today. 

A. Identify and discuss the origins of myth and 
folklore in different countries in Latin America and 
Iberia from Medieval and Pre-Columbian times to 
the Twentieth Century. 

B. Identify and discuss ways in which myth and 
folklore impact modern life in Hispanic cultures 
 

III. Compare and contrast the myths, folklore, and core 
beliefs of different Hispanic cultures to the myth, 
folklore, and core beliefs of their own culture. 

A.  Demonstrate self-awareness in their ability to 
evaluate their own cultural preconceptions and 
biases. 

B. Demonstrate the ability to think from the 
perspective of a culture other than theirs. 
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