
 

 

 

 

HEAD AND NECK ANATOMY 

Date  01/03/11 

 C - L - CR 

 0 - 3 - 1 

 

COURSE NUMBER: AHS 113 

 

PREREQUISITE(S): AHS 104 and acceptance into the Dental Program 

 

CO-REQUISITE(S): None 

 

COURSE 

DESCRIPTIONS 

This course provides a detailed study of the structure of the 

head and neck with special emphasis on structure as it 

pertains to the study of dental science. 

 

TEXTBOOK(S): Fehrenbach, Margaret J., Herring, Susan W.   Illustrated 

Anatomy of the Head and Neck.  3
rd
 Edition.  

Saunders Publishing. 

 

REFERENCE(S): Bird, Doni L., Debbie S. Robinson Torres & Erlich Modern 

Dental Assisting.9
th
 Edition.  Philadelphia: Saunders 

Publishing, 2008. 

 

OTHER REQUIRED 

MATERIALS, TOOLS, 

AND EQUIPMENT: 

None 

 

METHOD OF 

INSTRUCTION: 

 

 

GRADING SYSTEM: 94 - 100 = A 

85 - 93 = B 

80 - 84 = C 

70 - 79 = D 

Below - 69 = F 
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Students should attend all lectures, labs, and complete all 

reading assignments.  A final average of 80% or better 

should be achieved.  The student must make an 80% or 

better on the final exam in order to pass the course.  The 

student will have one retake in order to successfully meet 

this requirement.  No grades will be rounded off. 

 

 

 

GRADE 

CALCULATION 

METHOD: 

Quiz = 20%  

Test = 60%  

Final Exam = 20%  

 = 100%  

   Students will be evaluated by weekly quizzes, test, and final 

exam.   

 A.  Test will be given during class time.  Students will be notified 

in   advance of competency test.   

   B.  Test are not to be removed from the classroom.   

   C.  Make-up policy for quizzes and tests. 

 1.  Quizzes will not be made up.  Because of this, the lowest 

  quiz grade will be dropped. 

 2.  All test missed due to an absence will be made up after the 

  student returns to class.  The student must notify the  

  instructor upon return to class, and the make-up test will be 

  placed in the testing lab.  You may be asked to leave the 

  room during the review of the exam taken by the students 

  on the original date. 

  3.  Make-up test take longer to grade, and will not be 

    available for review immediately following the class after 

     taking the exam.  

 

ATTENDANCE 

POLICY: 

 

The student is responsible for punctual and regular 

attendance in all classes, laboratories, clinical, practica, 

internships, field trips, and other required class activities.  

The College does not grant excused absences; therefore, 

students are urged to reserve their absences for 

emergencies.  When illness or other emergencies occur, the 

student is responsible for notifying instructors and 

completing missed work if approved for late submission by 

instructors. 

 

 

The student is tardy if not in class at the time the class is 

scheduled to begin and is admitted to class at the discretion 
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of the instructor.  Students not returning from break or 

leaving before the instructor terminates the class will be 

counted as tardy or one-half of an absence. 

 

Instructors maintain attendance records.  However, it is the 

student’s responsibility to withdraw from a course.  A student 

enrolling in and attending at least one course session 

remains enrolled until the student initiates a withdrawal. 

 

Withdrawal Policy:  During the first 75% of the course, a 

student may initiate withdrawal and receive a grade of W.  A 

student cannot initiate a withdrawal during the last 25% of 

the course.  Extenuating circumstances require 

documentation and approval by the appropriate department 

head and academic dean. 

 

Absences for Religious Holidays:  Students who are absent 

from class in order to observe religious holidays are 

responsible for the content of any activities missed and for 

the completion of assignments occurring during the period of 

absence.  Students who anticipate their observance of 

religious holidays will cause them to be absent from class 

and do not wish such absences to penalize their status in 

class should adhere to the following guidelines: 

 

1. Observance of religious holidays resulting in three or 

fewer consecutive absences:  Discuss the situation 

with the instructor and provide written notice at least 

one week prior to the absence(s).  Develop (in writing) 

and instructor-approved plan which outlines the make 

up of activities and assignments. 

 

2. Observances of religious holidays resulting in four or 

more consecutive absences:  Discuss the situation 

with the instructor and provide the instructor with 

written notice within the first 10 days of the academic 

term.  Develop an instructor-approved plan with 

outlines the make up of activities and assignments. 

 

CLASSROOM 

CONDUCT:  

 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:  Students are expected to uphold the 

integrity of the College's standard of conduct, specifically in 

regards to academic honesty.  All forms of academic 

dishonesty including, but not limited to, cheating on 

assignments/tests, plagiarism, collusion, and falsification of 

information will call for disciplinary action.  Disciplinary 
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action imposed may include one or more of the following: 

written reprimand, loss of credit for assignment/test, 

termination from course, and probation, suspension, or 

expulsion from the College.  For further explanation of this 

and other conduct codes, please refer to the Student 

Handbook. 

 

CELLULAR PHONES AND PAGERS/BEEPERS:  Cellular phones, 

pagers and beepers are not permitted to be turned on or 

used within the classroom.  Use of these devices during 

classroom time will be considered a violation of the student 

code as it relates to “disruptive behavior.”   

 

 

 

CLASS/LAB 

PROCEDURES: 

If a student is absent due to sickness or emergency on the 

day of an assigned test, the student must notify the 

Department Head.  (The student must speak to the 

Department Head or leave a message on her voice mail 

stating the reason for the absence.  Voice mail will put a time 

on the message.) 

 

No arrangements will be made for the make-up test in the 

event that the student is absent without notification.  A grade 

of zero (0) will be recorded for that test.  

 

ACCOMMODATIONS: 

 

Students who need special accommodations in this class 

because of a documented disability should notify Student 

Disability Services.  You may contact Student Disability 

Services by calling, (864) 592-4811, toll-free 1-800-922-

3679; via email through the Spartanburg Community College 

web site at www.sccsc.edu/SDS/; or by visiting the office 

located in the Dan Lee Terhune Student Services Building, 

room 112 of the Spartanburg Community College campus.  

By contacting Student Disability Services early in the 

semester, students with disabilities give the College an 

opportunity to provide necessary support services and 

appropriate accommodations. 

 

http://www.sccsc.edu/SDS/
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COURSE OUTCOMES 

& OBJECTIVES: 

Upon satisfactory completion of this course, the student 

will be able to: 

 

I. Discuss Head and Neck Surface Anatomy and Landmarks 

 of the Head and Neck 

  1. Define and pronounce all the key terms in this  

   chapter. 

  2. Discuss the anatomical considerations for patient  

   examination and dental radiology of the dental  

   radiology of the head and neck region. 

  3. Locate and identify the regions and associated  

   surface landmarks of the head and neck on a   

   diagram and a patient. 

  4. Integrated the knowledge of surface anatomy into the 

   clinical practice of patient examination and dental  

   radiology of the head and neck regions. 

  5. Discuss the clinical applications of the study of head  

   and neck anatomy by dental professionals. 

  6. Apply the correct anatomical nomenciature during the 

   study of head and neck anatomy. 

  7. Discuss normal anatomical variation and how it  

   applies to different structures of the head and neck. 

  8. Correctly complete the review questions and   

   activities. 

 

II. Discuss the head and neck skeletal system. 

 1. Identify and locate the cranial and facial bones. 

 2. Identify and locate all landmarks on the cranial  

  and facial bones. 

 3. Identify and locate the following foramina or   

  canals: 

   a. hypoglossal, supraorbital, stylomastoid,   

   carotid, jugular, rotundum, ovle mangnum,  

   spinosum, lacerum, greater and lesser   

   palatine, incisive, mental, mandubular,  

   infraorbital 

 4. Identify the anatomical landmarks on the maxilla 

  and mandible, and hyoid bone. 

 5. Identify the paranasal sinuses and discuss the 

  importance of the frontal, sphenoid maxillary and 

  ethmoid sinuses. 

 6. Identify the ossicles of the ears:  stapes, incus  

  and malleus. 

 7. Identify and locate all landmarks listed in the 
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  course outline. 

 

III.Discuss the head and neck muscular system. 

 1. Describe the origin, insertion, and function of the 

  muscles of mastication. 

 2. Classify the head and neck muscles according 

  to the group in which they belong. 

 3. Describe the location and function of the muscles 

  facial expression, supra and infrahyoid muscles,  

  muscles of the tongue, neck, soft palate, and   

  pharynx. 

 4. Describe the inervation to the various muscle   

  groups. 

 5. Describe the three stages of swallowing. 

 6. Identify and locate all muscles listed in the   

  course outline. 

 

IV.Discuss head and neck nervous system. 

 1. List the names of the twelve cranial nerves and 

  their function, exit site and type of innervations  

  (sensory or motor). 

 2. Describe the central peripheral & autonomic   

  nervous system. 

 3. Difference between the sympathetic and  

  parasympathetic nervous system. 

 4. Describe the trigeminal nerve and the three 

  importance to dentistry. 

 5. Describe the facial, glossopharyngeal, and  

  hypoglossal nerves. 

 6. Identify and locate all nerves listed in the   

  handout. 

 

V.Discuss head and neck circulatory system. 

 1. Discuss the structures supplied by the internal 

  and external carotid artery and the branches of  

  the external carotid artery. 

 2. Describe the blood supply to the maxillary and 

  mandibular teeth. 

 3. Describe the structures drained by the superficial 

  and deep veins. 

 4. Identify the major groups of lymph nodes of the  

  head and neck and describe the function of the  

  lymphatic system. 

 5. Identify all structures listed on the handout. 
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VI.Discuss head and neck salivary glands. 

 1. Describe and locate the major and minor 

  salivary glands. 

 2. Identify the duct for each salivary gland. 

 

VII.Discuss temporomandibular joiont. 

 1. Identify all of the osseous components of the   

  (TMJ). 

 2. Describe the vascular and nerve supply to the 

  (TMJ). 

 3. Describe the two movements of the (TMJ). 

 4. Identify the pathology of internal derangement,  

  subluxation, temporomandiular disorder, and   

  arthritis. 

 

VIII.Describe dental embryology and histology. 

 

 1. Pronounce, define and spell the key terms. 

 2.  Define embryology and histology. 

 3.  Describe the three periods of prenatal    

   development. 

 4.  Discuss prenatal influences on dental    

   development. 

 5.  Describe the functions of osteoclasts and  

   osteoblasts. 

 6.  Describe the steps in the formation of the  

   palate. 

 7.  Describe the stages in the development of 

   a tooth. 

 8.  Discuss genetic and environmental factors that  

   can affect dental development. 

 9.  Discuss the life cycle of a tooth. 

 10.  Explain the differences between clinical and   

   anatomic crowns. 

 11.  Name and describe the tissues of the teeth. 

 12.  Name and describe the three types of dentin. 

 13.  Describe the structure and location of dental   

   pulp. 

 14.  Name and describe the components of the  

   periodontium. 

 15.  Describe the functions of periodontal ligaments. 

 16.  Describe the various types of oral mucosa and 

   and give an example of each. 

 
 


