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COURSE NUMBER: RPT 211 

 

PREREQUISITE(S): ENG 260 (or equivalent) with a C or higher 

 

CO-REQUISITE(S): None 

 

COURSE 

DESCRIPTIONS 

This course provides the student the skills required for researching significant issues 
in radiation protection. 

 

TEXTBOOK(S): Duke Energy Handouts 

 

REFERENCE(S): Lunsford, Andrea. The Everyday Writer. 3rd ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2005. 
Jungk, Dale. Applied Writing for Technicians. Boston: McGraw Hill, 2005. 
Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers 6

th
 ed.2003 

 

OTHER REQUIRED 

MATERIALS, TOOLS, 

AND EQUIPMENT: 

Access to the SCC Library and network link 
http://library.sccsc.edu/handouts/radiation_protection_technology.htm 
 

 

METHOD OF 

INSTRUCTION: 

This course will be taught by a variety of methods, which may include lecture, audio-
visual materials, and library orientation sessions. 

 

GRADING SYSTEM: 90 - 100 = A 
80 - 89 = B 
0 - 79 = F 

 

GRADE CALCULATION 

METHOD:  

Research paper (4-6 pages in length) to be 
written and documented in MLA format 

= 100%  

A failing grade on the final paper requires remediation and a rewrite.  If the student 
obtains a passing score on the rewritten paper, a score of 80 will be recorded for the 
course regardless of the score on the paper. If the student fails to attain a passing 
score on the rewritten paper, he/she will have to repeat the course before they can 
proceed to the next RPT course in the series. Students who must repeat any RPT 
course will not be able to continue as part of the current Duke Energy cohort. 
 
Written assignments will be graded on format, content, style, and correctness. (See 
attachment for Scoring Rubric). All written assignments (homework, labs, exams, 
etc.) will be graded and returned within one week of submission. 
 
Students are expected to write several drafts of their assignments before presenting 
a final paper. Students should not assume that late or inferior work is acceptable.  
The acceptance of late assignments (with documented evidence of a sound reason 
for lateness) and the opportunity to rewrite papers are privileges that may or may not 
be granted by the instructor; if the instructor does grant such privileges, only one late 
assignment and one rewrite are allowed per semester.   
 

 

ATTENDANCE POLICY: Students are responsible for punctual and regular attendance in all classes, 
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 laboratories, field trips, and other class activities.  The College does not grant 
excused absences; therefore, students are urged to reserve their absences for 
emergencies.  When illness or other emergencies occur, the student is responsible 
for notifying instructors and completing work missed. 
 
Except in extenuating circumstances with approval by the division dean, instructors 
withdraw students from class when 80 percent attendance is not maintained.  If a 
student exceeds the allowable attendance, the instructor will withdraw the student 
and award a grade of “W” or “WF” based upon the student’s academic standing at 
the last date of attendance. 
 
Students are tardy if not in class at the time the class is scheduled to begin.  Tardy 
students are admitted to class at the discretion of the instructor.  In addition, students 
are expected to remain in class until the instructor dismisses them.  Any student who 
misses more than 20% of a class period will be considered absent. 
 
Absences for Religious Holidays:  Students who are absent from class in order to 
observe religious holidays are responsible for the content of any activities missed 
and for the completion of assignments occurring during the period of absence.  
Students who anticipate their observance of religious holidays will cause them to be 
absent from class and do not wish such absences to penalize their status in class 
should adhere to the following guidelines: 
 

1. Observance of religious holidays resulting in three or fewer 
consecutive absences:  Discuss the situation with the instructor and 
provide written notice at least one week prior to the absence(s).  
Develop (in writing) an instructor-approved plan which outlines the 
make up of activities and assignments. 

 
2. Observances of religious holidays resulting in four or more 

consecutive absences:  Discuss the situation with the instructor and 
provide the instructor with written notice within the first 10 days of the 
academic term.  Develop an instructor-approved plan which outlines 
the make up of activities and assignments. 

 

ACADEMIC CONDUCT:  

 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:  Students are expected to uphold the integrity of the 
College's standard of conduct, specifically in regards to academic honesty.  All forms 
of academic dishonesty including, but not limited to, cheating on assignments/tests, 
plagiarism, collusion, and falsification of information will call for disciplinary action.  
Disciplinary action imposed may include one or more of the following: written 
reprimand, loss of credit for assignment/test, termination from course, and probation, 
suspension, or expulsion from the College.  For further explanation of this and other 
conduct codes, please refer to the Student Handbook. 
 

CELLULAR PHONES AND PAGERS/BEEPERS:  Cellular phones, pagers and 
beepers are not permitted to be turned on or used within the classroom.  Use of 
these devices during classroom time will be considered a violation of the student 
code as it relates to “disruptive behavior.”   

 

CLASS/LAB 

PROCEDURES: 

1. The written assignment must be on a topic related to the field of radiation 
protection, nuclear power, or health physics. The topic selected for the paper 
should be approved by the instructor before the student begins working on 
the assignment. 

2. Assignments must follow the format indicated and as directed by the 
instructor.  

3. Basic grammar is not a topic of study in RPT 209. Students who require a 
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review of sentence skills are advised to schedule hours in the Tutorial 
Learning Center or to seek tutoring through the SUCCESS NETWORK 
offered by the College. Students are encouraged to refer frequently to the 
grammar handbook.  

4. The major technical report may be evaluated by an instructor from the 
student’s GEN ED curriculum.  

5. Final draft of the assigned paper must be produced on a computer or a word 
processor.   

 
 

ACCOMMODATIONS: 

 

Students who need special accommodations in this class because of a documented 
disability should notify Student Disability Services. You may contact Student Disability 
Services by calling, (864) 591-3811, toll-free 1-800-922-3679; via email through the 
Spartanburg Technical College web site at www.stcsc.edu/SDS/; or by visiting the 
office located in the Dan Lee Terhune Student Services Building, room 112 of the 
Spartanburg Technical College campus.  By contacting Student Disability Services 
early in the semester, students with disabilities give the College an opportunity to 
provide necessary support services and appropriate accommodations. 

 
 

COURSE 

COMPETENCIES & 

OBJECTIVES: 

Upon satisfactory completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

 
 

I. Compose a technical document that is appropriate for the audience, clear, 
concise, developed, and free of errors in grammar, syntax, and mechanics. 

a. Develop a document appropriate for the audience. 
b. Compose a document with minimal errors in grammar, syntax,    

                 and mechanics. 
c. Edit the document for clarity, conciseness, and correctness. 

 
2. Incorporate graphic elements that enhance and support the content of the 

technical documents. 
a.  Create and/or select graphics that clarify the text. 
b.  Place, refer to, and document graphics effectively. 

 
3. Use techniques of research to compose a complex technical document. 

a. Conduct research in a variety of media. 
b. Discriminate valid sources from invalid sources. 
c. Synthesize research into a coherent document. 
d. Document sources using MLA format. 
e. Site professional text, journals, web sites with appropriate  
     references and format. 

 
 

4. Develop time management skills in completing a project. 
a. Follow a plan for completing the assignment. 
b. Work independently to produce a technical document. 
c. Achieve milestones per the developed project plan. 

 
 
 

                     
 

 
 

  

http://www.spt.tec.sc.us/SDS/
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RPT 211 Research Report Scoring Rubric 

 

Name ________________________ 

Date   ________________________ 

 

Point Points 

Value Earned 

20    _____ FORMAT 

  Design is visually appealing; information is easily accessible  

  Report meets formatting requirements 

 Times New Roman 12 point font 

 Double spaced 

 Margins per MLA format 

    

30    _____ CONTENT 

  Report meets requirements of assignment:  

 Is 4 – 6 pages long - not including reference page 

 Incorporates 3 sources including one current technical journal 

 Thoroughly describes the issue 

 Discusses current industry practices and/or innovations relating to the 

issue 

 Explains current or potential solutions to problems with the issue 

 Is organized with an introduction, body, and conclusion 
  Content is accurate and precise 

  Ideas are coherent; transitions help move smoothly between ideas 
     

25        _____ STYLE 

  Essay has an easy-to-read, natural style 

  Wording is clear and concise 

  Most ideas from research have been summarized or paraphrased 

  Ideas that have been quoted are quoted accurately 

  All ideas from research - whether quoted, paraphrased, or summarized -  

     have been effectively introduced or grammatically integrated into the  

     report  

 

  25      _____ CORRECTNESS   

  MLA Documentation is correct in parenthetical citations 

  MLA Documentation is correct on Works Cited page  

  Standard English grammar is used throughout 

  Punctuation, spelling, capitalization are correct 

Sentence structure is logical 

 

100 _____ SCORE 
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