
 
 

 

CLINICAL PRACTICE 

Date  7/22/10 

 C - L - CR 

 0 - 15 - 5 
 
COURSE NUMBER: RES 255 
 
PREREQUISITE(S): Successful completion of earlier program requirements. 
 
CO-REQUISITE(S): None 
 
COURSE 
DESCRIPTIONS 

This course includes clinical training with emphasis on 
intensive care. 

 
TEXTBOOK(S): Oakes, Dana.  Clinical Practitioners Pocket Guide to 

Respiratory Care.  6th Ed.  Rockville:  Health Educator 
Publications, Inc.,  2004.   
ISBN 0-9328-8720-1 
 
All previous Respiratory Care Books 

 
REFERENCE(S): American Heart Association.  Basic Life Support For 

Healthcare Providers American Heart Association. 
ISBN 70-206 

 
OTHER REQUIRED 
MATERIALS, TOOLS, 
AND EQUIPMENT: 

Required uniform, name tag, student patch, watch with a 
second hand, stethoscope, scissors, calculator, black ink 
pen, clinical syllabus and clinical log forms as outlined in the 
student handbook. 

 
METHOD OF 
INSTRUCTION: 

The student will be asked to demonstrate understanding of 
the goals and objectives of each rotation through one or 
more of the following (1) oral questions; (2) written questions 
(3) specific behavioral objectives; (4) special assignments 

 
GRADING SYSTEM: 92 - 100 = A 

84 - 91 = B 
76 - 83 = C 
68 - 75 = D 
Below - 67 = F 

 
 
A grade of “C” or higher is required to continue in the 
associate degree program. 
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GRADE 
CALCULATION 
METHOD: 

SCC Faculty Evaluation = 20%  
Proficiency Testing/Check-Offs = REQ  
Patient Assessment/Ventilator Log Sheet = 45%  
Computer Programs = 10%  
Clinical Competency Examination = 25%  

 
 

= 100% 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCC Faculty Evaluations:  Each student will be evaluated 
by the clinical faculty at midterm and again at the end of the 
term.  The evaluations will be based on their questions, 
observations during clinical, and preceptor comments. 
 
Proficiency Testing:  During the semester, each student will 
be required to perform one procedure from each of 4 
categories of skills previously completed and checked off.  
These procedures will be randomly selected and graded by 
the clinical instructor.  The student must correctly perform the 
skill and answer the DataArc questions (or other questions posed 

by the clinical instructor) associated with that skill to pass the 
proficiency test.  If the student is unable to perform the skill or 
performs the skill correctly but is unable to answer the 
questions associated with the skill, remedial work will be 
assigned and a clinical warning will be given.  Upon 
completion of the remedial work, the student will receive an 
additional opportunity to pass a proficiency procedure from 
the category missed.  The re-test will not necessarily be the 
same skill, but will be a skill from the same category.  If the 
student is unable to perform the skill or performs the skill but 
is unable to answer the questions associated with the skill, 
the student will be dropped one letter grade and must meet 
with the Director of Clinical Education, who will determine 
and assign additional appropriate remediation.  Upon 
completion of the remedial work, the student will receive one 
additional opportunity to pass a proficiency procedure from 
the category missed.  The re-test will not necessarily be the 
same skill, but will be a skill from the same category.  If the 
student is unable to perform the skill or performs the skill but 
is unable to answer the questions associated with the skill on 
the third attempt, they will be withdrawn from the clinical 
course and receive a grade of “F” for the course. 
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Clinical Check-Offs:  The required procedures to be 
checked-off this semester are outlined in the syllabus 
addendum.  It is the students’ responsibility to practice these 
competencies and seek out an instructor to obtain the check-
off.  Check-offs must be completed no later than November 
23, 2010.  Any student not completing their required check-
offs will receive a grade of “F” for the clinical course. 
 
Patient Assessment/Ventilator Log Form:  Each clinical 
day, the student is required to complete a ventilator log form.  
One patient assessment form is due each week. The grading 
rubric for the clinical form is included in the syllabus 
addendum.   
 
DataArc:  Documentation of each clinical day is required 
through Data Arc.  Attendance must be verified on the first 
line in the “Experience” section in DataArc.  Failure to note 
time in/out (attendance) will result in a Critical Violation.  One 
occurrence of failing to note time in/out without penalty is 
allowed.  Falsification of this documentation will be 
considered academic dishonesty and will be managed 
per the student handbook.  Data Arc documentation is 
required to be entered into www.dataarc.ws no later than 
noon each Wednesday.  Documentation submitted late for 
a legitimate reason such as illness, etc., will be accepted 
and graded at the discretion of the Director of Clinical 
Education or her designee provided written justification 
is provided on return to the SCC campus. 
 
Computer Programs:  Each student is required to complete 
the computer programs as outlined in the syllabus 
addendum.  Proof of completion is required no later than the 
dates indicated in the syllabus addendum.  Students are 
required to obtain a minimum score of 90% on all programs. 
 
Clinical Competency Exam:  All students will take a clinical 
competency exam at the beginning of the semester and at 
the end of the semester.  The 2 scores will be averaged 
together to comprise your Clinical Competency Exam grade.  
The required score at the end of the semester will be 
calculated based on a 25% improvement on the class 
average at the beginning of the semester.  Students who do 
not meet the required score required at the end of the 
semester will have one opportunity to re-take the exam.  If 
the required score is not met on the re-take, the student will 
receive a grade of “0” for the competency exam, which will 

http://www.dataarc.ws/
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ATTENDANCE 
POLICY: 
 

result in a grade of “D” or “F” for the course.  Students who 
meet the required score on the second attempt will receive  
the average of their score at the beginning of the semester 
and the first attempt at the end of the semester as their 
Clinical Competency Exam grade. 
 
PFT Project:  As part of the PFT rotation, students must 
complete and turn in the answers to the questions found 
under “Demonstrates Knowledge of Fundamental Concepts” 
for Spirometry and Plethysmography.  In addition, the 
Summative Evaluation on the last page of the procedure 
must be signed by the PFT preceptor and turned in with the 
answered questions and the mandatory sheet must be 
signed.  This paperwork is due no later than 8am on the 
Wednesday following your scheduled PFT rotation.   
Students not completing the PFT project will be dropped a 
letter grade from their final clinical grade. 
 
Critical Violations:  A critical violation is a violation of policy 
or procedure at the clinical site for any procedure performed 
by the student.  Critical violations are listed in the syllabus 
addendum.  Each student is required to sign and turn in a 
copy of the critical violations policy prior to attending clinical.  
One critical violation will result in a written warning and 
counseling, two critical violations will result in a written 
warning, counseling and a decrease by one letter grade of 
the final clinical grade. Three critical violations will result in a 
grade of “F” for the clinical course. 
 
The student is responsible for punctual and regular 
attendance in all classes, laboratories, clinical, practica, 
internships, field trips, and other required class activities.  
The College does not grant excused absences; therefore, 
students are urged to reserve their absences for 
emergencies.  When illness or other emergencies occur, the 
student is responsible for notifying instructors and completing 
missed work if approved for late submission by instructors. 
 
A recorded absence will occur at anytime the student misses 
a clinical day, arrives to clinical fifteen minutes after clinical 
begins, or leaves within the first half of the clinical day.  
Students are tardy if not in clinical at the time the clinical is 
scheduled to begin.    
 
Instructors maintain attendance records.  However, it is the 
student’s responsibility to withdraw from a course.  A student 
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enrolling in and attending at least one course session 
remains enrolled until the student initiates a withdrawal. 
 
Withdrawal Policy:  During the first 75% of the course, a 
student may initiate withdrawal and receive a grade of W.  A 
student cannot initiate a withdrawal during the last 25% of the 
course.  Extenuating circumstances require documentation 
and approval by the appropriate department head and 
academic dean. 
 
100% attendance is expected.  A student who is absent more 
than 10% (20 hours) of the time for any reason will be 
dropped from the course (program) except in extenuating 
circumstances as determined by the Division Dean.  These 
absences will include scheduled make-up days.  It is the 
students’ responsibility to keep records of their absences. 
 
Each student must be in his/her assigned area at the 
specific time designated on his/her schedule.  Tardiness 
is defined as not being in the report room at the time 
designated on the schedule.  Once assignments have been 
made, the student has 7 minutes to be in their assigned area. 
A tardy in excess of fifteen minutes will result in a 
recorded clinical absence. 
 
If the student is going to be late or absent, the appropriate 
supervisor in the assigned Respiratory Care Department 
must be notified.  Additionally, the student must also notify 
the Director of Clinical Education by calling 592-4257.   This 
notification of absence or tardiness (greater than 15 minutes) 
must occur thirty minutes prior to his/her scheduled time of 
arrival.  Failure to correctly notify about an absence will result 
in a grade of “0” being recorded for that clinical day, even 
when the time is made up, except under extenuating 
circumstances as approved by the Director of Clinical 
Education. 
 
The student may not ask permission from the clinical 
preceptor to leave the clinic rotation prior to the scheduled 
end of the shift.  Permission for early dismissal can only 
come from the Director of Clinical Education and/or his 
designee and in extreme cases only, from the Program 
Director.  Doctor’s appointments, dentist appointments, etc 
do not constitute a reason for early dismissal.  Plan your 
schedule around your clinical schedule and not the reverse. 
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Make-up time is to be scheduled with the Director of Clinical 
Education the day the student returns to campus and must 
correspond to the time and schedule in which the absence 
occurred.  Makeup days cannot be completed during Spring 
break, weekends or anytime the campus is closed (i.e. 
holidays).  A grade of “Incomplete” will be recorded until the 
student has completed his/her clinical assignments. 
 
If a student is late for his/her clinical assignment, time missed 
will be made up the same day at the discretion of the Director 
of Clinical Education if it does not exceed a fifteen minute 
limit and there is not a conflict with class hours. 
 
Because of unforeseen, diminished workloads at clinic sites, 
it may be necessary for the student to move to another site or 
leave the clinic site and return to Spartanburg Community 
College, and to complete the shift by completing computer 
aided instruction of selected simulations in the Health 
Sciences Computer Lab.  This will occur at the direction of 
the Director of Clinical Education.  Some clinic days may be 
scheduled at the SCC campus and will be treated as hospital 
time and will require wearing of the clinical uniform.  Please 
note that these days will be considered clinic time and will 
need to be made up if missed. 
 
The student must adhere to the policies applicable to the 
clinic setting in the student handbook and all hospital rules 
and regulations.  See Addendum for more restrictive clinical 
attendance requirements. 
 
Absences for Religious Holidays:  Students who are absent 
from class in order to observe religious holidays are 
responsible for the content of any activities missed and for 
the completion of assignments occurring during the period of 
absence.  Students who anticipate their observance of 
religious holidays will cause them to be absent from class 
and do not wish such absences to penalize their status in 
class should adhere to the following guidelines: 
 

1. Observance of religious holidays resulting in three or 
fewer consecutive absences:  Discuss the situation 
with the instructor and provide written notice at least 
one week prior to the absence(s).  Develop (in writing) 
an instructor-approved plan, which outlines the make 
up of activities and assignments. 
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2. Observances of religious holidays resulting in four or 
more consecutive absences:  Discuss the situation 
with the instructor and provide the instructor with 
written notice within the first 10 days of the academic 
term.  Develop an instructor-approved plan, which 
outlines the make up of activities and assignments. 

 
CLASSROOM 
CONDUCT:  
 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:  Students are expected to uphold the 
integrity of the College's standard of conduct, specifically in 
regards to academic honesty.  All forms of academic 
dishonesty including, but not limited to, cheating on 
assignments/tests, plagiarism, collusion, and falsification of 
information will call for disciplinary action.  Disciplinary action 
imposed may include one or more of the following: written 
reprimand, loss of credit for assignment/test, termination from 
course, and probation, suspension, or expulsion from the 
College.  For further explanation of this and other conduct 
codes, please refer to the Student Handbook. 
 
CELLULAR PHONES AND PAGERS/BEEPERS:  Cellular phones, 
pagers and beepers are not permitted to be turned on or 
used at clinical.  Use of these devices during classroom time 
will be considered a violation of the student code as it relates 
to “disruptive behavior.”   Students who use their cell phone 
during clinical, except during approved break periods, will be 
dismissed from clinical and must make the time up if they 
have not exceeded the allowable absences. 

 
 
CLASS/LAB 
PROCEDURES: 

Students are expected to behave in a professional manner at 
all times and are required to remain with their assigned 
clinical preceptor. 
 
ID Badges:  Students are required to have a new ID badge 
made prior to the first scheduled day at the hospital.  The 
new ID badge must have the current year and “Respiratory 
Student II” on them.  To obtain a new ID badge, you must 
present a receipt for tuition payment and picture ID to the 
Admissions Center.  
 
Dress Code:  All students are required to follow the dress 
code as outlined in the student handbook, whether on 
campus, at a clinical affiliate, or required professional 
meeting, conference, or work shop.  Any student with 
inappropriate dress will be dismissed from the clinical site.  
The student will be considered absent for that day and the 
entire clinical day must be made-up. 
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TB Verification:  All students must turn in results from a  
current TB test.  If more than one year has passed since the 
last TB test, the 2-step TB test must be repeated.  If the TB 
test is done within one year from the last, a 1-step test is 
acceptable. 
 
Liability Insurance:  All students must turn in proof of 
payment of liability insurance from the Business Office.  This 
is required before a student may attend clinical at the 
hospital.  Students not turning in the required proof prior to 
the first scheduled day of hospital clinical will be counted 
absent from clinical until proof of payment is provided.  The 
absences must be made up in the clinical area missed and 
will count towards the maximum number of allowed absences 
from clinical. 
 

 
ACCOMMODATIONS: 
 

Students who need special accommodations in this class 
because of a documented disability should notify Student 
Disability Services.  You may contact Student Disability 
Services by calling, (864) 592-4811, toll-free 1-800-922-
3679; via email through the Spartanburg Community College 
web site at www.sccsc.edu/SDS/; or by visiting the office 
located in the Dan Lee Terhune Student Services Building, 
room 112 of the Spartanburg Community College campus.  
By contacting Student Disability Services early in the 
semester, students with disabilities give the College an 
opportunity to provide necessary support services and 
appropriate accommodations. 

                                          Department Chair:                        Clinical Coordinator: 
 

                                       Joel Livesay, MS, RRT                Lisa Conry, MA, RRT 
                                       592-4845                                     592-4257 

                                               livesayj@sccsc.edu                     conryl@sccsc.edu 
 
                                         Clinical Instructor:                          Clinical Instructor: 
                                             Todd Davenport, RRT                       Lisa Jones, RRT 
                                             592- 4938                                          494-3222 
                                             davenport@sccsc.edu                       lrjones@srhs.com  
 
                                         Clinical Instructor: 
                                             Ray Oleyourryk, BS, RRT 
                                             529-7866 
                                             oleyourrykr@sccsc.edu  
 
  

http://www.sccsc.edu/SDS/
mailto:livesayj@sccsc.edu
mailto:conryl@sccsc.edu
mailto:davenport@sccsc.edu
mailto:lrjones@srhs.com
mailto:oleyourrykr@sccsc.edu
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COURSE OUTCOMES 
& OBJECTIVES: 

Upon satisfactory completion of this course, the student 
will be able to: 
 

I. Provide respiratory care for adult patients in the 
critical care setting: 

 
A. Review and assess existing data in the patient’s 

record to include: history and physical, progress notes, 
laboratory results, x-ray results and respiratory 
parameters. 

B. Recommend procedures to obtain additional data to 
include: x-rays, laboratory studies and respiratory 
monitoring. 

C. Determine the appropriateness of the prescribed 
respiratory care plan and recommend modifications 
where indicated namely: ventilator settings, respiratory 
treatments and the use of respiratory pharmacologic 
agents. 

D. Select, assemble and test for proper operating 
function of all the equipment used in the clinical area 
for support of ventilation to include: therapeutic gas 
administration devices, resuscitation devices, artificial 
airways and suctioning devices, oxygen analyzers, 
pulse oximeters and patient breathing circuits. 

E. Obtain and evaluate patient information regarding the 
need for mechanical ventilation. 

F. Verify physicians’ orders for method, mode, and 
parameter selection. 

G. Monitor and verify proper operation and function of the 
ventilator and all available alarm systems 

H. Monitor, evaluate and record the changes in patient’s 
condition and responses to adjustments in ventilator 
settings. 

I. Make adjustments in ventilator parameters as ordered 
by the physician and describe the rationale and 
intended response of such changes. 

J. Perform changes in ventilator circuitry and equipment 
in a safe, appropriate, and efficient manner 

K. Perform bedside measurements as needed to assess 
the patient's readiness to be weaned from mechanical 
ventilation to include: tidal volume, vital capacity, 
minute volume, and maximum inspiratory force. 

L. Demonstrate the ability to calculate tubing compliance, 
static compliance, and dynamic compliance and 
describe the application of these measurements in 
mechanical ventilation 
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M. Collect, assemble, and verify proper function of all 
necessary emergency equipment required at the 
bedside of a patient receiving mechanical ventilation 

N. Demonstrate the ability to assemble, test, operate, 
and monitor independent systems for CPAP therapy 

O. Describe the rationale and special considerations for 
the following modes of mechanical ventilation: control, 
assist-control, SIMV, pressure support, pressure 
regulated volume control, pressure control, airway 
pressure release ventilation and PEEP therapy 

P. Demonstrate the ability to maintain patient airways 
including the care and removal of artificial airways, 
correct tube placement, and the proper inflation of 
tube cuffs 

Q. Select and obtain equipment appropriate to the 
respiratory care plan including oxygen administration        
devices, artificial airways, respiratory treatments, and                
suctioning devices 

 
II. Observe and provide respiratory care to patients in 

neonatal intensive care units: 
 

A. Outline the difference between blood flow and gas 
exchange before and after birth. 

B. Discuss how blood may be obtained for blood gas 
determination and what normal/abnormal values are. 

C. Discuss the stages of fetal lung development 
D. Describe surfactant to include source, appearance, 

composition, and relevance to respiration 
E. Differentiate the fetal heart from the newborn heart 
F. Illustrate hazards and complications of neonatal 

intubation and ventilation 
G. Discuss maternal disorders that may affect outcomes 
H. Rationalize the use of pressure vs. volume ventilation 
I. Discuss  retinopathy of prematurity and its avoidance 
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III. Develop and demonstrate an understanding of the 
patient assessment process with physician 
interaction using the medical history, interview 
process, physical exam, laboratory data and chest 
radiograph. 

 
A. Develop an appropriate physician-therapist rapport 

through individual, personal interaction relating to the 
management of a particular patient as it pertains to 
respiratory care. 

B. Demonstrate an understanding of the basic questions 
to ask your patient. 

C. Outline the patients’ medical history based on the 
medical history and interview. 

D. Identify and define the basic elements involved in a 
physical examination. 

    E. Identify and define the various components of chest 
 auscultation. 
 

 
 

 
 


