
 

 

LINGUISTICS OF AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 
 

3-0-3  
 
Date: 5/11/2010 

 
COURSE NUMBER: ITP 106 
 
PREREQUISITE(S): 
 

ASL 102 or equivalent 

 
CO-REQUISITE(S): 
 

N/A 

 
COURSE 
DESCRIPTIONS 

This course consists of a study of the structure, grammar, and 
syntax of American Sign Language. 
 

 
TEXTBOOK(S): Baker-Shenk, C. & Cokely, D.  American Sign Language: A 

     Teacher’s Resource Text on Grammar and Culture.  Gallaudet 
     Press, Washington, DC, 1980.    ISBN#0-932666-09-4 
 
Required Video:  
Straity, Angela Petrone, Pursuit of ASL: Interesting Facts Using 

Classifiers. Interpreting Consolidated, Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada.  www.aslinterpreting.com   ISBN#0-9697792-3-2 

 

 
REFERENCE(S): Valli, C. & C. Lucas.  (2000). Linguistics of American Sign 

Language (3rd ed.). Washington, D.C.: Gallaudet 
University Press.  

Riggs, T. (2000).  An introduction to ASL linguistics. Lago 
Vista, TX: Signs of Development.  

Riggs, T. (2000).  Register: Comparing ASL and English. 
Lago Vista, TX:  Signs of Development.  

 
 

 
OTHER REQUIRED 
MATERIALS, TOOLS, 
AND EQUIPMENT: 

 Computer with Internet access, Internet Explorer 5.0 
or higher or other current browser, Java, word 
processing software (must be able to save Word or 
Rich Text format), and anti-virus software. 

 Acrobat Reader 

 QuickTime Player 

 DVD Player 

 Web Camera 
 

http://www.aslinterpreting.com/
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METHOD OF 
INSTRUCTION: 

This course uses online lectures, discussions and 
assignments, textbook and outside readings.   

 
GRADING SYSTEM: 93 - 100 = A 

85 - 92 = B 
78 - 84 = C 

D 70 - 77 = 
00 - 69 = F 

 
GRADE 
CALCULATION 
METHOD: 

Activities and Assignments = 30%  

Projects = 30%  

Participation = 30%  

Final Exam = 10%  

 = 100%  

 
CONFIDENTIALITY: All students’ e-mail addresses may be available to other 

students in the class.  Although some assignments in an 
online course may encourage or require peer 
communication, the instructor will make every effort to 
protect the confidentiality of any personal communication 
(for example, grades).  However, you should recognize that 
e-mail and other electronic media are not secure; there is no 
guarantee of the privacy of your e-mail or other personal 
information. 

 
APPROPRIATE 
ONLINE BEHAVIOR: 

The use of Spartanburg Community College’s website, e-
mail service or course management software for creation 
and/or distribution of material not pertaining to course 
participation is prohibited and is grounds for dismissal 
according to College policy under “disruptive behavior.”  
Such actions, include, but are not limited to: 
 

 Inappropriate use of email and discussion boards for: 
 Harassment 
 Unlawful solicitation 
 “Spamming” 
 “Flaming” 

 Use of online editing tools within the course 
management software to: 
 Create offensive material 
 Link to inappropriate materials 

  
ATTENDANCE 
POLICY: 

An electronic e-mail, discussion posting or quiz entry is 
required from each student to the instructor by the end of the 
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 drop/add period.  At this time the Instructor will drop the 
student from the course if it is not received.   
 
Attendance in an online course is defined by 
correspondence/interaction as required by the instructor.  
Students are responsible for accessing the web class 
weekly to meet the course requirements [three contacts per 
week is the minimum requirement] of exams, discussion 
board and paper submissions.  
 
Instructors maintain attendance records.  However, it is the 
student’s responsibility to withdraw from a course.  A student 
who stops attending the online class and fails to initiate a 
withdrawal will remain on the class roster.  With this in mind, 
for every assignment, test or exam not completed while still 
enrolled in the course the student will receive a grade of 
zero and the final course grade will be calculated 
accordingly. 
 
Withdrawal Policy:  During the first 75% of the course, a 
student may initiate withdrawal and receive a grade of W.  A 
student cannot initiate a withdrawal during the last 25% of 
the course.  Extenuating circumstances require 
documentation and approval by the appropriate department 
head and academic dean. 

 
ACADEMIC 
CONDUCT: 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:  Students are expected to 
uphold the integrity of the College's standard of conduct, 
specifically in regards to academic honesty.  All forms of 
academic dishonesty including, but not limited to, cheating 
on assignments/tests, plagiarism, collusion, and falsification 
of information will call for disciplinary action.  Disciplinary 
action imposed may include one or more of the following: 
written reprimand, loss of credit for assignment/test, 
termination from course, and probation, suspension, or 
expulsion from the College.  For further explanation of this 
and other conduct codes, please refer to the Student 
Handbook. 

 
CLASS/LAB 
PROCEDURES: 

The course will be delivered in an online format: students 
will read articles from the textbook and online selections, 
view the instructional videotapes, complete correlating 
activities, post their responses online, and respond to each 
others’ posts. Students will complete 3 major projects, which 
will require them to film themselves with a web cam and post 
digital files and various analyses to the course site. 
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ACCOMMODATIONS: 
 

Students who need special accommodations in this class 
because of a documented disability should notify Student 
Disability Services.  You may contact Student Disability 
Services by calling, (864) 592-4811, toll-free 1-800-922-
3679; via email through the Spartanburg Community College 
web site at www.sccsc.edu/SDS/; or by visiting the office 
located in the Dan Lee Terhune Student Services Building, 
room 112 of the Spartanburg Community College campus.  
By contacting Student Disability Services early in the 
semester, students with disabilities give the College an 
opportunity to provide necessary support services and 
appropriate accommodations. 

 
COURSE OUTCOMES 
& OBJECTIVES: 

Upon satisfactory completion of this course, the student will 
be able to: 

I. Specify the characteristics of a language 
1. Identify the similarities and differences between languages 

from around the world 
2. Identify the difference between prescriptive and descriptive 

grammar and how this affects language attitude. 
3. Summarize the history of ASL linguistics. 
4. Identify metalinguistic features of English and ASL. 
5. Apply arbitrariness and iconicity to the lexicon of English 

and ASL. 
II. Discuss phonemic structure of language 

1. Examine differences between Stokoe’s phonological 
model, and Liddell and Johnson’s phonological model. 

2. Analyze signs by practicing phonological notation. 
3. Identify the effects that phonological processes have on 

sign production. 
III. Parallel ASL structures with English grammatical structures 

1. Compare morphology of ASL to that of English. 
2. Analyze the effect of morphology on syntactic structure. 
3. Recognize sentence and discourse boundaries in ASL and 

English 
IV. Employ linguistic concepts and terms to improve linguistic 

proficiency 
1. Analyze one’s own ASL and English production using 

linguistic terms and concepts learned in the course 
2. Identify when lack of ASL comprehension is caused by 

linguistic factors (phonological processes, missed facial 
grammar, morphological processes, and/or by 
sociolinguistic variation) and when it is caused by 
unfamiliar vocabulary  

3. Recognize the difference between grammatical and 
ungrammatical ASL constructions, and apply this criteria to 
their own ASL production  

http://www.sccsc.edu/SDS/
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